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HEEDS  SURVEY  RESULTS 

At  the  Wednesday  evening  meeting  of  the  Library  Coirmission 
the  Friends  made  their  first  public  report  on  the  results  of 
the  Library  Needs  survey.     Of  the  75,000  questionnaires  dis- 
tributed, 8,000  vrere  completed  and  returned.     The  replies  have 
now  been  tabulated  and  Douglas  Engmann  reported  the  follo-jing 
highlights  s 

...Over  half  the  respondents  rank  SFPL  services  as  "good", 
with  only  10%  giving  the  library  a  "poor"  rating. 

...94%  agree  that  SFPL  should  receive  increased  financial 
support. 

...75%  support  planning  for  a  new  Ilain  Library o 

...The  biggest  complaint:     not  enough  books.  Two-thirds 
of  the  users  gave  top  priority  to  improving  the  book 
collection  before  proceeding  with  other  improvements . 

...The  second  biggest  complaint,  although  not  mentioned 
on  the  questionnaire  form,  was  the  self -charge  circu- 
lation system. 


.Afternoon  hours  are  most  highly  used,  m.orning  hours 
the  least.  Users  expressed  a  strong  preference  for 
m.ore  weekday  evening  open  hours. 
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e  .  eOne-thirr^  of  the  respondents  iraiit  Fore  foreign  language 
materials . 

.  . . CoFunents  inc?icate  thr.t  most  people  are  pleased  with 
the  service  they  receive  fror  the  library  staff. 

There  is  a  xvealth  of  other  fascinating  and  valuable 
information  in  the  survey  results  which  will  be  published  and 
distributed  soon. 

The  Friends  plan  to  review  the  results  of  the  survey  v/ith 
Mayor  Koscone  next  week  and  v/ith  each  member  of  the  nev;  Board 
of  Supervisors  thereafter.     They  are  also  planning  a  press 
conference  to  announce  the  results  to  the  public  in  about  ten 
days , 
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other  notes  from  the  Cor^^dssion  meetings 

» , .Mr.  Frantz  and  Commission  President  Englsnder  have  met  with 
senior  officials  of  the  School  District  and  there  will  be 
a  continuing  joint  staff  committee  to  implem.ent  the 
recommendations  of  the  Joint  Task  Force  where  possible. 

...There  will  be  a  reception  on  January  24,  honoring  George  II. 
Fox  v7ho  recently  donated  an  extremely  valuable  collection 
of  early  children's  books  to  SFPL.     Jerom.e  Cushm.an,  Profes- 
sor of  Children's  Literature  at  UCLA  V7ill  discuss  the  sig- 
nificance of   :he  Fox  Collection  in  the  Comxtiission  Room  at 
5s30  p.m.,  followed  by  a  reception  in  the  Snecial  Collection 
Department o     A  selection  of  materials  for  the  Fox  Collection 
is  currently  being  exhibited  on  the  third  floor  of  the  ''lain 
Library . 

...SFPL  has  submitted  four  LSCA  grant  proposals  to  the  State 
Library: 

1.  Extension  of  PARC  -  $525,000.     The  proposal  asks  for 
on-line  access  to  data  bases,  and  would  imiprove  the  Zay 
Area  Delivery  Services,  as  well  as  the  extension  and 
improvement  of  current  services. 

2.  Extension  of  the  Communications  Center  -  $216,000.  In 
addition  to  continuing  the  currently  planned  activities, 
the  new  proposal  asks  for  funds  to  install  an  automated 
circulation  system  at  the  Commimi cat ions  Center,  start 

a  project  of  preparing  multi-m.edia  packages,  cooperation 
with  a  local  radio  service  for  the  blind,  and  coopera- 
tion with  Oakland  Public  Library's  program,  of  service 
to  the  deaf. 
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3,  New  Asian-iVmerican  Cervices  project  -  $110,000.  This 
v;ould  be  an  effort  to  provide  Asian-/r.ericans  v/ith 
"full"  library  services.     It  would  deal  with  the 
problems  of  acquiring  and  cataloging  i^sian  language 
materials,  start  collections  in  languages  we  do  not 
currently  have,  and  explore  cooperation  v;ith  a  similar 
project  at  the  Oakland  Public  Library. 

4.  New  Information  and  Referral  Service  -  $103,000.  To 
develop  back-up  support  for  local  agencies  providing 
community  and  social  service  information  and  referral 
services . 

•Mr.  Frantz  reported  that  the  proposed  1978-79  budget  request 
is  nearing  completion.     The  new  request  will  be  close  to 
last  year's  request,  approximately  $10.3  million,  but  the 
details  will  be  somewhat  different.     Funds  v/ill  be  sought 
for  extension  of  brajich  hours,  Sunday  service  at  !Iain,  a 
one-time  project  to  strengthen  branch  book  collections, 
ear-marked  funds  for  ethnic  and  other  special  collections , 
an  early  childhood  education  specialist,  a  new  bookmobile, 
an  automatic  elevator  for  Main,  etc.     Public  hearings  on 
the  budget  request  are  scheduled  for  January  17  and  18. 
The  Commission  will  hold  a  snecial  meeting  to  consider  the 
budget  request  at  5:00  p.m.,  Thursday,  Janaury  19. 

.The  Friends  announced  that  they  are  planning  a  snecial  book 
sale  on  the  lavm  at  Presidio  Branch  on  Sunday,  February  12. 

.The  Friends  are  still  seeking  snace  in  which  to  collect  and 
organize  books  for  their  annual  gigantic  April  sale.  They 
need  a  space  60'  x  40',  somevrhere  on  the  #1  or  #55  bus  lines 
If  you  have  a  suggestion,  call  them,  today, 

.SFPL  will  be  100  years  old  in  Anril  of  1979.     The  Friends  are 
planning  a  year-long  celebration.     They  hope  to  have  the 
"Tall  Ships"  sale  through  the  Golden  Gate  in  honor  of  the 
library  on  July  4,  19  79. 

.Mr.  Cerasi  announced  that  Glen  Park  Branch  should  be  able  to 
move  to  its  nev;  location  in  April. 

.Dan  Tatko  v/ished  the  Library  and  the  Commission  a  happy  Hew 
Year  on  behalf  of  Joan  Jackson  and  tlie  Librarians'  Guild. 

.Commissioner  Englander  was  re-elected  President  of  the 

Commission.  Commissioner  Stem  vjill  be  First  Vice  President 
and  Commissioner  Bransten,  Second  Vice  President. 

.The  Commission  voted  to  reorganize  their  committee  structure. 
Below  are  listed  the  nev;  committees  and  their  areas  of 
responsibility : 
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1.  External  Affairs 

Public  Relations  Policy 
Inter-library  cooperation 
School -library  relations 
Civic  and  neighborhood  liaison 

2 .  Finance 

Annual  budget  preparation 
Fuhrman  Fund 
LSCA  project  grants 
CLSA  Grants 

Supplemental  appropriations 

3.  Operations 

Main  and  branch  hours 
Buildings  and  grounds 
Security 

4.  Personnel 

Liaison  with  Civil  Service 
Temporary  appointment  resolutions 
Affirmative  action 

Staff  scholarships,  in-service  training 
Guild  relationships 

5.  Planning 

Master  plan  development 

Building  programs,  capital  imnrovements 

New  main  library  plans 

Liaison  with  City  Planning  Department 

6.  Resources  and  Services 

Acquisition  and  selection  policies 
Programming  for  adults  and  children 
Intellectual  freedom 
Gifts  and  bequests 
Technical  services 

. . .The  Commission  members  were  asked  to  indicate  their  committee 
assignment  preferences  to  President  Englander  and  he  will 
announce  the  assignments  next  v;eek, 

. . .The  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Commission  will  be  at 
7:30  p.m.,  Tuesday,  February  7,  at  Anza  Brcinch. 


BLACK  HISTORY  T^TEEK  PLAl^JS 

SFPL  recently  received  the  following  letter  from  Eldoris  C. 
Cameron,  Chairperson  of  the  local  Black  History  TJeek  Committee. 


»  4  - 


"The  1978  Black  History  TJeeh  Committee  has  been 
formulating  plans  and  activities  for  Black  History 
Week  observance  between  February  12-19,  1978  in  the 
San  Francisco  Bay-Area  and  across  the  country. 

Our  committee  would  like  to  request  that  the  public 
libraries  recognize  Black  History  Week  by  planning 
Black  History  Week  exhibits  of  books  and  literature 
depicting  contributions  of  Black  Am.ericans.  Also, 
it  would  be  particularly  gratifying  if  the  libraries 
would  use  our  theme  "Roots,  Achievements,  and  Projections: 
San  Francisco"  which  is  part  of  the  national  theme  of 
the  Association  for  the  Study  of  Afro-American  Life  and 
History  deleting  the  word  San  Francisco. 

Two  important  programs  will  be  held  at  our  society: 
1.)  Photographs-artifacts  exhibit  based  on  our  theme 
with  reception  on  Sunday,  February  12,  3:00-6:00  p.m.. 
This  display  will  be  up  for  several  weeks.     2.)  Panel 
of  distinguished  San  Franciscans  to  discuss  theme  on 
Tuesday,  February  14,  7:30  p.m. 

Thank  you  for  your  attention  to  Black  History  Ueek." 

All  librarians  who  are  planning  exhibits  or  programs  for 
Black  History  Week  should  let  OAS  knov;  as  soon  as  possible. 


NATIONAL  BOOK  AWARDS  JURIES  NAJ^D 

For  the  first  time,  the  Association  of  American  Publishers 
will  have  complete  control  of  the  National  Book  Av/ards  program 
in  1978.     The  AAP  recently  announced  the  follovring  judging 
panels : 

Biography  &  Autobiography:     ?!aya  Angelou,  Robert  Caro  &  Robert  K. 

r-lassie. 

Children's  Literature:     Charlotte  Blount,  Hilton  Heltzer,  & 
Elizabeth  Gray  Vining. 

Contemporary  Thought:     Terrence  Des  Pres,  Lawrence  Goodwyn,  & 
Ellen  Moers. 

Fiction:    Vance  Bourjaily,  Maureen  Howard,  &  Robert  Kirsch. 

History;     Richard  B.  Morris,  John  Toland,  &  Theodore  K.  ^Thite. 

Poetry:     Daniel  Halpem,  Grace  Schulman,  &  Theodore  Weiss. 

Translation:     Olga  Carlisle,  Suzanne  Jill  Levine ,  &  Gregory 
Rabassa. 
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The  nominees  for  the  Book  Awards  will  be  announced  in 
March.    The  winners  will  be  announced  at  Carnegie  Hall  on 
April  12. 

By  the  way,  what  ever  happened  to  the  Readers  Book  Awards 
which  were  announced  in  September? 


MISCELLAI^7E0US  INTELLIGENCE 

...J.  Michael  Bruer  has  been  appointed  Assistant  Director  of 
CLASS , 

...West  Portal  branch  has  six  nicely  fran.ed  pictures  giving  the 
history  of  various  calendars:    Aztec,  Chinese,  Egyptian, 
etc.     Size  is  16  by  19  inches  and  they  are  suitable  for 
display  or  for  bookcase  ends.     First  to  call  gets  them  all 
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FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  CHILDREN'S  SEPVICES 


FIL!i  PROGPAIIS  FOR  CHILDPEM 


VISITACION  VALLEY  BRANCH 


ruesday      January  10 


Theme;     JANU^nRY  JAIiBOKEE 
Films;     "Caps  for  sale" 

"I  know  an  old  lady  who  swallovred  a  fly" 

"Ken  Hop" 

"In  a  spring  garden" 
"Little  drummer  boy" 
"Red  carpet" 


RICHMOND  BRAIMCH 

Themes  BLEND  OF  OLD  AIID  NEW 
Films s  "Catsup" 

"C-reen  eyes" 
"Tangram" 

FARINA  BPjy:'JCH 
Theme  s 


Wednesday  January  11 


SIIIG  A  SONG 
Film.ss     "Over  in  the  meadow" 

"Frog  v/ent  a  courtin'" 
"House  that  Jack  built" 


Thursday    January  12 


Themes     FTO7NY  FOOD 
Film.ss     "Dragon  stew" 

"The  doughnuts" 

CHINATOM^  EPAi'TCn 

Theme:     ON  THE  MOVE 
Films s     "Red  ball  express" 
"Place  of  my  ov7n" 
"Madeline " 
"Peter's  chair" 


Thursday    January  12 


Thursday    January  12 


10:30  am 
&  1 : 30  Dm 
(pre-school 
ages  3-5) 


7:00  pm 
(nre-school 
ages  3-5) 


10:30  am 
(nre-school 
ages  3-5) 


3:30  pm. 
(ages  6  &  up) 


10:30  am, 
11:00  am, 
1:00  pm,  2:00  err. 
3:00  pm,   4:00  pm 
(pre-school 
ages  3-5) 


SPECIAL  PROGRAMS  FOR  CHILDPJSN 


NORTE  BEACH  BRAI^CH  Wednesday  January  11     7:00  pm 

BABIES  APJZ  BEAUTIFUL,  BOOKS  ARE  BEAUTIFUL, 
BRING  THEM  TOGETHER: 

Last  in  a  series  of  filmstrip  programs  for  narents 
on  "Understanding  Early  Childhood"  with  related 
books.     "The  development  of  feelings  in  children" 
will  be  shovjn.     Children  ages  2-4  are  welcome. 
Interested  parties  are  requested  to  r"'re-register 
with  Suzanne  Lo,  Children's  Librarian  (391-9473). 
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PARI^-SIDE  BPi^J^CI!  Thursday    January  12     10:30  an 

YOU,  YOUR  NEW  BABY  A!ID  TEF  LIBRARY 
First  in  a  series  of  four  prograns  introducing 
new  parents  and  their  babies   (up  to  18  r"onths) 
to  Mother  Goose,  Fingerplay,  Poetry,  music 
picture  stories,  and  parenting  books «  Interested 
parents  are  requested  to  pre-registc-r  vith 
Joyce  Dixon,  Children's  Librarian  (5C6-4647) . 

DIAL-A-STORY  January  9-15  6?£-6516 


"Timothy  Turtle",  adapted  froit  the  story  by  Alice  Davis, 
told  by  Grace  Ruth,  Children's  Librarian. 


BY  JAMES  CHAPPES  ^^o^  affiliated  with  the 


San  Francisco  Public  Library) 


Vol.   1  #2 

ISSUE  #  2  ALREADY  ! !  January  4,  1978 

Nomially  I  will  not  be  putting  these  out  so  frequently, 
but  I  rushed  this  one  to  be  on  the  streets  by  the  January  4 
coininission  meeting. 

Thanks  to  the  staff  members  who  wrote  to  me  with  encour- 
agement and  comments.     I  shall  try  to  respond  to  some  of  the 
points  in  the  next  issue.     In  the  meantime  keep  those  cards 
and  letters  coming  in. 

I  want  to  apologize  in  advance  to  my  many  fans  for  this 
over-long  and  wordy  issue.  There  were  just  a  lot  of  points 
that  had  to  be  dealt  with  at  the  same  time. 

WHAT  IS  POLICY? 

As  everyone  is  no  doubt  aware  The  Library  Commission  is 
appointed  by  the  Mayor  to  "establish  policy  for  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Public  Library".     Vftiat  is  less  well  known  is  that  the 
staff  and  administration  are  protected  by  the  city  charter  from 
interference  from  the  commission  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties. 

The  relevent  section  of  the  City  Charter  is  3.500  (i) 

"Except  for  the  purpose  of  inquiry,  each  board  or 
commission,  in  its  conduct  of  administrative  affairs  •• 


iinder  its  control,  shall  deal  with,  such  matters  solely 
through  its  chief  executive  officer. 

Each  board  or  commission  relative  to  the  affairs  of 
its  own  department,  shall  deal  with  administrative  matters 
only  in  the  manner  provided  by  this  charter,  and  any  dic- 
tation, suggestion  or  interference  herein  prohibited  on 
the  part  of  any  member  of  a  board  or  commission  shall  con- 
s ti tut e' official  misconduct:  provided,  however  that  nothing 
:       her ein '  contained  shall  restrict  the  power  of  hearing  and 
inquiry  as  provided  in  this  charter." 

Before  I  continue,  I  should  interject  here  that  the  com- 
mission is  a  body  that  applies  its  collective  judgement  to 
questions  of  policy.     I  have  been  involved  in  the  last  year  or 
so  in  trying  to  make  sure  that  the  meetings  of  the  commission 
and  its  committee's  conform  to  legal  requirements.     Those  are 
the  only  meetings  in  which  the  business  of  the  commission  may 
take  place.     !Ehe  commissioners  individually  and  outside  of  those 
meetiigs,  are  private-citizens,  period.  Any  commissioner  who  by 
himself  purports  to  represent  the  authority  or  judgement  of  the 
commission  is  prima  facie  in  violation  of  the  above  section  of 
the  City  Charter. 

There  has  been  brought  to  my  attention  charges  that  the 
President  of  the  Library  Commission,  Mr,  Englander  has  seen 
fit  to  be  present  at  various  staff  meetings,  has  imposed  him- 
self in  staff  disputes,":  and  has  taken  it  upon  himself  to  in- 
vestigate personel  matters.     In  addition  everyone  I  talk  to  in 
city  goverment  or  the  School  District  seems  to  have  received 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Englander  on  one  subject  or  another.    All  of 
this  has  taken  place  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the 
full  Commission. 

I  am  collecting  a  file  of  these  alledged  violations  by  P^r. 
Englander  for  possible  presentation  to  the  Mayor  to  accompany 
a  petition  for  Mr.  Englander 's  dismissal.     If  anyone  has  any 
information  concerning  any  commissioner's  intrusion  in  admini- 
strative matters  please  sent  it  to  me  at  this  address:  James 
Chaffee,  P.  0.  Box  141,  San  Francisco,  California  94101.  Vio- 
lations should  also  be  registerd  with  the  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission, many  of  them  have  been  already. 

THE  JOINT  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  AND  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  TASK  FORCE  REPORT 

For  those  who  are  not  familar  with  the  above  report  it  is, 
(taking  it  at  face  value)  an  attempt  "to  explore  areas  of  co- 
operation for  mutual  benefit",  this  report  is  presently  under 
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consideration  by  the  Library  Commission. 

I  would  like  to  point  out  a  few  facts  and  circumstances 
stirrounding  this  report •    As  is  true  with  any  commentary  of 
this  kind  its  weakness  is  that  it  is  impossible  to  assess 
who  was  aware  of  these  circumstances  and  to  what  extent  they 
were  aware.     Therefore  I  shall  not  pursue  the  implications  of 
this  report  into  the  area  of  personalities.    However  I  am 
convinced  that  this  report  could  not  have  sprung  from  pure 
innocence. 

The  thesis  of  my  analysis  is  that  this  report  is  motivated 
by  someone's  political  advantage. 

It  is  widely  supposed  that  ' the-- Task  Force- was  brought  into 
being  by  the  Riles  Commission,  a  commission  that  analyzed  the 
relationship  between  the  School  District  and  the  City  Govern- 
ment and  submitted  its  report  in  May  1976.     In  fact  the  School 
District  unilaterally  created  the  Joint  Task  Force  by  resolution 
on  December  9,  1975.    What  ever  informal  communication  took 
place  that  may  have  motivated  the  creation  of  the  Task  Force 
is  lost  to  history.     It  is  not  mentioned  in  any  of  the  four 
progress  reports  submitted  to  the  School  Board.  The  Riles  Com- 
mission   Report  acknowledged  the  Task  Force  as  already  being 
in  existmce  and  does  support  it. 

The  Riles  Report  also  quotes  the  State  Education  Code  as 
saying  that  "School  Districts  in  California  must  provide  library 
services.     They  may  establish  their  own  libraries  or  purchase 
the  services  of  a  city  or  county  library  system."  Apparently 
they  have  no  intention  of  doing  either. 

Let's  look  at  the  statistics  that  were  prepared  for  the 
Riles  Commission  and  that  everyone  understands.     The  book 
budget  for  Elementary  School  Libraries  in  1970-1971  was  $196,300 
by  1974-1975  that  had  been  reduced  to  $51,800  a  reduction  of 
73 •5^.     That  was  in  the  face  of  a  459^  increase  in  book  prices, 
so  that  the  effective  book  buying  power  was  11.9^  of  what  it 
had  been  5  years  before. 

The  statistics  for  Sfe-aff  are  similar.     The  miminum  standards 
recommended  by  the  California  Association  of  School  Libraries 
is  one  full  time  librarian  for  each  500  students  or  one  per 
school.     The  Riles  report  states  that  there  are  29  librarians 
for  97  elementary  schools.  Sixteen  schools  have  no  scheduled 
visits  from  a  professional  librarian  another  50  schools  have  a 
full  time  librarian.     This  is  in  the  face  of  an  elementary 
school  enrollment  of  36,000  children.    What  makes  these  statis- 
tics worse  is  that  405^  of  the  support  for  elementary  school 
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lilDraries  is  State  and  Federal  Funds. 

What  is  even  more  interesting  is  what  has  happened  since 
the  Riles  Commission  Report,    Last  year  the  School  Libraries 
budget  was  reduced  by  another  2io  in  the  face  of  a  9^  increase 
in  the  total  budget.    This  year  the  Central  Office  of  School 
Libraries  was  wiped  out.    Four  administrators,  a  Coordinator, 
an  Assistant  coordinator  of  both  Elementary  and  Secondary 
School  Libraries  were  replaced  by  one  "Media  and  Library  Special- 
ist" whose  primary  experience  is  in  producing  film  strips. 

It  is  clear  to  me  that  the  School  District  is  using  the 
apparent  cooperation  embodied  in  this  report  to  answer  cri- 
ticisms of  its  failure  to  fullfill  its  responsibility. 

The  Commission  made  its  appointments  to  the  Task  Force 
at  the  insistence  of  Commissioner  Weisberg  at  the  July,  1976- 
meeting. 

The  composition  of  the  appointees  to  the  Task  Force  is  a 
curiosity  in  itself.     There  were  only  three  librarians,  Grace 
Ruth,  Glenda  Hooper  and  Joan  Dillon,  of  the  seven  possible 
appointments  and  only  those  three  were  indentifiable  as  sup- 
porters of  the  Public  Library.     They  were  appointed  by  Com- 
missioners Stem,  Callanan,  and  Bransten.    One  Authoress  was 
appointed  by  Commissioner  Weisberg.     I  should  explain  that 
Mrs.  Weisberg  is  herself  a  "school  librarian  for  the  School 
District"  and  book  store  owner.     I  have  been  imable  to  de- 
termine on  exactly  what  basis  she  is  a  school  librarian  but 
apparently  her  loyalities  to  the  School  District  are  so  strong 
that  she  listed  it  first  in  the  mini-biographies  that  were 
published  when  she  became  a  Commissioner.    A  retired  vice- 
principle  from  the  School  District  was  appointed  by  President 
Englander  who  is  a  teacher  himself  with  the  School  District. 
An  employee  of  the  School  District  working  under  a  Federal 
Project  (Emergency  School  Aid  Act)  was  appointed  by  Commissioner 
Richardson  herself  a  book  store  OTOier  and  director  of  Multi- 
ethnic studies  for  the  Sausalito  School  District.  Commissioner 
Jung  appointed  a  gentlemen  who  immediately  resigned  and  Tvas 
never  replaced. 

The  primarv  issues  invoked  in  the  consideration  of  this 
report  were  (l)  that  there  was  some  duplication  of  services 
and  (2)  that  cooperation  is  a  virtue  in  all  circumstances. 

The  issue  concerning  cooperation  is  the  most  difficult  to 
deal  with.    And  still  is  the  most  viinlent.     There  is  no 
shortage  of  bureaucrats  jockeying  for  position  to  accuse  each 
other  of  being  uncooperative.    What  everyone  refuses  to  under- 
stand is  that  participating  in  one's  own  distruction  is  not 
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cooperation, 

Let*s  consider  "duplication"  for  a  moment.     Tlie  Children's 
Services  of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library  serve  all  children 
from  infancy  through  age  13.     The  Department  of  Health's 
figure  for  that  group  is  114,200.     The  elementary  enrollment 
of  San  Francisco  Unified  School  District  is  31.58?  as  of  Decem- 
ber 7,  1977.     Therefore  the  supposed  arguments  about  dupli- 
cation of  services  only  begin  to  apply  for  27.7^  of  the  child- 
ren served  by.  the  Children's  Libraries. 

For  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  professional  mandate 
of  Children's  Librarians  to  create  an  atmosphere  in  which 
independant  learning  and  a  genuine  intellectual  discovery  can 
take  place,  they  know  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  that 
being  duplicated  by  the  service  that  a  child  can  and  should 
have  in  a  school  library.     The  real  question  is  does  the  im- 
plimentation  of  these  proposals  deprive  the  other  72.3^  of 
the  equal  treatment  they  deserve.     The  professional  staff  of 
the  San  Francisco  Public  Library  seems  to  feel  that  it  does. 
And  I  am  convinced  that  they  are  the  one's  who  are  more  con- 
cerned about  the  children  of  San  Francisco. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  a  public  library  to  gather  and  mako 
accessable  a  wide  scope  of  information  and  cultural  heritage. 
The  public  library  has  always  resisted  attempts  to  deplete 
its  mission  or  its  resources  in  serving  the  narrower  scope 
of  another  institution. 

The  Commission's  own  Library  Resources  Committee  recom- 
mended rejection  of  the  Report  although  in  very  general  terms. 
It  recognized  the  situation  when  it  said  in  its  own  memo  to 
the  Commission  "  To  tilt  the  catholic  role  of  the  public  library 
in  the  direction  of  any  other  agency's  goals  and  responsibilities 
wouJLd  be  a  disservice  to  both". 

The  staff  is  unalterably  opposed  but  was  dissuaded  from 
submitting  a  written  objection  because  they  were  lead  to  believe 
that  it  would  die  quietly. 

The  Commission  has  ignored  all  of  this  and  without  formally 
adopting  the  report  has  begun  steps  to  impliment  it.  What  the 
Commission  has  done  is  to  authorize  themselves  to  commence 
talks  with  the  School  Board  to  "create  a  structure  within  which 
cooperation  can  take  place."    What  form  that  will  take  or  whether 
the  staff  will  be  informed  before  it  takes  place  is  anyone's 
guess. 

I  had  planned  a  rather  long  analysis  of  the  report  itself 
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but  space  is  rapidly  becoming  a  factor. 

For  the  readers  of  this  Newsletter,  I  hardly  need  to 
go  into  the  various  issues  that  are  grouped  under  the  general 
headings  of  intellectual  freedom,  professional  integrity,  and 
the  principles  regarding  development  of  a  collection.  Perhaps, 
I  can  take  that  up  in  a  later  issue. 

For  now  it  is  sufficient  to  note  that  out  of  17  reccom- 
dations  contained  in  the  report,  5  are  things  that  are  already 
being  done  by  the  library  to  some  extent,  7  are  gross  inter-  . 
ference  in  the  recognized  discretion  of  professional  librarians, 
4  don't  apply  to  the  library  at  all  and  one  is  meaningless 
in  that  it  recommends  the  results  of  an  action  but  not  the 
action. 

Which  leads  me  to  the  heart  of  the  issues  under  discussion. 
All  of  the  resolutions  in  this  report  would  be  to  various 
extents  legitimate  if  they  were  suggestions  that  came  through 
regular  channels.     IThey  are  not  suggestions.     They  are  attempts 
to  force  the  Library  to  compromise  its  primary  mission.  I 
would  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  areas  of  cooperation  are 
beside  the  point.     This  fits  into  a  pattern  of  the  School 
Districts  attempts  to  subordinate  other  agencys.     This  is  no 
less  than  an  attempt  tp  establish  control  for  certain  purposes 
over  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library. 

As  I  see  it  there  is  only  one  issue  left  and  that  is 
that  the  public  library  is  an  educational  and  cultural  in- 
stitution and  as  such  should  be  on  good  terms  with  the  other 
educational  and  cultural  institutions  of  the  community.  That 
is  ceriiainly  true^  and  as  far  as  I  know  the  public  library  is, 
and  expends  considerable  effort  to  remain,  on  good  terms  with 
the  school  district.     If  there  were  a  little  more  respect  for 
the  public  library  shown  by  the  school  district,  and  a  for- 
bearence  from  burdening  the  librarians  with  this  kind  of  a 
report,  relations  might  be  better. 

I  propose  that  at  the  least  there  should  be  a  written 
response  to  this  report  by  the  professional  staff  and  hope- 
fully public  hearings  as  well. 

As  I  indicated  before  there  may  be  people  involved  in 
this  report  who  really  believe  that  they  are  doing  something 
for  the  children  of  San  Francisco.     However,  that  in  itself 
may  involve  some  unconscious  prejudices,  one  has  only  to  ask 
himself  what  the  reaction  would  be  if  a  similar  purposal 
was  made  for  Adult  Services,  to  understand  that  the  rights 
of  children  are  being  violated. 

There  is  no  question  in  my  mind  that  a  child  has  a 
right  to  public  library  service,  that  is  independant  of 
influence  from  the  School  District. 


I  would  like  to  remind  Mr.  Englander  that  at  one  of  the 
first  meetings  after  he  became  a  commissioner  a  young  mother 
in  response  to  a  leaflet  that  I  handed  out,  waited  through 
the  entire  meeting  to  describe  how  important  public  libraries 
had  been  to  her  and  h.er  children.     Mr.  Englander  responded 
by  promising  her  that  this  commission  would  never  do  anything 
to  compromise  the  children's  libraries.     I  would  suggest  that 
if  he  can  do  nothing  else  at  least  he  can  remember  her  promise 
to  that  young  mother. 

HUREY!  HURRY!   GET  ON  THE  BAND  WAGON  NOW! 

Yes,  you  can  recieve  your  own  copy  of  the  "Original". 
Act  now  and  your  collection  will  include  these  rare  and  hard 
to  get  early  issues.     Be  the  envy  of  your  friends.     The  first 
issue  of  Life  or  Playboy  is  now  a  collector's  item.     Y/hy  should 
the  "Original"  be  any  different?    Upcoming  in  future  issues,  The 
Grand  Jury  Report,  The  Brown  Act  and  the  City  Charter,  '//hat  are 
Children's  Libraries,  and  many,  many  more.     Send  your  address 
to  me,  James  Chaffee,  P.  0.  Box  141,  San  Francisco,  California 
94101.     Also  suggestions,  contributions  or  feed  back  of  any 
kind  are  welcome. 
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Final  figures  on  the  budget  request  are  not  yet 
available.     A  decision  on  the  automated  circulation  system 
has  not  been  reached.     The  final  report  on  the  needs  survey 
isn't  ready  yet.     All  in  all,  as  a  nev/s  week,  on  a  scale  of 
1  to  10,  this  has  been  a  -3.    And,  publication  date  is 
Friday  the  13th: 


OLD,  BUT  GOOD  NET-IS 

Did  you  notice  that  the  December  29  issue  of  the  Pay 
Guardian  selected  the  Business  Library  for  inclusion  on 
their  list  of  "The  Very  Best"  with  high  praise  for  the 
resources,  and  the  staff. 


BUDGET  REQUEST 


There  will  be  a  frenzy  of  activity  next  week  on  the 
budget . 

...Public  Hearing:     7:30  p.m.,  Tuesday,  January  17, 
Ortega  Branch. 


.Commission  Budget  Committee  meeting:  Moon,  Wednesday, 
January  10,  in  the  Commission  Room, 


SAN 
FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 


Ofmal 


...Public  Hearing:     7:30  p.n. ,  Wednesday,  January  18, 
in  the  Coininission  Room. 

...Special  Commission  Heeting  for  adoption  of  the 
budget  request:     5:00  p.m.,  Thursday,  January  19, 
in  the  Commission  Room. 


THE  EXCHANGE 

...Does  anyone  have  a  copy  of  the  issue  of  SMT  FRAIICISCO  OPERA 
llAGAZ iriE  for  "Ariadne  auf  Waxos"?    Art  &  Plusic  needs  a 
copy  for  binding,  they'd  be  most  appreciative  of  a 
donation . 

...How  would  you  like  to  own  a  copy  of  the  By-Laws  of  the 
San  Francisco  Public  Library  Commission  of  your  very 
own?    These  are  now  available  from  the  Secretary's  Office 

...Anyone  seeking  to  complete  files  of  the  OFFICIAL  BULLETIN 
-  PSEUDEPIGPAPHA  should  contact  the  Librarian's  Office, 
or  Public  Information  soon.     They  vjill  be  discarding  all 
except  file  copies  before  the  end  of  January. 


THE  PIG  INTRODUCES  m  EXCITIITG,  THOUGH  IRREGULAR,  NEW  FEATURE  I 

OENOLOGICAL  NOTES 

(Hella  Rains  is,  as  many  of  you  knov;,  an  enthusiastic 
bibber  of  the  grape.  She  has  agreed  to  share  with  us  her  notes 
on  current  tastings.     All  of  the  wines  she  discusses  are 
available  v/ithin  one  block  of  the  I'^ain  Library.     Her  reports 
v/ill  appear  as  the  spirit (s)  m^ove  her.  -  Editor.) 

As  the  first  x^rine  let's  compare  some  Chenin  Blancs. 
Chenin  blanc  or  Pineau  de  la  Loire, as  it  is  sometimes  called, 
is  the  grape  used  to  make  Vouvray,  so  named  after  an  area  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Loire  in  France.     In  California  it  is 
considered  a  raid-varietal,  v/hich  years  ago  was  used  mainly 
for  blending.     Due  to  its  popularity  m.any  wineries  nov7  meuke 
it  as  a  varietal  v/ine,  v;hich  may  be  slightly  sweet  (or  off-dry 
the  new  in-word)  or  dry,  or  sometim.es  quite  dry  and  pov/erful. 
However  the  best  way  to  vinify  this  grape  is,  to  my  m.ind ,  in 
a  soft,  off-dry  manner,  which  makes  it  a  very  good  sipping  or 
aperitif  wine.     I  tasted  four  wines  for  this  column,  v;hich 
all  are  good  values. 

1.  Souverain  of  Alexander  Valley  '76,  $1,95.  Clear,  light 
color,  light  body,  mild  varietal  nose,  a  slight  spritz, 
a  touch  of  bitter  in  the  aftertaste.     Not  bad. 

2.  Pedroncelli   '76,  $1.65.  A  very  popular  wine,  but  one  I  do 
not  like  at  all  myself.     Slightly  cloudy,  off-nose,  low 
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acid,  off-dry  in  taste  and  sone         f  which  disappears 
after  a  v/hile,  and  is  not  harr.iful.     I  stress  again  that 
this  particular  wine  is  one  of  Pedroncelli ' s  best-sellers, 
in  spite  of  my  personal  dislike. 

3.  Oakville  '76,  $1,70.     This  is  now  P..  ^".ondavi '  s  secondary 
label,  after  the  original  winery  went  bankrupt,  iiediura 
gold  color,  good  bouquet,  light  body,  little  aftertaste. 
A  nice  wine  for  the  price. 

4.  Chateau  Floncontour  '75,  $3.35,  a  Vouvray  from  France. 
IJice  golden  color,  slight  honey  nose,  more  bcdy,  good 
sugar-acid  balance,  off-dry.     This  is  the  most  expensive 
wine  of  thr;  ones  tasted,  but  well  worth  the  price.  Ouite 
superior  to  the  others. 

One  problem  with  California  Chenin  blancs  is,  that  it 
is  difficult  to  get  enough  acid  in  the  grapes,  so  that  the 
wines  tend  to  be  somewhat  flabby.     Of  the  four  wines  I 
recommend  the  Ch.  r'?oncontour  wholeheartedly,  and  the  Oakville 
reservedly. 

If  anybody  has  any  questions  dealing  vjith  v/ine,  please 
send  them  to  me  in  the  Catalog  Dept.  and  I  will  be  happy  to 
try  to  answer  them  in  future  columns. 

Hella  Rains 


LIBPARY  LORE 

We  recently  reported  on  the  nenalties  some  early 
libraries  imposed  on  those  who  failed  to  return  books, 
however  there  is  another  aspect  thrt  should  be.  covered. 

What  about  books  that  are  returned,  but  damaged?  In 
Ohio,  in  about  1854,  a  school  library  pasted  the  follov/ing 
v/arning  in  its  books  s 

"Injuries  to  books  shall  subject  the  drawer 
to  fines,  thus:  Each  grease  spot,  10  cents. 
Finger  marks,  5  cents  each.     Each  torn  leaf, 
burned  or  injured,  10  cents.     Each  turned  dov/n 
leaf,  3  cents.    Each  leaf  marked  either  by  pen 
or  pencil,  10  cents,     Slight  defacem.ent  of  bindin*^, 
which  will  include  marks,  scratches,  grease  snots, 
rubs,  or  gnawing  by  children,  10  cents." 

We  borrowed  the  above  frop  the  AAP's  TRADE  VOICES  ~ 
they  found  it  in  AE  B00K^2AIJ'S  WEEKLY.     Since  the  new 
copyright  law  vrent  into  effect  we've  decided  to  be  more 
punctilious  about  quoting  sources. 


All  of  us  i/ere  shocked  and  saddened  to  learn  of  the 
death  of  Elliott  Chinn's  wife  last  Friday.     Our  hoart-felt 
condolences  to  Elliott  and  his  family. 
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FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  CniLDREIT'P  SEPVICEC 


Tuesday 


HOE  V/iLLEY  EPJMlCIi 
Theme ;  RESCUE 
Films:     "Iladeline's  Rescue" 
" Swimmy" 

"The  Three  Robbers" 

Theme:     PllEBlCMl  INDI^iJS  Tuesday 

Films :     "Loon ' s  necklace " 

"Paddle "to- the  Tea'- 
"Annie  and  the  Old  One" 


January  17 


January  17 


10:30  ai.i 
(pre-school 
ages  3-5) 


^  iOO  pm 
(ages  G 


&  up) 


I'lEST  PORTi^L  BRAT-'CH 


Tuesday 


Theme :  CH^PEC 
Films:  "Tangram" 

'Alphabet" 

'•Magic  I-'ichael" 

"Little  Blue,  Little  Yellow" 


January  17     7 -.00  pr 

(r>  re-school 
ages  3-5) 


WESTEPIsI  ADDITION  BRAUCE 


Theme : 
Films : 


Theme  t 
Fi  Im-S : 


TTIIITER  FUIT 
"Cnowy  Day" 
"BlueL'Grries  for  Sal" 
"f^^reat  Toy  Robbery" 

FAVORITE  TAXES 
"Ali  Baba" 
=^Just  Say  Hie" 
"Story  of  King  rd'^'as 


Tuesday        January  17    10? 30  am 
&  1:30  nm 
(pre-school 
ages  3-5) 


Tuesday        January  17 


4:00  pm 
(ages  6 


Si  up) 


m.m  CHILDREN'S  ROOn  (.^^ain  Library)  Uednesday  January  18  10:00  am 


Them.e : 
Film.s : 


Them.e : 
Films : 


ANI^IAL  CIDERS  &.  3:00  pm 

"Caps  for  Sale"  (pre-school 

"Curious  neorge  Rides  a  Bike"  ages  3-5) 
"In  the  Forest 
'T'^ake  Way  for  Ducklings" 

IT  ALL  HAPPENED  IH  PARIS  Wednesday  January  18  4:00  pm 

"Red  Balloon"  (ages  6  &  up) 
"Beast  of  rionsieur  Pacir.e" 
"Anatole  and  the  Piano' 


WESTPORTAL  BRANCH 


Wednesday    January'  18 


10:30  am 
(pre-school 
ages  3-5) 


Them.e:  SHAPES 
Film.S2  "Tangram." 

"Alphabet" 

"Magic  PUchael" 

"Little  Blue,  Little  Yellow" 

Theme:     ACROSS  TH^:'  CITY:  CHINATOTIN  Pedn^^sday  January  18  4:00  pm 
Films:     "Dragon  Wore  Tennis  Shoes"  (ages  6  &.  up) 

"I'm.  Going  to  be  the  Lion's  Head" 


EXCELSIOR  BPAioCH 


  Thursday      January  19  10:30  am 

Them.e:  ADVENTURES  -  LARGE  S  SrAiL  (pre-school 
Films:     "riike  Mulligan  &  his  Steam  Shovel"  ages  3-5) 

"Millions  of  Cats" 


Theme  s     FRIENDSHIP  Thursday 
Films:     "New  Student,  Mev;  Friends" 
Reach  Out" 

"Boy  Next  Door" 

"Giving  Tree" 


January  If) 


4:00 

(ages  6  &  up) 


NORTH  BEACH  ERj?aNCH 


Theme : 
Film: 


Theme : 
Film: 


REALLY  ROSIE 
"Really  Posie" 

REALLY  PCS IE 
'•Really  Poise'' 


Thursday      vTanuary  19 


Thursday      January  19 


10:30  am 
£.2:30  nm. 
(pre-school 
ages  3-5) 
4:00  pm. 
(ages  6  &  uo) 


SmSET  BPiVITCn 


Thursc^'ay      January  19     10;  30  am 


Them.es     LET'S  PRETEND 
Films:     "Mexander  and  the  car  v/ith  the 
passing  Headlight" 
"Brake  Free" 

"A  Picture  for  Harold's  Room" 

Them.e:  TRUTH  AND  PIOOWSHINE  Thursday  January  19 
Fi  Im.s :     "I5r .  Pounds  " 

"The  Happy  Owls" 

"Sam.,  Bangs,  and  f^oonnhine' 


2:00  pm 
(pre-school 
ages  3-5) 


4:00  pm 
(ages  G  6  up) 


SPECIAL  PROGPJNJiS  FOR  CHILDREN 


PARKS  IDE  BRAIJCK  Thursday      January  19     10:30  am 

YOU,  YOUR  NE17  BABY  AND  TH.r  LIBRARY: 
Second  in  a  series  of  four  program.s  for  new  parents 
and  their  babies   (up  to  18  months) .  Interested 
parents  are  requested  to  pre-register  with  Joyce  Dixon, 
Children's  Librarian  (56C-4647) . 

POTRERO  BPJ^JTCH  Thursday      January  19     3:00  s  4:00  nm 

PUPPET  SK0!7,  TRIP  TRAP  TROUPE  (ages  3  &  up) 

(Composed  of  Children's  Librarians" 
Theme:     TJHERI^  THE  BEARS  APE 
Plays:     "llovj  the  Bear  Lost  his  Tail" 
"Sody  Sallyraytus" 
"The  Three  Bears" 


DIAJi-A-STORY  626-6516  January  16-2  Q 


"The  Three  Billy  Goats  Gruff",  told  by  Grace  Ruth, 
Children's  Librarian. 


uBusHgj)  mtm  BY  TH0      frai^osco  public  ubmry-  omo  e,  eBLcHjevmR, 
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THE  BUDGET  B?XLET 


JAITUARY  20,   19  78 


i'.ssuming  nothing  unforscen  occurs,  the  Library  vrill  be 
submitting  a  1978/79  budget  request  for  $10,525,374  to  City 
Hall  this  month.     As  we  go  to  press  the  Finrince  and  Euc'get 
Committee  of  the  Cornmission  is  meeting.     There  vjill  be 
another  Public  Hearing  this   (Wednesday)  evening,  anc'  the 
full  Commission  is  scheduled  to  act  on  the  budget  request 
tom.orrow  (Thursday)  at  5s00  p.m.. 

If  the  recomm.endations  made  by  the  administration  are 
accepted  the  numbers  v/ill  look  like  thiss 


Staff 

Books 

Equipment 

Or>e  rat  ions 

Capital 
Improvements 


Request  1977/78 
$  7,126,085 
1,000,000 
448,514 
1,073,025 

597,400 
$10,245,024 


Actual  1977/78 
$5,531,264 
725,000 
301,728 
812,551 

9,900 


$7,380,443 


Request  1978/79 
$  7,575,954 
1,000  ,000 
336,348 
1,102 ,372 

510  ,700 
$10,525,374 
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Among  the  items  being  requested  are  the  follov/ing: 

...Provide  six  day  service  at  nearly  all  branches. 

...Provide  Sunday  service  at  r''ain  Library. 

...$102,000  to  improve  book  collections  at  all  branches. 

...$123^800  to  extend  automated  circulation  system,  to 
Richmond,  Chinatovm  and  Gunset  branches, 

. . oExpand  collections  in  Chinese,  Spanish,  Japanese,  Tagalog, 
Korean,  and  Italian  languages. 

...Install  an  automatic  elevator  at  Main  V7hich  v/ould  provide 
easier    access  for  the  handicapped. 

...More  McIIaughton  books  at.  all  facilities. 

...Hire  an  Early  Childhood  Education  Specialist. 

...Hire  an  Assistant  City  Librrrian. 

... Funds  for  a  "celebration  of  the  book"  in  honor  of  the 
100th  anniversary  of  SFPL, 

...An  automatic  fire  extinguishing  system  to  protect  unique 
and  irreplaceable  materials. 

...Electronic  book  detection  system  for  .Main  Library. 

...Special  acquisition  fund  for  archives,  local  history, 
and  other  special  collections, 

...Hire  a  full-time  Children's  Librarian  for  Presidio  Branch. 

...Install  a  burglar  alarm  system,  at  several  branches. 

BUDGET  SCHEDULE 

After  approval  by  the  Library  Commission,  our  budget 
request  will  proceed  as  follows? 

January  31    -    All  figures  and  justification  must  be  submitted 
to  the  Controller,  and  hence  to  the  Jlayor. 

April  15        -    The  Mayor's  recomm.endations  v/ill  be  forv^arded 
to  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

April  14-21  -    The  Finance  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors vrill  hold  Departmental  Hearings  on 
budget  requests. 
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April  24 


At  7:30  PoiP..  ,  thr  Board  of  Pupcrvisors  will 
hold  their  Pablic  Herring  on  the  budget 
requests , 


nay  8 


The  Finance  Committee  v/ill  renort  a  recomnended 
budget  to  the  full  Board  of  fupervisors. 


May  15 


The  Board  vrill  adont  the  annual  budget  for 
the  City. 


r^ay 


26 


JZecond  reading. 


June  1 


Final  passage o 


PLEHIPOTEHTIARY  PARLAY  PLAi-INED 

The  California  Governor's  Conference  on  Libraries  and 
Information  Services  has  been  scheduled  for  March  2-4,  1979, 
at  the  Sacramento  Convention  Center »     It  will  run  fron  Friday 
evening  through  Sunday  afternoon. 

An  estirr.ated  300  delegates,  plus  observers,  are  expected 
to  attend.     Lay  persons  will  outnumber  professionals  by  2  to  1 
Professionals  are  defined  as  librarians,  library  corjnis si oners 
and  information  specialists. 

The  tentative  conference  budget  is  $70,000  of  which 
$25,000  will  be  provided  by  MCLIS.     The  balajice  will  be 
sought  from.  State  funds.     Delegates  with  the  aJbility  to  pay 
the  costs  of  their  attendance  will  be  aske-'T  to  do  so,  but 
no  delegate  will  be  e^scluded  because  of  inability  to  pay. 

A  statewide  assessment  of  information  needs  and  resources 
will  be  conducted  this  spring  with  a  final  report  scheduled 
for  October  or  iJovember.     An  RFP  is  in  preparation.  The 
survey  will  be  based  on  a  stratified  random,  sample  of  the 
State. 

An  undetermined  number  of  regional  nre -conferences  v;ill 
also  be  held.     The  principal  purposes  of  such  pre-conferences 
ares  to  assure  grassroots  avjareness  of  and  involvement  in  the 
Governor's  Conference?  to  obtain  topics,  ideas,  and  opinions 
for  the  statewide  meeting;  and,  to  identify  potential 
delegates  to  the  Governor's  Conference, 


FAIL  HOT  TO  HEED  THIS  HARNIITC 

Effective  January  1,  1D78,  the  City  of  San  Francisco 
does  not  carry  liability  insurance  on  City  evened  vehicles 
So,  if  you  should  be  driving  a  City  owned  vehicle,  and  be 
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involved  in  an  accident,  be  sure  that  you  are  using  the 
vehicle  "in  the  course  and  scope  of  your  ep.nloynent" .  If 
you  are  so  doing,  the  City  will  assume  responsiblity  for  any 
claim  against  you»     However,  if  you  are  using  the  City 
vehicle  outside  the  ''course  and  scope  of  your  er^ploymcnt" 
you  could  be  in  big  trouble . 


EDUCATIONAL  OPPORTUNITY 

"The  man  who  has  ceased,  to  learn  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  wander  around  loose 
in  these  dangerous  days."      '^'i,''-.  Coady 

Will  Freeman,  our  AV  expert,  will  give  six  vrorkshops 
on  the  operation  of  projectors  and  setting  up  for        urograms  o 
These  v.7orkshops  last  one  hour.     They  will  be  held  in  the 
Lurie  Room.     They  all  start  at  lOsOO  a.m..  Pacific  Standard 
Time.     They  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  January  26?  Friday, 
January  27?  Thursday,  Februpr^^  2?  Friday,  February  3? 
Thursday,  Ilarch  2;  and  Friday,  r'arch  3. 

All  interested  library  personnel  are  encouraged  to 
attend.     But,  enrollment  is  limited.     Make  your  plans  early. 
Then,  call  Cara  Cox,  Registrar  at  55 8-39 P5. 


ITATIONAL  BOOK  CRITIC'S  CIRCLE  AimRPg 

The  200  professional  critics  and  revirwers  of  the  Book 
Critic's  Circle  have  announced  the  following  awards  for  books 
written  by  Americans  in  1977s 

Fictions  SONG  OF  SOLOMMJ  by  Toni  Morrison,  Knopf. 

Poetry s  DAY  BY  DAY  by  Robert  Lowell,  F.S.G. 

Non- Fiction:  SAI^^UEL  JOIIWSON  by  Walter  Jackson  Bate,  K.B.J. 

Criticisms      OIT  PITOTOGR.APHY  by  Susan  Sontag,  F.S.G. 

The  award  ceremony  V7as  held  in  New  York  on  January  19. 


COMMISSIOIT  CO?^MITTEE  ASS  I GNHEUTS 


President  Englander  has  announced  the  following 
Comjnission  Committee  assignments? 


External  Affairs 


Stern,  Chair 

Callanan 

Pichardson 


Finance 


Erar.sten,  Chair 

IJeisberg 

Callanan 


Operations 


Yung,  Chair 

Bransten 

Ficharc'son 


Personnel 


Richardson,  Chair 

Yung 


Bransten 


Planning 


IJeisberg, 

Stern 

Yung 


Chair 


Resources 


Callanan, 

Weisberg 

Stern 


Chair 


"LIEPJ^.RY  NEUS" 


The  Urban  Libraries  Council,  as  part  of  their  nation- 
wide effort  to  vrin  increased  support  for  metropolitan 
libraries,  has  published  a  tabloid  newspaper  "Library  ITevrs", 
EFPL  has  received  a  supply  and  each  branch  and  the  Tain 
be  given  copies  for  distribution  to  the  public. 


Several  people  have  cornnented  that  they  like  our  new, 
irregular  feature,  Hella  Pains*  Oenological  renorts ,  but 
commented  that  they'd  been  unable  to  locate  the  wines  she 
discussed  at  the  prices  she  quoted.     It  is  fairly  vrell 
known  that  not  all  retailers  follow  California's  so-called 
"fair  trade"  foolishness  in  the  pricing  of  alcoholic 
beverages.     We  thought  we  were  being  subtle  when  we 
reDorted  that  the  wines  Ilella  tasted  v/ere  availabile 
within  a  block  of  the  F'^.ain  Library,  but  V7e  obviously 
didn't  make  ourselves  clear.     The  wines  Hella  reports 
on  are  available,  at  the  prices  she  quotes,  at  Vecchio's 
on  Golden  Gate.     This  is  a  public  service  announcement,  not 
a  commercial. 
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ONLY  IN       LIFOPIT I ^ 


"I7hy  should  we  subsidize  intellectual  curiosity?'" 

-  <"-overnor  Ronald  Pergan 

"I  question  whether  x^^e  can  afford  to  teach  mother 
nacrame  vrhen  Johnny  still  can't  read." 

-  Governor  Jerry  Brown 


Me  were  saddened  to  learn  of  the  death  I^ednesday  of 
Jane  Ferdon's  brother.  Bill,  Our  thoughts  and  sympathy 
will  be  with  Jane  and  her  fair.ily. 


His  SFPL  friends  v^ill  also  vrant  to  know  of  the  death 
last  Friday  of  George  Hawkins ,  long-tim.e  representative 
of  Putnam's.     Service  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  January  21, 
at  Noon,  Et.  Ilark's  Episcopal  Church,  Bancroft  and  Ellsworth, 
Berkeley, 
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FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  CI! ILDRFI:  CZrVlCES 


FILM  PROGFAriS  FOP.  CHILDFEK 


INGLES  IDE  LPmCB 


Tucsc'^ay      January  2^ 


Theraes  AJIir-ATIOH  FEFTIVMi 
Films s     "Red  Ball  Express" 

"I  know  An  Old  Lady  IJlio  Swallowed  a.  Fly" 

"Hen  Hop" 

"Foolish  Frog" 

"I'latrioska" 

Themes  i^JIMATION  FESTIVAX  Tuesday  January/  24 
Films:     "Legend  of  Sleepy  Hollow" 

"LeoDold  the  See-through  CruTibnicker" 

"Petunia" 


10s 30  an 
(nre-school 
ages  3-5) 


3:30  rr 
(ages  6  &  up) 


VISITACION  VALLEY  BP-AUCH 
Theme  %     JAiJUARY  JOYS 
Films:     "Rosie's  Walk" 

"Andy  and  tlic  Lion" 
"Peter's  Chair" 
'Little  Drummer  Boy 


Tuesday      Jcinuary  2^ 


1/JADEN  ERAITCH 


Theme:     BIEET  P^DELINE  Mm  SAL 

Films:  "Madeline' 

"IJadeline's  Rescue" 
"Blueberries  for  Sal" 

Theme:     HURRAH  FOR  HEROES  Tuesday 
Films:     "Case  of  the  Cosmic  Comic" 
"Ghosts  and  Ghoulies" 


Tuesday      January  24 


January  24 


10:30  am 
f:  1:30  pm. 
(pro-school 
ages  3-5) 


10:30  ojn 
£  11:30  am 
(pre -school 
ages  3-5) 


4:00  pm. 
(ages  6 


un) 


PARKBPJUJCH 


Thursday    January  7^ 


Them.e:  BOOK  FRIENDS 
Film.s:     "Happy  Ov7ls'' 

"Make  Way  for  Ducklings" 

"Ujim.a" 

•'Curious  George  Rides  a  Pdke" 
"Frederick" 


10:30  am 
6  2:15  pm 
(pre-school 
ages  3-5) 


OCEAN  VIFT7  BBMmi  Thursday    January  26     2:00  pm 

Theme  s  SPECIAL  MOMMITS  (pre-school 
Films:     "Jenny's  Birthday"  ages  3-5) 

"T'Thistle  for  Willie'' 

"Wy  Mother  is  the  Host  Beautiful  :Tomsn  in  the  World" 
"Red  Carpet" 


Theme:     LET'S  CELEBRATE        Thursday    January  26 
Films:     "Dragon  Wore  Tennis  Shoes" 
" Dragon ' s  Tears " 

"I'm.  Going  to  be  the  Lion's  Head" 


4  !;  0  0  pm 
(ages  6  &  ur) 
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CPECIJ^L  PRQGRAfl  FOR  CHILDREN 


PAl^I^SIDE  BPMJCH  T.hursdo.y    January  26     10:30  am 

YOU,  YOUR  WET-7  BAEY  MTD  THE  LIEPARYs 
Third  in  a  series  of  four  programs 
for  parents  and  their  babies   (ur>  to 
18  raonths)  .     Interested  parents  aro 
requested  to  pre --register  with 
Jovce  Dixon,  Children's  Librarian 
(566-4647) 

POP-TOLA  BRM7CH  Thursday    January  26     4  :00  pm 

(ages  6  &  up) 

STORY  HOUR 


******************** 


DIAL-A-STOP.Y  (C26-6516)  continues  twenty-four  hours  a  day 
with  a  different  children's  story  each  week. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
CHILDREN'S  LIBRARIANS 


invite  you  to  attend 
a 

CHAMPAGNE  RECEPTION 

honoring 

MISS  EFFIE  LEE  MORRIS 
CHILDREN'S  CO-ORDINATOR 
SAN  FRANCISCO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
1963-1978 

SUNDAY 
FEBRUARY  26,  1978 
3:00  -  5:00  p.m. 

HILTON  HOTEL 
VISTA  ROOM 
45th  FLOOR  TOWER 
(Mason  s  O'Farrell  Streets) 

$7.50  per  person 


Send  this  reservation  form  by  February  17 ,  1978  accompanied  by  your  check 
made  payable  to:   


Ms.  Betty  Schwabacher 

Golden  Gate  Valley  Branch  Library 

1801  Green  Street 

San  Francisco ,  California  94123 


NAME   

ADDRESS 


AliOUNT  ENCLOSED 


0 


uBusH£^  weeKLT  Br  rne  Sf^hi  ffukmsco  public  ubmry^  x>fiN\o  £.  8BLcHj£vm/^ 


V0LUI1E  15  -  NUflBER  4 


JAIWARY  27,  1978 


FOX  DOHATIOM  CELEBRATION 


As  everybody  should  know  by  now,  George  ''U  Fox  of 
Charlemont,  Massachusetts,  has  recently  donated  an  important 
collection  of  early  illustrated  books  for  children  to  SFPL. 

Tuesday  evening  this  gift  was  celebrated.  Professor 
Jerome  Cushraan  of  UCLA,  an  expert  on  children's  literature, 
lectured  to  a  large  and  enthusiastic  audience  in  the 
Coiranission  Roora,  on  children's  literature  and  the  Fox 
Collection,     Cushman  was  as  witty  as  he  is  erudite. 
Following  the  lecture  all  retired  to  the  Snecial  Collections 
Department  for  a  champagne  reception  honoring  rir.  Fox  and 
his  wife.     It  V7as  a  delightful  event  -  credit  to  The  Seminar 
on  the  History  of  the  Printed  Book  and  The  Friends  of  the 
San  Francisco  Public  Library c 

The  George  n.  Fox  Collection  of  Early  Children's  Books 
total  in  excess  of  2,100  items  published  betv/een  the  late 
1780 's  and  the  mid-19th  century,     riost  of  the  books  are  in 
paper  wrappers,  and  in  near-mint  condition.     The  collection 
is  strong  in  presentations  of  early  books  with  illustrations 
in  color.     These  include  hand-colored,  stencilled,  block 
pri-ited,  and  early  stone  lithography.     The  collection  nicely 
compliments  our  Robert  Crabhorn  Collection  on  the  History  of 
Printing  and  the  Development  of  the  Book. 


SAN 
FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 


Omdal 


Fox  gave  his  collection  to  SFPL  because  he  loves  San 
Francisco  and  because  the  collection  is  not  duplicated  in 
our  collection.     However,  the  fact  that  his  son,  George  I'. 
Fox,  has  been  very  active  in  the  Friends  nay  have  something 
to  do  x^7ith  his  decision. 

The  current  exhibit  of  materials  from  the  Fox  Collection 
on  the  third  floor  v/ill  end  on  January  31.     Don't  miss  it. 


COmiSSION  j^PP ROVES  EUDGET  REQUEST 

At  their  special  meeting  last  Thursday  the  Commission 
approved  the  1976-79  budget  request  as  presented  by  Mr.  Frantz . 
The  request,  which  novj  goes  to  City  PTall,  is  as  reported  in 
the  PIG  last  week,  hovjever,  the  dollar  total  is  now  $10,245,024 
instead  of  the  $10,525,374  which  we  reported.     At  last  report 
Patsy  Sullivan  is  still  trying  to  get  the  numbers  to  stop 
bouncing  around. 


COMMISSION  COnillTTEE  ASSIGNMENTS 


Last  week  we  reported  that  Commissioner  Callanan  would 
serve  on  the  External  Affairs  Committee  and  Commissioner 
Bransten  would  serve  on  the  Operations  Committee.     That  was 
a  lie.     Comraissioner  Callanan  will  serve  on  the  Operations 
Committee  and  Commissioner  Bransten  will  serve  on  the 
External  Affairs  Committee.     You  can't  tell  the  players 
without  a  lucky  number  program. 

As  far  as  we  know  at  this  time  most  of  the  other  news 
reported  last  week  vjas  fairly  accurate. 


THE  BLUE  APRON  CAPER 


Those  blue  plastic  aprons  that  mysteriously  appeared 
around  these  parts  recently  are  to  be  used  by  the  staff 
while  engaged  in  unsanitary  projects  like  m.oving  books  on 
dusty  stack  shelves,  or  pasting  book  pockets.     It  is  hoped 
that  they  might  protect  one's  clothing,  or  som.e thing. 
(Now  what's  so  mysterious  about  that?) 

Additional  aprons  are  available  in  the  Stock  Room. 
Hopefully,  next  year  we'll  have  the  cloth  wrap-around  aprons 
that  the  Guild  has  suggested. 


GUILD  MEETING 


The  Librarians'  Guild  will  meet  at  6:30  p.m.,  Thursday, 
February  2,  in  the  Commission  Room,     The  negotiating  proposal 
questionnaire  will  be  discussed^     Come  prepared  with  suggestion 
and  ideas. 
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FISCAL  PLAHNING  NOTE 


The  fiscal  year  is  fast  VTaining.     If  you  have  1977-7B 
budget  funds  still  to  spend  submit  requisitions  for  equipment 
before  March  17.     Requisitions  for  materials  or  services 
covered  by  contract  must  be  submitted  before  June  16.  All 
other  requisitions  must  be  submitted  before  '-ay  12,  These 
dates  are  for  receipt  of  the  requisitions  by  the  City 
Purchaser,  not  by  the  Secretary's  Office.     Fpend  now  and 
avoid  the  last  minute  rush. 


PISA  Mm  DATA,  c . 

...Stella  Chan  has  been  worl-.ing  on  translations  of  the 

Chinese  language  comments  on  the  Library  Needs  Survey. 
She  reports  there  are  many  requests  for  easy-to-read 
English  fiction,  audio-cassette  English  language 
lessons,  Sunday  openings,  books  in  Chinese  in  branches 
other  than  Chinatovjn,  and  more  Chinese  speaking  staff. 

...We  vjere  pleased  to  receive  a  call  from  I-^enrietta  AJDram.s 

praising  Nancy  Kellum-^-ose  and  the  staff  at  Park  Branch. 
The  pre-election  candidates'  night  and  the  ^^^inter 
Solstice  celebration  were  much  appreciated  in  the 
neighborhood.     {lie  understand  that  Mrs.  Abrams  baked 
the  delicious  cookies  for  the  latter  program. ) 

...Then  there  was  the  older  (70+)   female  branch  patron  who 
feels  that  being  asked  to  shov^  her  library  card  is  an 
invasion  of  privacy.     She  complained,  threatened  to 
undress,  and  then  unbuttoned  her  sweater  and  retrieved 
the  necessary  docunent  from  within  her  long-line  bra. 
She  left  the  branch  promising  an  encore  for  Mr.  Frantz, 

...West  Portal  Branch  has  several  calendars  from  FLAT. 
Just  call  or  send  a  note  if  you  v;ould  like  one. 


PENOLOGICAL  PJIPOPT  #2 

Do  you  like  fish  and  other  seafood?     Uould  you  like 
a  good,  bone-dry  white  wine,  at  an  attractive  price,  to 
drink  with  it?    Then  hurry  over  and  buy  sore  1976  nuscadet 
of  the  riarquis  de  Goulaine,  for  only  $2.35  a  bottle. 

This  riuscadet  with  the  apr>ellation  I'uscadet  de  Sevre 
et  Maine   (the  best  appellation  for  this  type  of  wine)  hails 
from  the  Loire  area  around  Nantes  in  southern  Erittany. 
It  is  made  from  the  Melon  grape,  a  variety  not  grovm  in 
California. 
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r'uscarlets  are  fresh,  very  dry  wines,  to  be  drunk 
v/ithin  two  years  of  the  vintage,  ideal  with  seefood,  v/hich 
gained    popularity  when  the  prices  for  white  Burgundies, 
notably  Chablis   (the  real  thing)  rose  out  of  sight. 

This  particular  Muscadet  is  a  very  fine  wine,  vjith 
a  strong  varietal  bouquet,  a  typical  somewhat  musky  nose, 
full-flavored  with  good  acid,  without  being  tart.  A 
slightly  bitter  aftertaste  is  also  typical  for  the  better 
iluscadets.     The  label  also  bears  the  legend  "^'is  en 
bouteille  sur  lie",  meaning  it  was  bottled  on  the  lees, 
meaning  that  the  wine  was  not  racked  after  fermentation, 
but  vms  left  on  the  lees  or  sediment  until  bottling  time. 
Through  prolonged  contact  with  the  sediment  the  wine 
extracts  every  last  bit  of  flavor  fron  the  skins,  nips, 
etc.     Consequently  such  wines  are  m.ore  flavorful  than 
v/ines  vinified  in  the  traditional  m.anner.     This  Muscadet 
comes  from  the  estate  of  Robert,  the  11th  riarouis  de 
Goulaine,  scion  of  a  family  which  has  been  prominent  in 
the  Loire  area  for  almost  a  1000  years.     His  vineyard 
holdings  are  extensive  and  he  has  been  very  active  in 
the  continuous  task  of  iipgrading  French  vrines  and  winenaking 
in  general  and  nuscadet  in  particular.     This  wine  is 
such  a  marvellous  buy  and  so  much  superior  to  whet  is 
generally  sold  as  Muscadet  that  I  urge  every  wine  lover 
to  try  it.     If  you  do,  maize  a  point  of  reading  the  back 
label  which  contains  some  interesting  information  concerning 
the  de  Goulaine  family  and  their  place  in  French  history. 

He 11 a  Pains 


("Claret  is  the  liquor  for  boys?  port  for  men;  but  he 
who  aspires  to  be  a  hero  must  drink  brandy." 

-  Samuel  Johnson) 
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FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  CHILDREH'S  SERVICES 


Fim  PROGRAJ^S  FOR  CEILDREII 


PARKS IDE  BRANCH 


Theme:     TASTE  TRIPS 

Films:     "Blueberries  for  Sal" 

"It  Looked  Like  Spilt  lUlk" 

"I  Know  An  Old  Lady 
Swallowed  a  Fly'' 

Theme:  HAI\rS  CHRISTIAN  FESTIVAL  Tuesday 
Films:     "Emperor's  New  Clothes" 

"Steadfast  Tin  Soldier" 

"Ugly  Duckling" 


Tuesday      January  31      10:30  a.m.  &  2:00  p.m. 


(pre-school  afes  3-5) 


January  31      U;00  p.m. 

(ap:es  6  up) 


PORTOLA  BRANCH 


Tuesday      January'-  31      U:  00  p.m. 


Them^  :  BY  KIDS,  FOR  KIDS 
Films:     ''Alexander  and  the  Car 

V/ith  the  Missing  Headlight" 

"Move" 

"Umoja,  Tiger  and  the  Big  Wind" 
"Cendrillon" 


(ages  6  L  up) 


POTRERO  BRAi'JCH 


Tuesday     January  31 


Theme:     DID  IT  REALLY  HAPPEN? 

Films:     The  Foolish  Frog" 

"Harold's  Fairy  Tale" 
"Where  the  V7ild  Things  Are'' 


10:00  a.m. 

(pre-school  ages  3-5) 


Theme:     DID  IT  REALLY  HAPPEN?        Tuesday      January  31      3:30  p.m. 
Films:     "Sunday  Lark"  (ages  6  up) 

"Ali  Baha" 

"Fiddle-de-de" 

"Woof,  Woof" 


MISSION  BRAl^CH 


Theme:     THE  FACES  OF  LOVE 
Films:  "Faces" 

"Madeline's  Rescue" 

"Little  Blue,  Little  Yellow" 

"Swiimny''' 


Thursday    February  2 


10:30  a.m. 

(pre-school  ages  3-5) 


Theme : 
Films : 


GUNG  HAY  FAT  CHOY 
"The  Dragon  Wore 

Tennis  Shoes 
"Tangram" 

"I'm  Going  to  be  the 
Lion' s  Head" 


Thursday  February 


00  p.m. 

(ages  6  8:  up) 


SPECIAL  PROGRAMS  FOR  CHILDREN 

PARKS  IDE  BRAITCH  Thursday    February  2      10:30  a.m. 

YOU,  YOUR  NEW  BABY  AND  THE  LIBRARY: 
Last  in  a  series  of  four  programs 
for  new  parents  and  their  babies 
(up  to  18  months).  Interested 
parents  are  requested  to  pre-re^ister 
with  Joyce  Dixon,  Children's  Librarian 
(566-U61+T) 

WADEN  BRANCH  Thursday    February  2      i+:00  p.m. 

COLLAGE  J/IAXING:     Make  a  Collage  (ages  6  &  up) 

for  Black  History  Week 

NOE  VALLEY  BRAITCH  Thursday    February  2      k:00  p.m. 

STORY  HOUR  (ages  6  up) 


«■ «  « •»  *  *  a  «    -::•  *f    »  a 


DIAL-A-STORY  (626-6516)  continues  twent-/"four  hours  a  day  with  a  different 
children's  story  each  week. 
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r.::  r:;;;:.::cG  ru3Lic  LiBnARY 
THE  BIG  PICTURE  ^^^^^-^  lumma 

The  National  Center  for  Ec^LUcational  statistics  (U.S. 
Office  of  Education)  has  jur5t  released  the  first  survey 
of  U.S.  public  libraries  as  part  of  the  Library  General 
Information  Survey  (LIBGI?) .     Their  figures  are  for  1974. 

Did  you  know: 

. .  ,Appro3-d.mately  8,300  nublic  libraries  serve  214  million 
Americans? 

...There  are  more  than  89,000  public  library  service 
outlets,  including  bookmobile  stops? 

...Of  the  29,000  full-time  professional  librarians  83% 
(24,000)  are  women. 

...Total  public  library  expenditures  v/ere  $1.1  billion, 
including? 

Books  $130.0  million 

Periodicals   13,4  million 

AV  Materials   11.1  million 

Microforms   2^2  million 

Other  materials..     17.8  million 


..Public  Library  collections  include  38!^  million  books, 
1.1  m.illion  periodical  titles,  and  8.3  million  audio- 
visual titles? 
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...Total  circulation  was  approximatsly  893  million? 

...Approximately  5.4  million  interlibrary  loans  v/ere 
reported? 


LIBRARY  cor^nissioN 

The  Commission  will  meet  at  7i30  p.m.,  Tuesday, 
February  7,  at  Anza  Branch. 

The  Resources  and  Services  Committee  of  the  Commission 
met  Tuesday  to  consider  Mayor  foscone's  suggestion  that 
overdue  fines  be  eliminated  for  senior  citizens.     They  v;ill 
report  such  a  proposal  to  the  full  Commission  next  week. 
The  committee  also  approved  suJDmission  of  a  grant  proposal 
to  the  national  Historical  Publication  and  Records  Commission 
for  the  care  and  managem.ent  of  arc'^.ival  and  historical 
materials  held  by  SFPLo 


CUPIDS,  LACE  &  THE  SCENT  OF  LAA7EHDBR 

The  third  floor  exhibit  cases  at  the  J"'ain  Library  are 
now  resplendent  with  a  delightful  collection  of  19th 
century  Valentines  from  the  collection  of  Eugene  E.  Thurston. 
Don't  m.iss  it  = 

In  connection  with  the  exhibit  the  Friends  are 
planning  a  splendiferous  Valentine  Party  to  be  held,  on  the 
eve  of  the  feast  of  Lupercalia,  more  comm.only  known  as  St. 
Valentine's  Day,  Tuesday,  February  1^,  from  5i00  p.m. 
To  expiate  childhood  scars  on  her  psyche,  Mig  Player  is 
creating  a  Valentine  Box  to  end  all  Valentine  Boxes. 
Staff  members.  Friends,  et  al,  are  invited  to  deposit 
Valentines  in  the  box.     At  the  party,  Hr.  Frantz  has 
promised,  in  appropriate  costur.e,  to  deliver  these 
missives  of  love  or  whatever.     Act  nov7,  an  opportunity 
like  this  doesn't  cone  along  every  day. 


mimVS  NATIONAL  BOOK  ASSOCIATION 

Did  you  know  that  the  T'llHA  is  the  only  organization 
in  the  book  vjorld  open  to  women  and  men  in  all  occupations 
allied  with  the  book  world?     (Even  librarians.)     Now  sixty 
years  old,  M3BA  has  more  than  1,100  members.     An  active 
local  chapter  has  been  in  existence  since  196  8.     If  you're 
interested  contact  Peggy  R.  Sarasohn,  173  Buena  Vista 
Avenue  East,  San  Francisco  94117.     Annual  dues  are  $10. 

Jack  Schanhaar  and  Ruth  Gottstein  will  be  the  speakers 
at  the  next  m.eeting  of  the  local  chapter.     The  dinner 
meeting  will  be  held  at  Cafe  Du  Nord,  6^00  p.m..,  Tuesday, 
February  7.     Call  Peggy  Sarasohn  for  information:  621-08  37. 
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PERFOPr.IHC  ARTS  SERVICES 


Information  about  the  voucher  project  sponsored  by 
Performing  Arts  Services  has  been  distributed  throughout 
SFFL.     Under  this  program  individuals  can  purchf>se  five 
vouchers  for  $5  v/hich  will  be  accented  by  many  theatre 
and  other  performing  arts  groups  for  admission  to  their 
performances.      (In  some  cases  the  voucher  v'ill  be  accented 
as  a  discount  on  the  full  ad.m.ission  price.) 

To  be  eligible  to  purchase  the  vouchers  individuals 
must  fall  into  one  of  eight  specified  categories,  r-any 
SFPL  employees  will  be  eligible  because  they  are  "union 
members",  or  "clerical  workers".     But  non-union  or  adminis- 
trator librarians  m.ay  not  be  eligible,  even  though  teachers 
and  employees  of  "community  service  programs"  are. 

We've  asked  PAS  to  clarify  this  situation  and  they've 
promised  us  an  answer  by  February  16. 


FOUR  DOT  JOUPHJ^LI S!!  -  miY  SETTLE  FOr  LEf?S? 

....The  Publisher,  who  celebrated         his  first  anniversary 
at  SFPL  this  vjeek,  is  in  TTashington  to  visit  LC,  the 
Folger  Library,  and  the  National  Endowment  for  the 
K\imanitieSo     He  promised  to  bring  back  anything  that's 
not  nailed  down. 

....The  recent  death  of  Paul  "Curly"  Jacobs  v/as  a  great 
loss  to  his  numerous  friends  at  SFPL.     It  should 
come  as  no  surprise  that  the  library  received  over 
850  volumes  from  his  library.     He  would  be  pleased 
that  his  paperbacks  will  go  to  the  jails  project. 

. , .  ,We  were  Pleased  to  learn  that  ITev/  York  Public  Library 
has  taken  over  administration  of  the  national  Iledal 
for  Literature.     This  award  vjas  originated  by  the 
National  Book  Committee  and  since  that  group's  demise 
has  been  under  the  aegis  of  the  /vmerican  Academy  and 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Letters.     The  award,  nov; 
$15,000,  goes  annually  to  a  living  Ajnerican  v/riter 
for  the  excellence  of  his  or  her  total  contribution 
to  the  world  of  letters.     The  award  is  endowed  by 
the  Guinzburg  Fund.     Past  vjinners  have  included. 
Edmund  Wilson,  W.K.  Auden,  riarianne  rioore,  Conrad 
Aiken,  Robert  Penn  Warren,  E.B.  TThite,  Lewis  ?^umford, 
Vladimir  Nabokov,  Allen  Tate,  and  Robert  Lowell. 
This  year's  winner  V7ill  be  announced  on  April  6,  during 
National  Library  Week. 
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•District  Attorney  Joseph  Freitas  was  a  surprise  visitor 
at  both  of  the  "How  To  r^in  In  Small  Claims  Court'' 
programs  presented  in  the  branches  last  week.  Richmonc'. 
and  ITaden  branches  report  large  and  enthusiastic 
audiences  for  this  pror-rar^  put  together  by  the  OA's 
Consumer  Fraud  Unit  Cor^.plaint  Mobile. 

.Ue're  rather  slov;  reor'^irg  the.  nev/spap-ers ,  but  were 
delighted  this  week  to  come  across  a  picture  of 
Hiroshi  Kashiwagi  above  Jack  Brooks'  review  of  the 
Asian-American  Theater  Worl'shop  production  of  "Lady 
is  Dying"  in  the  Progress  for  December  4   ( )  . 
According  to  Brooks ,  Hiroshi  "gives  a  smooth  consistent 
account  of  himself  and  has  some  genuinely  moving 
moments."'     The  play  closed  on  December  11. 

.Congratulations  to  Mary  Ashe  v/ho  was  recently  elected 
to  a  two  year  term  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Music  Library  Association. 
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FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  CHILDREN'S  SERVICES 


MrSe  Grace  Ruth,  Children's  Librarian,  Chilriren's  Services, 
phoned  fron  the  Mierican  Library  Association  (T^LA)   ''idv/inter  meet- 
ing, Chicago,  Illinois,  with  the  anno\mcenents  of  the  follov/ing 
19  77  award  x-zinners. 

The  Hewbery  Medal  winner  is  Bridge  to  Terabithia  by  Katherine 
Paterson,     Ramona  and  Her  Father  by  Deverly  Cleary  and  Pnpao  by 
Jamake  Highvrater  are  the  Newbery  Honor  Books. 

The  Caldecott  Medal  winner  is  Iloah '  s  ?.rk  by  Peter  Spier. 
Castle  by  David  Ilacauley  and  It  Could  Always  De  VTorse  by  Plargot 
Zemach  are  the  Caldecott  Honor  Boorcs*. 

Another  welcome  phone  call  came  fror>  '"-.s,  Ilonique  Etchevers, 
former  Children's  Librarian  at  Merced  Branch,  to  announce  the 
birth  of  a  baby  boy,  Daniel  John  on  Thursday,  January  26,  1978, 
v/eight  nine  pounds,  five  ounces.  Congratulations! 

FILM  PROvnRAI''S  FOR  CHILDPJIN 


OCEA!J  VIFTT  BRAIlCH  Tuesday      February  7     4.: 00  pm 

FILM  Al^  AFRICAN  FOLK  TALE:     First  in  a  series  of  four 
film  making  workshops  for  children  ages  6  and  ur.  Children 
will  participate  in  the  creation  of  an  animated  film  of  a 
well  known  Ashanti  tale.    TJill  learn  animation  techniques, 
camera,  production  and  sound  techniques,  and  will  be  a  part 
of  the  completed  film.     Interested  children  are  requested 
to  pre-register  with  Joan  Jackson,  Children's  Librarian.  (5B6-4193) 


POTRERO  BRAMCK  Tuesday      February  7    10? 00  am 

Themes    NONSENSE  (pre- school 

Films?     "I  Know  an  old  lady  who  swallowed  a  fly"  ages  3-5) 

"Fiddle-de-de 

"Red  Ball  Express" 

"House  That  Jack  Built" 

Theme:     AFRICAJI  TALES  Tuf^sday      February  7     3s30  nm 

Films:     "A  Story,  A  Story"  (ages  6  &  up) 

"Ujimas  Modupe  and  the  Flood" 

"Caterpillar  and  the  wild  animal" 

"Anansi  the  spider'' 


BERI^JAL  BPiyMCH                                   Tuesday  February  7     11:00  em 

Themes     FACES  (pre-school 

Films?     "One  Monday  morning"  ages  3-5) 
"Snowy  Day" 
"Faces" 

"My  M.other  is  the  Most  Beautiful  Woman  in  the  T'Torld' 

Themes     HAPPY  CHINESE  NEIT  YEAR  Tuesday  February  7     4:00  pm 

Films:     "Sui  Mei  TTong:  IJho  Shall  I  Be?"  (ages  C  &  up) 
"Sunday  Lark" 

MARINA  BRAJICH                                   Thursday  February  9     10:30  am 

Theme:     Ai^IMAJJ  ANTICS  (pre-school 

Films:     "The  Camel  Who  Took  a  I  Talk"  ages  3-5) 
"Caps  for  Sale" 
"Circus  Baby"              -  S  - 


Themes  TITLES  FROM  OTIIEE  LANDS  Thursday  February  9 
Films  I     "T^Jhy  the  Cun  and  the  Iloon  Live  in  tho  v*:'ky" 

"The  TTave" 

'The  Stonecutter" 


CHIMATOT#!  BPATTCH 


Thursday    February  9 


Theme:     F I PEC  PACKER  DOOMC 
Films s     'I'm  Going  to  be  the  Lion's  Head" 

"Drummer  Eoff" 

"Dragon  TTore  Tennis  Shoes" 


SPECIAL  PPOGPi^MS  FOR  CHILDREN 

EUP^EKA  VALLEY  BPAJTCH 
BEDTIME  STORY  HOUR 

l^iAIN  CHILDREN'S  ROOM 
STORY  HOUR 

NOE  VALLEY  BRANCH 
STORY  HOUR 

r^ADEM  BPxADlCn 

VALENTINE  DAY  STORY  HOUR 


Wednesday  February  B 

Uednesday  February  8 

Thursday    February  9 

Thurs^^ay    February  9 


3:30  pm 
(ages  6  &  up) 


10  St  11  am, 
1 ,  2 ,  3  &  4  pm 
(pre-school 
ages  3-5) 


7:00  pm 
(pre-school 
ages  3-5) 
4:00  pm 
(ages  6  &  up) 

4:00  pm 
(ages  6  up) 

4:00  pm 
(ages  6  &  up) 


********** 


DIAL- A- STORY  (626-6516)  February  6-13 

"The  Fox  Outwits  the  Tiger''?  a  tale  from  West  China  in 
celebration  of  the  Chinese  llevj  Year,  told  by  Ms.  Linda 
Geistlinger,  Children's  Librarian.     Gung  Hoy  Fat  ChoyI 
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OVERDUE  FINES  FOR  SENIOR  CITIZENS  I^Lirn.nATED 


Pursuant  to  a  suggestion  of  riayor  Moscone,  the 
Library  Coramission  voted  Tuesday  evening  to  elininate 
overdue  fines  for  senior  citizens. 

The  new  policy  will  go  into  effect  next  Tuesday, 
February  14... o  Valentine's  Day. 

Mr.  Frantz  reported  to  the  Comniission  thpt  the 
library  is  an  important  source  of  both  information  and 
recreation  for  senior  citizens  and  that  v/e  vjant  to  eliminate 
any  possible  barrier  to  their  full  use  of  our  services  and 
collections. 


The  nev7  rolicy  will  mean  little  ch^^nge  in  SFPL  procedures. 
Overdue  notices  will  still  be  sent  for  all  overdue  materials. 
However,  when  past  due  materials  are  returned,  and  the 
patron  can  show  some  reasonable  evidence  of  being  65  or 
older,  the  fine  will  be  forgiven. 

Most  senior  citizens  vrill  have  at  least  one  of  the 

follov7ing:  a  driver's  license?  a  Department  of  I'otor 

Vehicles  ID  card?  or  the  "Muni  ID"  card  issued  by  the  San 
Francisco  Commission  on  Aging. 

This  latter  identification  is  one  that  our  older 
patrons  should  knov;  about.     Anyone  with  appropriate  nroof 
of  age  can  obtain  these  cards  at  the  Commission  on  Aging, 
1095  Market  Street,     The  card  allows  the  person  to  purchase 
the  reduced  rate  Muni  Senior  Pass,  obtain  various  discounts 
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and  other  services.  (Actually,  fines  should,  be  forgiven 
for  anyone  who  carries  the  riuni  Senior  Pass.) 

All  patrons  are  still  expecterl  to  renlace  lost 
materials , 


FURTHER  COIgtlSSIOK  ITOTEr 

...rir.  Frantz  reported  on  the  plans  for  the  f.arch  2-4,  1979  , 
California  Governor's  Conference  on  Libraries  and 
Information  Services,     (PIG,  1/20) 

...Mr,  Frantz  ajid  Commissioner  Bransten  reported  on  their 

visit  to  Uashington,  D.C,  to  seek  assistance  in  planning 
a  city-wide  Celebration    of  the  Booh  in  the  Spring  of 
1979  to  honor  and  commemorate  SFPL's  centennial.  Plans 
are  underv/ay  for  exhibits,  speal^iers  and  programs. 
(Would  you  believe  a  Shakespeare,  First  Folio?)  This 
subject  may  come  up  again  in  the  future. 

...There  v/as  a  general  discussion  of  the  Jarvis  initiative, 
with  the  consensus  that  it's  passage  would  probably 
mean  the  closing  of  SFPL,     The  Comm.ission  decided  to 
write  the  Mayor  expressing    its    ar>prehensions . 

.Commissioners  Englander  and  Bransten  have  been  appointed 
to  new,  four-year  terms  on  the  Commission. 

...Florence  flitchell  reported  that  the  Librarian's  Guild 
is  aggrieved  because: 

a.  The  Departm.ent  Personnel  Rules  have  not  been 
published  v/ithin  the  sixty  days  promised  in  the  HOU. 

b.  The  amount  of  money  sought  for  Page  hours  in  the 
budget  request  understates  the  actual  need. 

c.  CETA  Librarians  have  not  been  allowed  to  participate 
in  the  reduced  work  week  program.. 

d.  Parking  nermits  are  being  sold  at  the  North  Beach 
Branch  without  prior  discussion  or  provision  for 
safeguards  to  prevent  disruption  of  the  branch  and 
inconvenience  to  the  staff. 

...The  Friends  announced: 

a.  An  al  fresco  book  sale  at  Presidio  Branch  on 
Sunday,  February  12,  from  10:00  a.m..  to  4:00  p.m. 
All  books  will  be  20<:.     Dry  weather  is  desired. 

b.  Gigantic  Valentine  Party,  Tuesday,  February  14,  at 
5:00  p.m.,  in  Special  Collections.  The  Valentine 
Box  is  in  Special  Collections  now,  deposit  your 
billet-doux. 
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c.  National  Library  Week  will  be  April  2-0. 

d.  The  Gigantic  Annual  Super    Colossal  Book  Sale 
will  be  at  Pier  2,  Hay  5  through  8. 

. . .CoRunission  President  Snglander  called  for  a  special 

meeting  of  the  Corranission  to  discuss  the  Master  Plan. 
Exact  date  will  be  set  after  the  corplete  report  on 
the  Needs  Survey  is  published  and  available. 

...The  Commission  received  a  letter  from  Supervisor 

iiolinari  requesting  that  Chinato^m  Branch  be  onen 
more  evenings, 

...In  the  future  the  External  Affairs  Committee  of  the 

Commission  will  meet  at  Noon,  on  thn  fourth  Thursday 
of  each  month. 

...In  the  future  the  Planning  Committee  of  the  Commission 

will  meet  at  10:00  a.m.,  on  the  third  Thursday  of  each 
m.onth , 

...The  next  meeting  of  the  Commission  will  be  at  7:30  p.m., 
Tuesday,  Jlarch  1,  1978,  in  the  mission  Branch. 


FOUR  DOT  JOUPNALISM  -  33  1/3  %  BETTER  TIIAI^T  HPRB  CAEN 

....Communications  vjith  the  Communications  Center  may  be 

improved  now  that  their  telephones  are  installed.  To 
reach  the  Communications  Center  and  the  Talking  Books 
Program,  dial  local  5034.     If  you  want  to  reach  Roberto 
Esteves  or  the  other  denizens  of  the  basem.ent,  try 
local  5634. 

, . . oCongratulations  to  Rich   (City  Librarian's  Office)  ITalsh 
and  his  wife.     Their  son,  t":ichael  Patrick,  vjas  born 
February  2s  6  pounds,  14  oz, 

....The  Lost  &  Found  is  no  longer  located  in  the  "Secretary's 
Office",  it  is  now  located  in  "Accounting".  After 
5s 00  p.m.  Lost  &  Found  items  should  be  turned  in  to 
Registration. 

....Ker  friends  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  Mrs.  Akilim.ali 

Funua  Olabe  who  recently  resigned  from  SFPL  has  accepted 
an  appointmtent  as  Education  Officer,  Ministry  of 
Education,  Lagos,  Nigeria,  West  Africa, 

....Ortega  Branch  has  tv/o  volunteers  from  the  Volunteer 

Income  Tax  Assistance  program  offerinc  natrons  assistance 
with  their  tax  returns  from  10:30  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m., 
each  Thursday  and  Saturday,     The  service  is  sponsored 
by  the  Ajnerican  Association  of  Retired  Persons. 
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, . .  oAn  exhibit  of  Rare  n.ovie  Stills  v/ill  open  at  the 
Archives  for  the  Performing  Arts  next  Saturday, 
February  18.     There  will  be  a  reception  from  1:00  o.m. 
through  6:00  p.m.     You  are  invited. 

,..o?.  former  SFPL  inm.ate,  Peggy  Barber,  now  serving  an 

indeterminate  sentence  at  an  eleemosynary  institution 
in  Chicago,  committed  matrimony  on  January  28,  19  78. 
Haig  Depoian  is  the  lucky  benedict.     Sincere  best 
wishes  for  many  years  of  great  happiness  to  Peggy 
and  Haig. 

....We  v^ere  astounded  to  learn  that  J.  Hubbard  Tligmore 

has  devised  a  scale   (0  to  100)  to  measure  the  wetness 
of  rain.      (Would  rain  that  only  measures  0  on  the 
Wigmore  scale  actually  be  "rain"?)     ITigm.ore  attributes 
this  anomaly  to  slight  geo-magnetic  reversals  and  the 
periodicity  of  sunspots  and  solar  flares.     Paul  Ogden 
of  Walnut  Creek  declares  that  recent  rain  hereabouts 
has  measured  only  50  on  the  Wigmore  scale,    (or  half-i^et? 
Ogden  is  afraid  that  we  will  need  twice  as  much  rain 
this  year  to  get  ivet  than  v,7as  necessary  last  year.  And 
last  year  was  a  drought'.     All  your  humble  Editor  knows 
is  that  the  damn  humidity  has  been  rather  excessive 
lately. 

o , . .The  Population  Institute  of  San  Francisco  has  declared 
next  week  to  be  "National  Condom  Week".  (Fortunately 
nobody  has  requested  us  to  do  an  exhibit.)  This 
important  celebration  begins  on  Tuesday,  February  14, 
Valentine's  Day,  and  ends  on  Monday,  February  20,  the 
birthday  of  George  Washington,  the  Father  of  Our  Country 
If  George  had  celebrated  National  Condom  Week,  i;here 
V70uld  we  be? 


PART-TIflE  PAGE  HOURS 

Part-time  pages  are  hired  under  Section  8.300,    (a)  (?) 
of  the  City  Charter,  vThich  provides  that  employees  such  as 
part-time  pages  may  be  exempt  from  Civil  Service  only  if 
they  are  not  scheduled,  to  work  for  more  than  70  hours  per 
month.     This  paragraph  is  constructive  notice  that  part-time 
pages  are  not  to  be  scheduled,  nor  will  they  be  paid,  for 
more  than  70  hours  per  month. 


David  G.  r^urphy 
Personnel  Officer 


SPECIMi  LIBPAP.IES  WORKSHOP  1978 


Three  library  technical  assistants  fron  SFPL  attended 
this  biennial  event  held  on  January  12-13  at  the  University 
of  San  Francisco c     It  was  a  very  satisfying  experience  for 
Nancy  ?1itchell,  Jimmy  Rainey  and  Shirley  Hack.     The  v/orkshop 
dealt  with  all  aspects  of  work  done  by  library  raranrofessionals 

Quoting  from  their  reports: 

''I  found  Linda  Radcliff's   (CLE?.)   lecture  on  Career  Options 
very  informative  and  interesting.     She  stressed  that  para- 
professionals  must  have  specific  academic  training  in  the 
area  of  library  technology  in  order  to  attain  status  and 
esteem  within  the  library  system. o. the  legitimacy  of  the 
profession  of  Library  Technician/Assistant  depended  on  the 
hiring  of  trained  people  and  continuing  education  opportuni- 
ties within  the  system. . .many  large  libraries  are  developing 
prograras  in  Vtjhich  an  advanced  LTA  in  addition  to  a  degree  in 
Library  Technology  can  v;ith  two  years  of  extensive  on  -the-job 
training  be  eligible  for  the  position  of  Librarian  I.  In 
conclusion,  Mrs.  Radcliff  challenged  the  LTA  to  be  assertive, 
try  nev7  ideas,  be  im.aginative ,  look  at  other  library  systems, 
and  to  love  your  patrons , " 

Shirley  Ilack 
Ingleside  Branch 

"One  of  the  main  benefits  of  these  workshor^s  is  an 
opportunity  to  meet  people  vrith  the  same  title  as  yourself, 
and  discover  the  broad  scope  of  the  technician's  job. 
Banking,  medical,  educational,  chemical  and  many  more  fields 
were  represented  from  throughout  the  Bay  Area. . .Large  sessions 
were  conducted  on  supervision,  audiovisual  materials  as  a 
growing  resource,  and  probably  the  most  popular,  a  discussion 
of  the  new  copyright  law  and  how  to  deal  with  it  in  inter- 
library  loan  and  general  copying.     This  conference  v/as  one 
ivhich  would  certainly  confirm  the  value  of  the  Library 
Technical  Assistant  and  the  variety  of  fields  open  to  that 
position. " 

Nancy  riitchell 
Order  Department 

"The  SLA  v/orkshop  was  a  significant  one  for  me,  as  it 
was  designed  for  small  and  special  libraries.     The  operations 
at  the  Business  Library  where  I  v/ork  are  very  much  related  to 
all  the  subjects  on  v^hich  the  workshop  focussed.     The  many 
guest  speakers  were  excellent  in  describing  the  details  of 
their  specialised  services.     The  one  speaker  from  a  public 
library  was  Donald  Fuller,  Santa  Clara  City  Librarian,  who 
explained  fully  and  favorably  their  automated  circulation 
system,  which  has  been  operating  since  1969.     Another  speaker 
that  I  found  extremely  interesting  was  Susan  Caster  of  the 
San  Francisco  Chronicle.     She  has  been  vrith  that  library 
since  1960,  and  now  heads  a  staff  of  ten,  v/ho  work  closely 
with  the  newspaper's  editorial  staff.     She  told  of  their 
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clipping  and  picture  files,  of  their  special  uses  for  infor- 
mation files,  and  of  the  service  given  to  the  public  who 
telephone  or  write  for  inforiiiation ,  although  they  are  not 
generally  open  to  the  public." 

Jinunie  P.ainey 
Business  Library 

For  membership  in  the  California  Library  Employees 
Association   (CLEA)  v/rite  s     Linda  Padcliff,  President, 
717  K  Street,  Suite  #300,  Sacramento,  CA  95B14 


inTEPIJATIONAL  STUDY  LAUNqTED 

According  to  the  Hew  York  Tines   (February  4,  1978), 
"A  vjorldwide  network  organized  by  Dr,  James  Charlesv;orth , 
an  associate  professor  at  Duke  University  is  delving  into 
the  Pseudepigrapha. . . "     "Doubleday  advanced  him  $25,000 
to  publish  an  edition  of  the  Pseudepigranha. "     "Dr.  Charles- 
vjorth  and  his  50  associates  in  11  countries  are  tracking 
down  the  documents  on  back  shelves  from  Russia  to  Pome  for 
the  book  to  be  published  by  19  80."     (At  last  report  Inter- 
Library  Loan  has  not  yet  heard  from  Charlesworth  or  his 
associates. ) 

Charlesv/orth  describes  the  world  of  the  Pseudepigrapha 
as,  "a  swirling  world  of  rich  imagination,  cosmological 
reflections,  which  many  do  not  consider  speculation  but 
revelation. " 


FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  CHILDREN'S  SEPVICES 

Ms.  Effie  Lee  Morris,  founder  of  the  local  chapter, 
was  honored  at  the  February  7  meeting  of  the  Woman's  National 
Book  Association. 

Helen  Cannon,  Children's  Librarian,  Excelsior  Branch  and 
Joyce  Dixon,  Children's  Librarian,  ^arkside  Branch,  are  the 
authors  of  the  article,  "Parents,  ITew  Babies  and  Books"  which 
appeared  on  page  68  of  the  January  issue  of  School  Library 
Journal,     They  describe  their  progrcims  on  introducing  parents 
and  their  babies  to  the  S.F.P.L.     They  have  had  many  requests 
from  librarians  from,  all  over  the  country  for  information  on 
their  programs . 

You  can  still  see  the  part  of  the  George  M.  Fox 
Collection  of  early  children's  books  that  is  displayed  in 
the  Main  Children's  Room  and  the  glass  case  in  the  first 
floor  hallway, 

DIAL- A"  STORY  (62C-6516)  February  13-19 

"How  Chameleon  Became  King  of  the  Animals",  a  folktale 
of  the  Baganda  people  in  Uganda  in  celebration  of  Black 
History  Month,  told  by  lis.  Linda  Geistlinger,  Children's 
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LESS  IS  MORE 


...Nothing  significant  occurred  this  week. 

...The  Friends'  Valentine  p?rty  v;as  a  huge  success  -  they 
had  nutty  greetings  for  iricmy  of  the  SFPL  family. 

...California  librarians  will  be  interested  to  knovj  that 

efforts  are  underway  to  organize  a  California  Chapter 
of  the  National  Librarians  Association,  A  special 
meeting  to  get  things  started  will  be  held  from  1:00 
to  4:00  p.m.,  Friday,  Ilarch  10,  at  the  West  Covina 
Library.  For  information:  Susan  C.  Curzon ,  South 
El  rionte  Library,  1430  Worth  Central  Avenue,  South 
El  Monte,  California  91733,    (213)  443-4158. 

...The  External  Affairs  Committee  of  the  Library  Commission 
will  meet  at  Noon,  Thursday,  February  22,  in  the 
Commission  Room. 

...The  SFPL  Softball  team  is  seeking  players,  and  a  manager. 
They  warn  that  they  expect  all  players  to  show  up  for 
both  practice,  and  their  regularly  scheduled  games. 
(The  PIG  is  also  seeking  a  Sports  Editor-columnist.) 
Contact  Larry  "Stinky"  Stevens:  3477. 
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FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  CHILDREN'S  SEPVICES 


r^s.  Audrey  Wood,  Main  Children's  Room,  is  on  a  comuittee 
to  determine  a  suitable  project  to  cormemorate  the  Interna- 
tional Year  of  the  Child,  1979. 

DIAL-A-STORY  (626-6516)  February  20-27 

"Two  Good  Friends",  by  Judy  Delton  to  celebrate 
International  Friendship  Week  and  Brotherhood  Week,  told 
by  Ms.  Linda  Geistlinger,  Children's  Librarian. 


HOT ABLE  BOOKS  FOP  1977 

ALA  has  announced  the  follov7ing  list  of  "Notable  Books 
of  1977";  their  annotated  brochure  V/ill  be  available  in 
early  Spring. 

John  Ashbery  -  HOUSEBOAT  DAYS.     '^"ikhail  Baryshnikov, 
x^rith  photos  by  Martha  Sv/ope  -  BARYSI-H^JIKOV  AT  WORI^.  U. 
Jackson  Bate  -  SA2-1UEL  JOmJSON.     Anthony  Berlant  and  Llary 
Hunt  Kahlenberq  -  WALK  IN  BEAUTY:  THE  NAVAi!0  AND  THEIR 
BLAInIKETS.     John  Eerryman  -  HENRY'S  F.ATE  S,  OTEER  POEIIS, 
1967-1972.     Elizabeth  Bishop  -  GEOGRAPHY  III. 

Robert  Erain  -  KOLONIALAGENT.     Philip  Caputo  -  A  RUMOR 
OF  mR.     Patricia  Cooper  and  Norma  Bradley  Buferd  -  THE 
QUILTEPSj  WOMEN  AND  DOMESTIC  ART,     f'ilovan  Djilas  -  WARTIME. 
Elizabeth  Drew  -  AFffiP.ICAI^J  JOURNAL:  THE  E\7ENTS  OF  1976. 
Gloria  Emerson  -  WINNERS  AIID  LOSERS  s  BATTLES,  RETREATS, 
GAINS,  LOSSES  Al^D  RUINS  FROn  A  LONG  WAR. 

Willard  R.  Espy  -  OYSTERVILLE:  ROADS  TO  GRANDPA'S 
VILLAGE,     fiarilyn  French  -  THE  WOMEN'S  ROOP^.     John  Gardner  - 
THE  LIFE  AND  TIDIES  OF  CHAUCER.     Thomas  Gavin  -  KINGKILL. 
Boyd  Gibbons  -  T^fYE  ISLAND:  OUTSIDERS,  INSIDERS  RESISTANCE 
TO  CHANGE.     James  Hanley  -  A  DPEA-M  JOUPsNEY.     Narvin  Harris  - 
CAI^NIBALS  Ai^D  KINGS  2  THE  ORIGINS  OF  CULTURES. 

Margaret  Kennig  and  Anne  Jardim  -  THE  milAGEBlPL  WOIl?^. 
Michael  Herr  -  DISPATCHES.     Claire  Joyes  -  MONET  AT  GI^^PJSJY. 
Richard  E.  Leakey  and  Roger  Lewin  -  ORIGINS.     Robert  Lowell  - 
DAY  BY  DAY.     David  McCuliough  -  THE  PATH  EETT"^EN  THE  SEAS: 
THE  CREATION  OF  THE  PANAMJ^-.  CAJIAL,  1R70-1914.     John  I^cPhee  - 
COMING  INTO  TEE  COUNTRY. 
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Jessica  M.itford  -  A  FINE  OLD  CONFLICT.     Elsa  P-^orante  - 
HISTORY:  A  HOVEL.     Toni  Morrison  -  SONG  OF  SOLOriON.  V.S. 
Naipaul  -  INDIA:  A  WOUNDED  CIVILIZATION.     Vance  Packard  - 
THE  PEOPLE  SHAPERS.     Walker  Percy  -  LAJ^CELOT.     Carl  Sagan  - 
THE  DRAGONS  OF  EDENs  SPECULATIONS  ON  THE  EVOLUTION  OF  HUMAN 
INTELLIGENCE.     Anthony  Sampson  -  TKF  ARI4S  BAZAAR:  FROI'  LEEAJION 
TO  LOCKHEED.     Thomas  Savage  -  I  HEARD  MY  SISTER  SPEAK  ?'':Y  NA'-IE . 

Paul  Scott  -  STAYING  ON.     Richard  Selzer  -  f.OP.TAL 
LESSONS:  NOTES  ON  THE  APT  OF  SURGE^^Y.     Susan  Richards  Shreve  - 
A  WOEiMJ  LIKE  THAT.     Peter  Taylor  -  IN  THE  ^IIRO  DISTRICT  AND 
OTHER  STORIES.     Paul  Theroux  -  THE  CONSUL'S  FILE.  Gore 
Vidal  -  ElATTERS  OF  FACT  AI^ID  FICTION:  ESSAYS  1973-1976. 
E.B,  I#iite  -  THE  ESSAYS  OF  E.B.  T^IHITE. 

Marie  Winn  -  THE  PLUG- IN  DRUG.     Richard  Wright  - 
mERlCMl  HUNGER. 
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THE  DEATH  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  IN  CALIFORNIA? 


In  101  days,  on  Tuesday,  June  6,  1978,  the  people  of 
California  will  decide  the  future  of  local  government,  and 
public  libraries  in  this  state. 

In  California  the  State  has  reserved  to  itself  the 
right  to  levy  an  income  tax,  lesser  jurisdictions  have 
been  forced  to  depend  upon  the  dread  property  tax.  Given 
tine  enough  and  space,  the  ills  of  the  property  tax  might 
inspire  an  interesting  essay,  but  we'll  limit  our  comments 
at  this  time  to  the  effect  of  SB  90  passed  several  years 
ago.     That  requires  that  all  property  be  assessed  for  tax 
purposes  at  the  PATE,  no  matter  to  vjhat  use  it  be  put. 

Thus  the  home  of  a  widow  subsisting  on  Social  Security  is 
taxed  at  the  exact  sajtie  rate  as  Ilacy's  department  store  or 
a  Standard  Oil  refinery.     Let  your  m.ind  roam.,  you  might 
discover  some  minor  inequities  in  such  a  system. 

The  property  tax,  its  inequities,  inflation,  programs 
mandated  by  the  state,  and  the  gro^rth  of  demand  for  local 
government  services  have  created  mounting  frustrations  in 
California.     And  we  alv^ays  have  with  us  those  who  consider 
government  and  taxes  per  se  as  evil  incarnate.     These  tv/o 
forces  have  joined  to  give  birth  to  something  called  the 
Jarvis/Gann  Initiative   (J/G) ,  or  Proposition  13. 

J/G  is  not  a  tax  reform  measure.     J/G  is  not  a  constructive 
approach  to  cutting  the  cost  of  local  government.     J/G  is  a 
know-nothing  meat-axe  attempt  to  destroy  or  cripple  many  of 
the  services  currently  provided  by  local  governments  in  this 
state. 
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More  than  a  pillion  registered  voters  signed  the 
petitions  to  place  Proposition  13  on  the  June  ballot.  A 
recent  poll  by  the  Examiner  indicated  that  835  of  those 
participating  would  vote  for  J/r.     r.any  political  pundits 
predict  that  it  ^rill  be  adopted  by  an  over^-^;hGlming  majority. 
Adoption  of  J/G  v/ould  have  an  immediate  and  dramiatic  impact 
on  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library.     For  that  reason  the 
PIG  proposes  to  root  around  in  J/r  for  a  v/hile  and  report 
what  we  find  in  our  next  few  issues. 

If  J/G  passes,  it  is  extrem.ely  likely  that  the  San 
Francisco  Public  Library  will  close  on  June  30,  1978. 

The  reason  is  simple.     In  1977-78  the  City  and  County 
of  San  Francisco  collected  a  total  of  $354,5  million  in 
property  taxes.     If  J/G  passes  San  Francisco  will  collect 
$113.4  million  in  property  taxes  in  1978-79.     That  is  a 
reduction  of  $241.1  million,  or  6C%-.     It  is  not  reasonable 
to  expect  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Supervisors  to  simply  tell 
all  City  departments  to  cut  th^dr  budgets  by  6  8%,     It  is  much 
m.ore  reasonable  to  expect  that  priorities  would  be  establish- 
ed., o  some  denartments  making  relatively  sm.all  cuts,  and  others 
being  eliminated  entirely. 

It  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  that  the  Police  Department, 
the  Fire  Department,  the  Public  School  District,  the  Streets 
Division,  the  Department  of  Public  Health,  or  the  I-.uni  would 
be  asked  to  cut  their  budgets  by  68%.     Actually,  even  if  those 
departments  were  forced  to  make  m.ajor  cuts,  by  the  time  you 
get  to  the  Animal  Control  Center,  the  Aquarium,  the  Academy 
of  Sciences,  the  Comjnunity  College,  the  Coroner,  the  County 
Parole  Board,  the  Farm.ers  i'arhet,  the  Housing  Authority,  the 
fine  arts  museums.  Recreation  and  Park  Department,  the  Human 
Rights  Commission,  the  Civil  Service  Commission. . .or  the 
Public  Library,  there's  not  going  to  be  much  left  in  the  not. 

So,  July  1,  1978,  when  J/G  would  go  into  effect,  the  only 
members  of  the  SFPL  staff  left  may  well  be  the  CETA  and  LSCA 
employees . 

There  is  some  good  news  though'.     The  Legislature  recently 
passed  legislation  which  gives  public  employees  unemploynent 
coverage , 

In  the  next  few  weeks  we'll  look  at  J/G  in  more  detail 
and  offer  such  service  features  as  "Mow  to  File  for  Unemploy- 
ment Insurance",  "T''Jhat  You  Can  Expect  from  the  Retirement 
System'',  and  "The  Immigration  Lavrs  of  Australia  and  Nev; 
?;ealand" . 

If  you  have  comments,  opinions,  questions,  about  J/G, 
send  them,  along.     We'll  publish  V7hat  we  can  -  contrary 
opinions  invited. 
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...The  Operations  Conroittee  of  thr;  Library  Commission  will 
meet  at  Noon,  Monday,  February  1.7.     A  branch  meeting 
room  policy,  anr!  remodeling  of  Chino.tovm  Branch  vill  be 
discusser'.. 

...The  Librarians'  Guild  will  maet  at  6:30  p.m.,  Thursday, 

r^arch  2,  at  Ilerced  Branch.     On  the  agenda:  discussion  of 
the  latest  Civil  Service  Commission  salary  Proposals ; 
analysis  of  the  results  of  the  '"'..O.U.  questionnaire;  and 
a  guest  speaker  from  the  V/omen  Library  Workers. 
Refreshments!  Parking'. 

..,Pl  little  bird  told  us  that  Joan  Dillon  is  being  considered 
for  the  next  vacancy  on  the  Health  Service  System  board. 

...In  Randor,  Pa.,  police  recently  fastened  a  metal  colander 

to  the  head  of  a  suspect.     Wires  ran  from  the  colander  to 
a  Xerox  machine.     Inside  the  Xerox  the  police  had  placed 
a  card  T^rith  these  typewritten  words,  "lie's  lying."  During 
the  interrogation  whenever  the  police  were  not  satisfied 
with  the  suspect's  answer  they  simply  hit  the  'print' 
button  and  the  Xerox  expressed  its  opinion  of  the  suspect's 
veracity.     Unable  to  fool  the  machine,  the  suspect  finally 
confessed.    IJe're  sorry  to  report  that  Judge  Ira  Garb 
(would  we  kid  you?)  threw  the  case  out  of  court. 


Ml  A  MIDWINTER  REP OPTS 

The  Speaker  was  again  the  major  issue  at  ALA.  Although 
Membership  and  Council  had  voted  to  keep  the  association's  name 
on  the  film  at  the  summer  conference,  the  anger  and  bitterness 
had  not  abated.     T^>70  state  library  associations,  'linnesota  and 
California,  had  condemned  the  film,  many  statements,  pro  and 
con  had  appeared  in  the  library  press  and  the  national  media 
had  begun  to  investigate  the  issue.     When  I  arrived  in  Chicago 
practically  the  first  news  I  hr^ard  was  that  Dan  Father  and  the 
60  Hinutes  crev7  were  going  to  film  the  anticipated  SD(-,aker 
debate  at  the  first  Council  meeting. 

The  debate  centered  around  three  Executive  Board  decisions 
made  at  their  fall  m.eeting.     These  were:     1)  not  to  permit 
reproduction  of  the  film,  in  other  media,  i.e.  videotape; 
2)  to  assemble  a  comnittec  of  outside  experts  to  advise  us  on 
the  film's  relevance  to  the  First  Amendment;     3)   to  include  with 
the  film  a  printed  statem.ent  saying,  essentially,  that  the  film 
was  not  intended  to  offend  any  ethnic  group. 

With  the  TV  cameras  rolling  Council  tackled  Executive 
Board's  actions  and  the  controversy  flared  anew.     After  much 
debate  Council  voted  to  overturn  the  first  tv70  decisions,  but 
allovred  the  statement  to  stay.     We  then  heard  Clara  Jones  read 
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a  six  page  statement  from  twenty  prorr.inent  Black  librarians 
discussing  in  depth  their  objections  to  The  F^eaker.  Although 
the  Black  librarians  had  the  last  v/ord  the'  nroponents  of  the 
film  had  vron  a  major  battle  in  their  war  to  keep  the  film  alive. 

After  the  Council  session  Daji  Rather  interviewed  several 
people  involved  with  the  controversy,     because  I  authored  the 
original  resolution  calling  for  ^^LA  to  remove  its  name  from 
the  film,  I  vjas  among  those  interviewed.     Rather  said  that 
his  coverage  would  probably  be  aired  on  GO  r?inutes  in  late 
February. 

After  this  opening  excitement  the  rest  of  Midv/inter 
seem.ed  a  little  dull.     Council  did  pass  several  important 
resolutions  including:  renewed  support  of  the  Tlhite  House  con- 
ference; a  plea  to  Carter  and  the  Congress  to  restore  and 
increase  funds  for  library  programs  in  the  1979  budget?  affir- 
mation of  the  rights  of  "young  people  to  sex-related  information 
in  libraries,"  condemnation  of  South  Africa  for  closing  the 
dissident  presses;  and  recognition  and  support  for  the  United 
Nations  International  Year  of  the  Child  in  1979.     We  also 
expressed  our  concern  over  the  concentration  of  ownership  of 
nex^/spapers ;  publishing  houses  and  other  information  media  and 
our  opposition  to  CIA.  interference  vjith  the  free  flow  of  infor- 
mation by  manipulating  the  nevjs  and  by  using  publishers  as 
conduits  for  CIA  propaganda. 

I  also  spent  many  hours  meeting  vrith  the  Young  Adult 
Services  Division's  Committee  on  Sexism  in  Adolescent  Litera- 
ture,    We  are  compiling  a  booklist  of  positive  image  /  role  free 
fiction  for  teenagers  and  assembling  a  slide- tape  shov;  demon- 
strating sexism  in  book  jackets,  record  covers  and  magazine 
advertisements  aimed  at  YA's. 


And,  to  top  off  a  long  week,  we  learned  late  Thursday 
that  all  flights  out  had  been  cancelled  and  most  of  the 
conference  spent  the  next  two  days  blizzard  bound  in  snowy 
Chicago . 

Nancy  r.e Hum- Rose 
Park  Branch 


The  Sneaker  and  the  "Blizzard  of  '78"  vrere  major  topics 
of  conversation  at  the  1978  ALA  Mdwinter  Conference  in 
Chicago.     Past  ALA  PresirJent  Clara  Jones  presented  a  statem.ent 
to  Council  from  a  group  of  25  black  librarians,  including 
Effie  Lee  florris ,  and  CBS's  Dan  Rather  from.  GO  j'inutes  vras 
on  hand  to  cover  the  issue,  including  an  interview  with  our 
own  Ilancy  Kellum-Rose.     Despite  several  actions  and  reactions, 
the  delimma  rem.ains,  although  Council  did  support  the  executive 
board's  November  statement  asserting  that  ALA  does  not  sub- 
scribe to  a  doctrine  of  racial  superiority  or  inferiority. 


ALgC  (AsGoci.-tion  of  Librg.ry  Service  to  Chilfren^  fomerly  CSD) 
Toys,  Games  and  Ixealia  Conmittee;     This  Conirdttee  of  which  I  am 
a  meinber  met  twice.     As  part  of  PLKC*^  revision  of  its  media 
evaluation  coimittees  functions,  we  clarified  our  function 
statement developed  guidelines  for  cor-mittee  vjork  and  devised 
a  realia  evaluation  form,     v:e  also  revised  our  too  lengthy  list 
of  toys,  etc.,  for  children  ages  0-12  for  resubmission  to  The 
Booklists     I  cor^pleted  an  article  I  had  drafted  on  establishmo 
toy  information  files  in  libraries,  and  the  Conmittee  felt  that 
I  should  submit  it  independently  to  a  periodical  such  as  School 
Library  Journal.     This  has  since  been  done. 

ALSC  Selection  of  Foreign  Children's  Books  Committee;     I  had  a 
dual  purpose  in  attending  this  cominittee's  two  meetings :  first 
to  learn  all  I  can  about  selecting  books  in  other  languages  as 
part  of  my  job  as  Children's  Book  Revi  wing  Assistant  and 
second,  to  submit  a  selective  list  of  Children's  Books  in  Chinese 
that  Mrs.  Suzanne  Lo,  Children's  Librarian,  North  Beach  Branch 
and  I  had  worked  on,  for  possible  publication  in  The  Booklist. 
(It  will  be  published  in  September  or  October) .     The  Committee 
spent  most  of  its  time  discussing  problems  involved  in  obtaining 
and  printing  lists  for  The  Booklist,  e.g.,  receipt  of  m.ore  than 
one  list  in  a  given  language,  receipt  of  unsolicited  lists, 
receipt  of  solicited  lists  which  are  too  poorly  annotated  to 
use,  receipt  of  lists  for  which  no  distributor  can  be  found, 
etc.     The  Committee  also  decided  to  survey  major  libraries  about 
language  needs  and  their  use  of  the  lists  in  The  Booklist. 

ALSC/CEC  U.S.  Friends  of  IBBY  Joint  ^''.eetincr;     Zena  Sutherland, 
editor  of  Bulletin  of  the  Center  for  Children's  Books  and  the 
U.S.  juror  on  the  current  Hans  Christian  Andersen  Award  committee 
spoke  about  many  of  the  nominated  titles  and  about  serving  on 
the  committee.     She  was  followed  by  Maria  Gripe,  noted  Sv/edish 
author  for  children  and  winner  of  the  1974  ^jidersen  Award  v/ho 
gave  a  fascinating  and  disturbing  talk  about  her  childhood  and 
how  it  has  effected  her  \;ritina. 

ALSC  "Let's  Read  Together"  Revision  Committee;     Is  working  on 
the  4th  edition  of  this  excellent  selection  of  titles  for 
family  reading  aloud,  with  work  to  be  finalized  at  the  next 
Annual  Conference.     Provided  an  ooportunity  to  hear  a  lively 
discussion  of  some  of  the  newer  children's  books  -  fun/  The 
book  will  reflect  nev;  interests  and  concerns  -  e.g.,  a  death 
list,  disabilities,  etc. 

ALSC/AXA  Presidential  Candidates  Forum.;     Afforded  the  opportunity 
to  m.eet  Gerald  Shields  and  TTTomas  Galvin  and  to  hear  them  speak 
on  issues  relevant  to  Children's  Services. 

PLA  Services  to  Children  Committee ;     Discussed  a  proposed  proaram 
for  the  Dallas  Conference,  to"  "Fe  jointly  sponsored  with  T^LSC," 
to  honor  1979,  Thf^  International  Year  of  the  Child.     Also  dis- 
cussed how  their  Committee  functions  fit  in  v/ith  the  nevr  pla 
"Mission,  Goals  and  Priorities"  statement  v/hich  tends  to  ignore 
children  and  young  adults  throughout. 
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PLA  Goals  y  Guidelines  anc'  r;tandarc^3  for  PuMic  LibrcTies 
Cornir.it tee ;     Attended  one  of  their  meetings  v/hich  vas  ler"!  by 
Gene  Palnore  of  the  U.F.  Office  of  Education  v/ho  is  conducting 
a  study  to  develoD  and  test  a  planning  process  ^'hich  any  Public 
Library  can  use  to  plan  and  evaluate  services.     Charles  Robinson 
then  sr»oke  about  this  study  in  relation  to  its  use  at  thr^ 
Baltimore  County  Public  Library.     Very  interesting  in  light  of 
the  Survey  just  conducted  here. 

The  President's  Program;     ALA  President  Eric  '"oon's  program 
featuring  four  speakers  reacting  to  the  draft  statement  on 
involving  the  library  profession  in  the  formulation  of  a 
national  information  policy. 

I  also  spent  several  hours  in  the  e>:hibit  area;  attended 
several  ALSC  Foard  Meetings?  and  attended  the  Children's 
notable  Books  and  Films  and  Hevrbery-Caldecott  Press  Conferences. 
Unfortunately,  the  snov/  made  it  iranossible  for  all  winners 
except  Peter  Spier  to  get  to  Chicago.     Visits  outside  thn 
Palmer  House  included  t^' o  crins  to  the  Chicago  Public  Library 
Cultural  Center   (vzhose  Children's  Poom  is  so  poorly  lighted 
you  cannot  see  all  the  shelves  at  night)   and  a  I'orean  book 
store  where  I  discovered  two  excellent  children's  magazines 
vrhich  I  have  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  children's 
periodical  committee. 

Grace  Puth 
0 .  C .  C . 


OUR  imiO  EXPOSES  P.EAUJOLAIS 

Eeaujolais,  the  sunny,  easy-to-drinh  French  red  uine, 
everybody  seems  to  love,  but  few  consum.ers  know  how  to  buy. 
Co  much  Eeaujolais  is  errorted  an^"  so  r.uch  is  drunk  in  France, 
that  it  is  imioossible  for  all  of  it  to  come  fror^  the  proner 
area.     Therefore  it  is  important  to  krow  something  about  the 
appellation,  before  you  rlunk  dovm  your  money,  the  more  so 
since  Eeaujolais  nrices  are  all  terribly  inflated.     *^o  read 
the  label  carefully. 

The  bottom,  quality  is  just  plain  Eeaujolais.     Unless  it 
comes  from  a  well-known  and  reputable  shinner,  stay  away  from, 
it.     Next  step  up  is  Eeaujolais  Sur>erieur;  the  difference 
with  the^foregoing  being  a  higher  minimum  alcohol  level,  at 
least  10   ,  which  makes  for  greater  stability  of  the  v;ine. 
Then  we  get  to  the  better  appellation  of  Deaujolpis-Villacres , 
V7hich  m.eans  it  has  to  core  from  a  delimited  area  encomr^assing 
about  39  villages  or  communes.     The  Villages  wines  from  good 
shippers  can  be  e^ccellent  and  are  usually  the  best  values. 
Drink  within  about  tv^o  years  of  t'-'.e  vintage,  preferably 
slightly  chilled. 

learning:  if  you  see  "Teaujolais  ^rimcour'  or  "Eeaujolais 
Nouveau" ,  don't  bother.  Ey  the  time  it  gets  to  our  s:iore  and 
our  shelves,  it  has  lost  v/hatever,  if  anything,  it  had  in  the 


first  place.     If  you  enjoy  Uouveau  ^-'incs   (about  vjhich  i"ore 
soDe  other  time)   stick  i/ith  California  pror'uct. 

The  grane  variety  unecl  to  make  Deaujolai^  ir,  the  rar^ay 
IToir  au  jus  blanc.     This  is  POT  the  Garay  ^Gaujolais  grane 
used  in  California,  xjhich  is  a  clone  of  ^inot  'loir.     The  clorsest 
to  it  is  the  so-called  Ilapa  Camay,  unec'  mainly  in  the  ilapa 
Valley. 

now  we  come  to  the  'top  of  the  line" :  the  9  classed 
growths  of  Eeaujolais,     The  m.o^t  Southern  of  these  and  the 
one  I'm.  concerned  vjith  today  is  Erouilly.     Of  the  various 
Erouilly  wines  the  most  famous  and  the  one  e:q^orted  widely 
is  the  wine  of  Chateau  de  la  Chai?:e.     The  chateau  is  situated 
in  the  cor-^mune  of  Odenas  and  with  about  320  acres  constitutes 
the  largest  private  estate  in  all  of  Durgundy.     The  history 
of  the  chateau  is  fascinating c     One  of  the  first  ov:ners  (and 
the  last  of  his  nam.e)  was  Father  de  la  Chaize,  confessor  of 
King  Louis  XIV  of  France,     On  his  death  the  property  passed  to 
his  niece,  who  is  a  direct  ancestor  of  the.  ^resent  owner,  the 
^larquise  de  P.oussy  de  Tales.     Incidentally  Father  de  la  Chaize 
used  to  frequent  a  Jesuit  retreat,  then  situated  northeast  of 
Paris  on  the  .^'^ont  Faint-Louis.     Later  on  this  area  and  the 
gardens  surrounding  it  became  a  cem.etery  and  is  now  knov/n  the 
world  over  as  the  Pere  Lachaize  cemetery  vjhere  so  many  of 
France's  great  men  and  wom.en  are  buried  (sor'e  of  our  very  own 
too,  like  Gertrude  Stein  and  Isadora  Duncan) . 

The  buildings  of  the  estate  date  frc^  IC^IC  and  involved 
with  it  were  some  of  the  greatest  names  in  French  architerure 
of  that  time,  such  as  Jules  ITardouin-ria.nsart   (164C-170 '^>)  vjho 
V7as  responsible  for  some  of  the  famous  parts  of  the  palace  in 
Versailles,  and  T^ndre  LeITotre   (1613-1700),  the  landscape 
architect  and  designer  of  the  Tuileries  and  Versailles  gardens. 
The  chateau  has  been  restored  by  the  present  owners  and  has 
been  declared  a  national  landm.ark,  as  well  as  the  cellar,  ^rhich 
is  the  largest  one  in  Beaujolais. 

I  was  fortunate  to  visit  the  chateau  in  1976,  the  year  of 
its  Tricentennial ,  and  that    \intage  is  the  one  availaJole  right 
now  and  which  I  recommend  to  you  for  your  enjoyment.     I  practi- 
cally sav7  this  wine  "grov^  up"  as  the  crush  was  in  full  swing 
when  we  were  there.     r^e  TTere  allowed  to  taste  some  of  the 
freshly  crushed  juice  as  well  as  sore  juice  that  had  already 
partially  ferm.ented.     /nd  now  here  is  t^ie  finished  wine.  It 
has  been  delicious  from  beginning  to  end.     The  wine  has 
beautiful,  clear,  ruby- red  color,  a  nice  fresh  berry  nose  and 
flavor,  fruity  taste  and  good  balance.     It  drinks  awfully 
easily,  although  it  is  somewhat  heavier-bodied  than  these 
wines  usually  are,  because  aboii.t  70?;  is  for  e:r"ort  and  thus 
greater  stability  is  required.     It  is  good  to  drink  now  but 
can  as  well  be  laid  away  for  another  year  or  so.     It  sells 
at  our  store  for  $^.15,  which  is  a  very  good  price  indeed. 
Serve  it  slightly  chilled  and  enjoy. 

•Telia  Rains 
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FROM  THF  OFFICE  Or  CITILDREnT  SCP.VICCr 


Notable  Children's  Dooks  of  1977,  th<^  list  nelecter' 
each  yc?ar  by  tho  Association  for  Library  Service  to  Children 
(ALSO,  was  announced  during  AlA's  midwinter  meeting.  The 
list  includes  books  selected  by  the  T^iCC  Hev/bery-Caidecott 
Awards  Corimittee  as  nedal  vjinners  and  honor  books. 

YOUNGEP  PEADEHS 

Verna  Aardema  -  IIHO'S  III  PJ\BBIT'F  HOUFE?    /  msri  T?X.E, 
Pictures  by  Leo  and  Diane  Dillion.     Mitsunasa  J^nno  -  ANNO'?: 
COUNTIT-G  BOOK.     Lucille  Clifton  -  AI^IFIKA.     111.  by  Thomas 
DiCrazia.     Tomie  DePaola  -  HELGA'S  DOWPY;  J^  TPOLL  LOVE  STORY. 
Tomie  DePaola  -  THE  QUICIT^AilD  ROOK.     T'riison  Gage  -  DOITIT  IN 
THE  BOONDOCKS.     Pictures  by  Glen  Rounds.     Steven  Kellogg  - 
TIIF  HYSTERIOUS  TADPOLE.     Graham  Oak^ley  -  Tm^  crURCK  IIICE  ADRIFT. 
Mary  Rayner  -  GARTH  PIG  AND  T^T  ICE  CREAll  LADY.     Anne  Rockwell 
-  ALBERT  B.   CUB  £  ZEBRA:  Ml  ALPHABFT  STORYBOOK.     Peter  Snier  - 
NOAII'S  ARK.     Uilliam  Steig  -  CALEB  ^i  KATE.     Dorothy  0.  Van 
Woerkom  -  HAPRY  AJTD  SHELLBURT.     Pictures  by  Erick  Ingrahan. 
Bernard  IJolf  -  ANNA'S  SILENT  T70RLD.     TTaraot  Zemach  -  IT  COULD 
ALWAYS  BE  TJORSE :  A  YIDDISH  FOLK  TAiF. 

r-IDDLE  PLEADERS 

Lloyd  Alexander  -  THE  TOm  CATS  AilD  OTH^R  TALES.  111. 
by  Lassilo  Kubinyi .     Natalie  Babbitt  -  THE  EveS  OF  TFF 
AMARYLLIS.     Betsy  Byars  -  THE  PINBALLS.     Eleanor  Cameron  - 
JULIA  P^ID  THE  H^ND  OF  GOD.     Beverlv  Clerry  -  RAIIONA  AND  HER 
FATHFR.     111.  by  Alan  Tiegreen.     Helen  Cressuell  -  ORDINARY 
JACK.     Christie  Harris  -  I!OUSE  UOnAiT  I^llD  '^■^F  "ISCHIEF-if^KEPS . 
Mollie  Hunter  -  THE  UICKED  ONE:  A  STORY  OF  SUSPENSE,  Jill 
Krementz  -  A.  VERY  YOVllG  RIDER. 

Kasue  rii^umura  -  FLOIITR  MOON  SNOTT:  A  P^OK  OF  HAIKU. 
Katherine  Paterson  -  BRIDGE  TO  TERABITHIA.     111.  by  Donna 
Diamond.     Jack  Prelutsky  -  THF  SNOPP  ON  THF  SIDE^^AiK  ^ilD  OTHER 
POEIIS.     Pictures  by  Byron  Barton.     Laurence  Pringle  -  DEATH 
IS  NATURAI,.     Jack  Denton  Scott  -  LITTLE  DOGS  OF  THF  PPxAIRIE. 
Photographs  by  0?;zie  Sweet,     nillicent  F.  Selsam  and  Jerome 
I'^xler  -  THF  AliAZING  DAIJDELIOW.     Laurence  Yen  -  CHILD  OF  THE  0'"'L, 

OLDER  READERS 

Hal  Borland  -  THE  GOLDEN  CIRCLE:  A  BOOK  OF  .MONTHS. 
Paintings  by  Anne  Ophelia  Dowden.     K.F".  Briggs  -  HOBBEPDY  DICK. 
Vera  and  Bill  Cleaver  -  TRIAL  VM^LEY.     Robert  Cormier  -  I  AJl 
THF  CHEESE.     Peter  Dickinson  -  ANNEPTON  PIT.     T^jiita  Heym.an  - 
E}aT  FRO.'i  HOiE.     JareJre  Highwater  -  ANPAO,  AN  J^^IERICAJI  INDI2^N 
ODYSSEY.     Lithographs  by  Fritz  Scholder. 

Diana  Uynne  Jones  -  DOGSBODY.     Eli?;abeth  Levy  and  Tad 
Richards  -  STRUGGLE  AND  LOSE,  STRUGGLE  AND  "Ji:^ :  TH^  UNITED 
MINE  WORKERS.     Photos  bv  Henrv  E.  Gordillo.     Lois  Lowry  -  A 
SUILMER  TO  DIE.     111.  by"^ Jenni" Oliver .     Anne  "McCaffrey  - 
DRAGONS INGER. 


Kubert  Davis,  comrilcr  and  editor  -  A  JAIIUArY  FOn  ^^ILL 
FREEZE  A  HOG  AND  OTHER  TTEATHLR  FOLKLOFE.     111.  by  John  ^'aUner. 
I/illiam  Lorabardy  and  Bette  Marshall  -  CUE£r>  FOR  C'!II,DPEU  STEP 
BY  STEPS     David  ^'acaulay  -  CASTLE.     vTorq  ^'uller  -  TI'E  CFAIininC 
CITY.     Jorg  r!uller  -  THE  CHANGING  COUN-^RYSmE .     Irene  and 
Laurence  S^jinburne  -  BEHIITD  THE  SEALED  DOOR:  TEE  DISCOVERY  OF 
TEE  TOMB  AI-ID  TREASURES  OF  TUTANKnA?f.UiI . 


*********** 


DIAE-A-ETORY  (G2S-6516)  continues  twenty-four  hours  a  day 
v/ith  a  different  children's  story  each  v/eek. 


VOLUIE  15  -  UUriBER  9  rAPCF  3,   19  78 

SAil  rri;'.) .viCvO  i  LjuLlC  Li-;.1-\iiY, 

MAR  i; 

CIRCULATION  SYSTEPI  DECISIOil  MADE  , 

After  several  ironths  of  careful  study  STPL  last  week 
decided  to  adopt  the  CLSI  automated  circulation  systei?.. 
fir.  Frantz  has  vjritten  to  the  City  Purchaser  anking  that 
a  contract  be  executed  as  soon  as  r.ossibleo 

There  were  originally  five  bid^?  received,  each  offering 
a  different  approach,  different  equipr.ent,  and,  of  course, 
different  price.     The  evaluation  process  involved  the 
comparison  of  waternolons  vs.  turkeyfurters  and  several 
other  arcane  ■practices. 

There  were  a  nur^ber  of  reasons  that  CLGI  was  selected, 
perhaps  most  telling  being  the  fact  that  CL5^I  has  more 
systems  in  actual  operation  than  any  of  their  conpetitors, 
and  that  the  CLSI  systen  i/ill  be  completely  on-line  and  in- 
house.     Based  on  the  ex'-^er.icnce  of  other  libraries,  ':r,  Frantz 
predicts  that  installation  and  conversion  should  nroceed  v;itli 
dispatch,  and  without  major  problem?. 

The  next  step  will  be  the  negotiation  of  a  contract 
betvjeen  the  City  and  CLPI.     That  may  well  take  several  weeks, 
we  hope  no  more.     Once  the  contract  is  signed,  we  can  exTncct 
delivery  of  equipment  within  a  month. 

Jim  Reilly,  Rich  Walsh,  and  the  Registration  Oen^rtment 
are  already  working  on  plans  for  the  conversion.     Par  codes 
will  be  attached  to  library  cards,  and  books,  information 
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v/ill  hc^.ve  to  be  cranked  into  the  corputer,     Thr?t  process 
v/ill  continue  for  several  months  before  we  actur-^.lly  clieck 
out  a  book  automatically.     It  if?  honed  thr't  v/ill  Jirppen 
before  the  end  of  the  ye?^rc 


TALIFORTTIA  LIBFARY  FERVICES  FOARD 

Four  m.emhers  of  the  CLSB  hrve'  been  named  „  Presiclent 
of  the  Senate  I!ills  has  appointed  Dr.  T^allace  !Tall  of 
Belvedere,  and  Mr.  Hubert  Latiian  of  Chula  Vinta.  F^echer 
of  the  Assembly  McCarthy  ha;^.  named  ''Irs.  T'etty  '7.  I'.eatinge 
of  San  Marino,  and  Mrs,  Verna  Teoiia  of  Daly  City. 

The  other  nine  Eiem.bers  will  be  nam.ed  hy  (Governor  Lrov/n. 
His  announcement  is  expected  in  Harch, 

P?S  VOUCHERS 

Performing  Arts  Services  han  informed  us  that  Librarians 
are  eligible  to  participate    in  their  ticket  voucher  program. 
Information  and  application  forms  have  been  distributer!  to 
the  branches  and  departments,  or  m.ay  br  obtained  from.  0?S, 


FPvEE  CORRECTIONS 

The  hum^an  condition  is  less  than  perfect,  and  so  is  the 
FREE  calendar  this  m.onth.     Plea'^e  notes 

...The  "Solo  Oboe"  program,  on  Tuesday,  r'arch  14,  vjill  be 
at  7:00  p.m..  at  the  Sunset  Branch. 

...The  "Solo  Oboe"  program  on  Tuesday,  .'larch  21,  will  be  at 
7:00  p.m.   in  the  Lurie  Room.,  Diain  Library. 

...The  "Uheel  of  Fortune  Poetry  .Readina"  on  ^^ednesday, 

March  29,  will  be  at  7:30  P.m.  at  TJest  Portal  Eranch, 
HOT  at  noe  Valley  Branch  as  listed. 

...Please  also  note  that  1/Jednesday,  .^larch  9,  falls  on  Thursday 
this  year. 


m  CASE  YOU  APE  ASKED. . . 

... Nominees  in  the  History  division  of  the  national  BooJ: 
Awards  have  been  nam.ed;:     Henry  Steele  Comm.ager  for 
THE  EFPIPE  OF  REASON:  Robert  J.  Donavan  for ' CONFLICT 
AND  CRISIS;  Joseph  Kastner  for  A  S'^ECIES  OF  ETERNITY 
David  McCullouch  for  THE  P.^TH  DET^IEEN  THE  Sr?S;  and 
Fritz  Stern  for  FOLD  K'D  IPONc     '^he  winner  ^''ill  be 
announced  on  April  10. 


-  2  - 


. .  .The  Board  of  the  ft.  Louis  Tublic  Library  anprirently 

intends  to  appoint  tennir.  nlayer  Arthur  7\Ghe  as  Director 
of  the  Library,     Petirinrj  Director,  P^xton  ^i^rice,  ha" 
resigned  as  Secretary  of  the  Board  in  protect .  Ashe 
does  not  have  a  library  degree. 

.c.El  Eupremo  of  the  SFPL  Softball  tean,  Gregory  Gtevrart, 
has  scheduled  practice  for  this  Saturday,  F'arch  ^,  at 
Noon,  at  Oceanview  Park,  Plymouth  and  Lobos  Streets 
(Off  Ocean  Avenut)  .     All  team  rnerribers  are  expected  to 
attend.     Anyone  with  a  lane  excuse  should  contact 
Stev/art  at  once  at  3477  o 

...Attention  Centennial  Buffs,     Volunteers  are  needed  to  ' 

serve  on  the  Staf f-Friends-Conrission  Coinnittee  planning 
the  celebration  of  100  ycnrs  of  whatever  it  ii  we're 
doing  here.     Contacts     The  Publisher. 

...VJe're  distressed  to  learn  that  a  fire  lant  Friday  in  her 
apartment  destroyed  Glend.a  rlooper's  wardrobe  and  nany 
other  belongings.     Friends  here  are  gathering  a  col- 
lection to  help  her  replace  things.     Contact  Anne  Houghton 
in  B?RC   (2) ,  or  the  Branch  Poomo 

...Does  anyone  have  a  cc^y  of  the  January  19  70  edition  of 
TJILSOIT  LIBFJ^vRY  EULLETIM  that  they  don't  need?     If  so,- 
please  send,  to  the  Editor. 

...Coming  next  week,  an  Exclusive,  Detailed  analysis  of  the 
figure  of  Kathleen  Cullivan  Alioto,  only  in  the  PIG,  a 
tribune  of  taste  and  culture. 

...The  Library  Commission  vjill  meet  at  7^30  p.m.,  Tuesday, 
ilarch  7,  at  the  Ilission  Branch. 


CAPTER'S  BUDGET 


LECA  funding  for  1979  is  authorized  to  increase  to  ?140 
million,  but  the  President's  budget  request  only  asks  for 
slightly  over  $60  million,  exactly  the  same  as  was  appropri- 
ated for  19  78, 


96  D^YC  LEFT 


In  rational  discourse  those  i^ho  demand  a  cut  in  nublic 
spending  might  be  expected  to  accer>t  the  responsibility  to 
point  out  specific  boondoggles  an-''  ^'^aste  that  they  want  to 
eliminate.     But,  discussion  of  the  Jarvis/i"-ann  initiative 
proceeds  on  a  less  elevated  plane.     Proponents  insist  that 
local  government  costs  too  m.uch  and  that  revenues  0'"^^  be  cut 
by  30%,  40%,  50%,  or  60%   (pick  a  number)  without  damage  to 
"vital"  services.     But,  there  has  been  little  m.ention  of  vrhat 
they  deem  "vital". 
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However,  as  you  listen  to  j£?.rvis  clue3  er^Grgc. 
Repecited  use  of  the  word  "hPindout"  mirht  be  one  such  clue. 
He  also  likes  to  clciir  th?.t  "6  3  nercent  of  th'^.  fyraduc^tes 
(of  our  public  schools)   are  illiterate  pnyur^y,"     (He  uses 
this  claim  to  show  that  there  is  little  need  for  public 
libraries.)     One  would  like  to  pin  Jarvis  down.     Does  he 
believe  that  our  children  will  get  a  better  education  if  we 
spend  less  on  schools?    Or,  isn't  he  really  saying  that 
we're  wasting  our  money  trying  to  educate  all  those  children? 
Perhaps  he  really  i70uld  prefer  that  we  provide  schooling 
only  for  those  who  will  get  7' ' s  or  D's? 

The  more  one  listens  to  the  J/f^  »^Gor>le,  read";  Guy  I'riaht, 
and  the  letters  to  the  editor,  the  more  one  comes  to  feel  that  j 
the  underlying  attitude  ir5  simply,  "I'm  alright,  Jack." 

The  J/r  proponents  see  themselves  as  hprd-headed  pragma- 
tists,  and  "alright",  but  the  initiative  th-y've  devised 
indicates  a  rather  bizarre  viev;  of  the  real  v^orldo 

The  central  provision  of  their  initiative  nrovides  that 
local  governments  may  levy  an  ad  valorem,  tax  on  real  property 
not  to  exceed  1?.  of  the  full  cash  value  as  determined  in 
1975-76 i     In  Can  Francisco  over  the  pant  twenty  yrars  the 
full  cash  value  of  real  property  has  increa-^ed  an  average 
of  slightly  over  10%  per  year J     Thus  a  property  that  was 
vjorth  $100,000  in  1975  is  nov7  worth  approximately  $133,000. 
J/G  includes  an  "inflation''  clause  which  allows  a  tax  in- 
crease of  no  more  than  2?j  per  year.     Thus,  the  taxes  on  that  | 
$100,000  property  in  1975  would  have  been  $1,000  and  in 
1978  they  would  have  risen  to  only  $1,0G1,  or  only  0,79%  of 
the  current  full  cash  value.     In  19P5  the  property  \7ould  be 
worth  more  than  $259,000  and  the  taxes  would  be  only  $1,219, 
or  equal  to  less  than  0^47%  of  the  full  cash  value. 

One  of  the  beautiful  gimmicks  in  J/<7  is  that  the  value 
of  a  property  may  not  be  reassessed  until  and  unless  it  is 
sold.     (Hor  is  there  any  provision  for  reassessm.ent  if  a 
property  is  rem.odeled  and  improved,  even  if  that  increases 
the  value  of  the  property  dramatically,)     Thus  a  family  that 
lives  in  the  same  home  for  20  or  30  years,    (remodels,  enlarges 
and  improves  it)  will  still  be  paying  property  taxes  based 
on  the  1975  value.     A  property  of  equal  value  that  has  been 
bought  and  sold  several  times  over  the  years  would  be  reasses- 
sed each  time  and  thus  could  easily  be  paying  property  taxes  ^ 
10,  20  or  50  tim.es  higher  than  the  property  that  had  not  ^ 
changed  hands.     Even  though  they  were  identical  in  all  other 
respects ! 

In  short,  Proposition  13  would  deny  the  reality  of  the 
world  in  which  vre  live.     They  want  to  repeal  t^-"^  laws  of  the 
m.arket  place  and  m.aJ^e  California  a  land  where  it  is  alvrays 
1975,     They  have  by  fiat  declared  that  inflation  shall  not 
exceed  2%  per  year.     One  wonders  why  the  President's  Council 
of  Economic  Advisors  hasn't  thought  of  this  before. 
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Last  wee]-,  we  suggested  th^.t  after  July  1,  the  Library's 
only  employees  v/ould  be  those  vjho  are  paid  fron  LrCA  or  CETA 
funrls.     It  has  been  brought  to  our  attention  thrt  both  acts 
include  "maintenance  of  effort"  clauses.     Thus,  CETA  says 
they  T-rill  not  approve  funds  for  any  classification  in  which 
employees  are  laid  off  as  a  result  of  the  nassage  of  JA-. 
If  J/G  passes,  nobody  is  really  safe. 


FROI":  THE  OFFICE  OF  CniLDPFlI'S  PEPVICES 


The  Children's  Librarians'  tribute  to  f.s,  Effie  Lee 
Morris  in  recognition  of  her  fourteen  years  as  Children's 
Co-ordinator ,  San  Francisco  Public  Library  iras  a  reception 
held  in  the  Vista  Poor.,  Hilton  Hotel,  Sunday  afternoon, 
February  26,  1978. 

Among  the  110  persons  present  i-^ere  members  of  the  pro- 
fession, technical  staff,  the  comm.unity,  personal  friends  of 
r?So  P''orris,  Children's  Librarians  and  their  children. 

Included  were  her  husband,  Mr.  Leonard  vTones ;  '''s .  JIarjorie 
Stern,  Library  Commissioner?  Fs.  Charlotte  Perk,  Redevelopment 
Agency  Comjnissioner ?  I'S.  E.J.  Montgomery,  2^rt  Commissioner; 
Ms.  Ursula  neyer,  President,  C.L.A,  ;  Itr,  Stefan  '"'oses.  Execu- 
tive Director,  C.L.A.  ?  Beverly  Cleary,  author  of  a  1977  riew- 
bery  Honor  Book?  Ollie  Pine,  San  Francisco  Unified  School 
District  elementary  school  librarian  and  Ted  Samuels,  FALH; 
Rabbi  and  ■ ''rs .  Elackman,  Jewish  Board  of  Education;  ^'s.  John 
Frantz,  lis.  Vivian  Goodwin,  Chief  of  Technical  Services  and 
?"r.  George  Cerasi,  Secretary  Library  Commission. 

Children  present  were  Sabrina  O^'^en,  Sara  l^'.aginnis,  Aaron 
Faust,  Sara  Dixon,  and  Annie  Ruth. 

r-rs.  Alice  Jacobs,  mistress  of  ccrem.onies,  introduced 
Mr,  John  Frantz,  City  Librarian,  who  opened  the  nrogram  by 
citing  llSo  Morris'  expertise  in  developinrr  the  children's 
book  collection  and  in  service  training. 

Senator  '  'ilton  Harks  presented  f^Zs ,  forris  v^ith  a  certi- 
ficate of  honor  for  her  outstanding  contributions  to  public 
library  service  to  children  and  parents  and  in  recognition 
for  her  advocacy  for  children's  rights. 

Florence  Mitchell  and  Joan  Jackson  presented  a  resolution 
from  the  Librarians'  Guild  giving  ■'S.  '''orris  a  lifetime  union 
m.embership  followed  by  Joan  Dillon  giving  h^r  a  Local  400  pin. 

Children's  Librarians,  I'ary  Jane  BroT/n  and  Carol  Sm.all , 
read  "Children  Learn  T-niat  They  Live"  by  Dorothy  Law  Ilolte. 
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■lany  persons  recalled  worhirg  v/ith  ''n.  Torris  in 
various  committees  and  organizations^   local,  state  an-'' 
national;  in  each  case  recognizing  her  valuable  contribu- 
tions and  many  accomplishriGnts ,     Ker  vigilance  in  suoporting 
the  recognition  of  the  rights  of  blac?r  and  othnr  minority 
grouns  is  i-^ell  known. 

Speakers  included  Ethel  ^jnbrose,  Children's  Co-ordinator , 
Stockton-San  Joaquin  Public  Library?  Martha  Fovrler,  retired 
Children's  Librarian;  Pita  Jones,  Northern  Co-ordinator , 
California  Librarians  Black  Caucus;  ^eggy  Sarssohn,  T^resident, 
San  Francisco  Chapter  Women's  National  Book  Association; 
Dro  Daniel  Collins,  President,  Division  of  TTrban  Education, 
Earcourt  Branch  and  Jovanovich;  Sister  '''.ary  Zlma,  retired 
Director  School  of  Librarianship ,  University  of  San  Francisco 
and  Dr.  Carlton  Coodlett,  editor-publisher,  fun  Reporter « 

Children's  Librarians,  Grace  Ruth,  Linda  Ceistlinger  and 
Audrey  Wood,  read  the  "Rivers  Song"  from  "The  Plue  Cat  of 
Castle tpT'jn  by  Catherine  Colblentz. 

Dorothy  Ilult,  on  behalf  of  the  Children's  Librarians, 
presented  Ms.  Morris  with  a  symbol  of  quality — a  silver  ov/l 
on  a  gold  disk,  engraved  on  the  back  "Effie  Lee  ^'^orris. 
Children's  Co-ordinator ,  San  Francisco  Public  Library  - 
1963-1978."     A  card  made  by  Jacqueline  Sm.eeth  and  signed  by 
all  the  children's  librarians  accomDanied  the  gift. 

ris.  Hult  stressed  the  fact  that  ?-s.  riorris'  influence  on 
children's  librarians  would  ever  be    remembered  and  that  they 
would  strive  to  m.aintain  her  standards  of  excellence  and 
continue  to  build  on  the  firra  foundation  she  had  left  ar. 
their  heritage. 

Ms,  Morris  responded  V7ith  her  ap^ireciation  and  also 
related  some  of  the  factors  leading  to  hor  resignation. 

Hs.  Morris  received  a  beautiful  bouquet  of  red  roses 
from  tlie  Southern  section  of  California  Rlack  Librarians 
and  m.any  telegrams  and  letters  including  a  message  from 
Mayor  George  Moscone. 

Pictures  were  taken  by  Vs.  Karey  Wehner  and  '"''r.  Bob 
Schm.idt.     The  program  chairman  v/as  Ms.  Alice  Jacobs  and 
all  arrangements  and  reservations  were  handled  by  f's,  Betty 
Schwabacher , 

********************* 

DIAL-A-STORY   (626-5516)   continues  twenty- four  hours  a  day 
with  a  different  children's  story  each  vreek. 
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 —  LiTEtWiURE  DEPARTMlNT 

The  Commission  met  Tuesday  evening  at  Mission  Branch, 
In  the  absence  of  Commission  President  Englander,  Commission 
First  Vice  President  Stern  presided. 

Mr.  Frantz  reported  on  the  review  of  our  budget 
request  by  the  Mayor's  Budget  Analyst,  and  the  Mayor's 
first  public  hearing  on  the  budfet.     (KLA  attended  and 
defended  our  request.)     No  decisions  have  been  reached 
at  this  point.     Frantz  also  reported  on  plans  for  a  gala 
opening/dedicat ion  of  the  Comm.uni cations  Center  scheduled 
for  3:00  p.m.,  Friday,  April  7.     Governor  Brown  and  other 
Poo-bahs  have  been  invited  to  attend.     In  the  meantime  plans 
for  the  Centennial  celebration  are  proceeding,  with  the 
grant  proposal  to  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Hum.anities 
due  in  Washington  by  June  3. 

The  Librarians'   Guild  appealed  to  the  Coirm.ission 
Hr.  Frantz'  decision  not  to  allow  the  Guild  office  space 
in  the  Main  Library.     The  question  was  referred  to  the 
Personnel  Committee.     The  Guild  also  suggested  to  the 
Commission  that  all  overdue  fines  be  eliminated.  This 
subject  was  referred  to  both  the  Finance,  and  Resources 
§  Services  committees. 

The  Friends  reported  that  report  on  the  user  survey 
has  now  been  printed  and  copies  are  being  distributed.  All 
branches  and  departm.ents  ivill  receive  copies. 
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The  External  Affairs  Committee  reported  on  a 
resolution  es tablishini^  policy  concerninp  cooperation  by 
the  Library  with  programs  of  other  City  departments: 
i.e.  North  Beach  parkinr  permits,  voters'  registration, 
etc.     After  scpe  discussion  the  resolution  was  returned 
to  the  Committee  for  further  review. 

The  Commission  gratefully  accepted  a  gift  of  $100 
from.  Alica  Gowancock  which  will  be  used  to  purchase  large 
print  books. 

James  Chaffee,  Library  watchdog  and  publisher  of  an 
underground  Deriodical  which  does  not  accept  advertising 
for  massage  parlors,  arrived  at  the  Commission  meeting 
almost  an  hour  late  and  was  greeted  with  a  round  of  applause. 
The  Permanent  Court  of  International  Justice  in  The  .Hague 
will  be  asked  to  determine  if  actions  taken  by  the  Commission 
before  his  arrival  are  binding. 

The  next  regular  m.eeting  of  the  Commission  will  be  at 
4:00  p.m.,  Tuesday,  April  4,  in  the  Commission  Room,  Main 
Library . 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  8:55  p.m.,  PST! 


MORE  NBA  NOMINEES 


National  Booh  Av/ard  nominees  for  Contemporary 
Thought  are: 

...Gloria  Emerson  for  WINNERS  6  LOSERS;  Kai  T.  Erikson  for 
EVERYTHING  IN  ITS  PATH;  Michael  Harrington  for  THE  VAST 
MAJORITY;  Louise  Kapp  Uox^e  for  PINK  COLLAR  V/ORKERS;  and 
Julian  Jaynes  tor  THE  ORIGIN  OF  CONSCIOUSNESS  IN  THE 
BREAKDOMJ  OF  THE  BICMIERAL  ^^IND. 


Nominees  for  Poetry  are: 


.Marvin  Bell  for  STARS  WHICH  SEE,   STARS  WHICH  DO  NOT  SEE; 
Michael  S.  Harper  for  IMAGES  OF  KIN;  Barbara  Howes  for 
A  PRIVATE  SIGNAL;  Howard  Nemerov  for  THE  COLLECTED  POEMS; 
and  Charles  Simic  for  CHARON'S  COSMOLOGY. 


Nominees  for  Biography  and  Autobiography  are: 

.James  Atlas  for  DELMORE  SCHWARTZ;  W.  Jackson  Bate  for 
SAMUEL  JOHNSON;  Will  D.  Campbell  for  BROTHER  TO  A 
DRAGONFLY;  Will      Ariel  Durant  for  A  DUAL  AUTOBIOGRAPHY; 
and  Frank  E.  Vandiver  for  BLACK  JACK. 


Nominees  for  Children's  Literature  are: 


Betty  Sue  Cummings  for  HEW  AGAINST  THE  GRJ^JN;   Use  Koehn 
for  MISCHLING,  SECOND  DEGRJEE ;  Judith      Herbert  Kohl  for 
THE  VIEW  FROM  THE  OAK;  David  McCord  for  ONE  AT  A  TP^; 
and  William  Steig  for  CALEB  KATE. 
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Nominees  for  Translations  are: 


.Robert  M.  Adams  for  Niccolo  Mchiavell's  THE  PRINCi:; 
David  Lapeza  for  Vladimir  Voinovich's  THE  IVANKIAD; 
Burton  Watson  for  RYOKAN;  William  Weaver  for  Elsa 
Morante's  HISTORY  A  NOVEL;  and  Richard  P,  Clara  Winston 
for  Uwe  Georfre's  IN  THE  DESERTS  OF  THIS  EARTH. 

The  winners  will  be  announced  on  Monday,  April  10. 


JUE I L  AT  I  ON  RE  I GN  S  UNCONSTRA.  I NE  D 

Blissful  smiles  wreath  the  beatific  faces  of 
ecstatic  library  staff  m.embers  this  v;eek  as  rapturous  and 
exultant  hosannas  reverberated  from  the  welkin. 

Good  Prince  Harvey  of  Rose  announced  this  week  that 
SFPL  will  NOT  close,  even  if  Proposition  13  (the  Jarvis- 
Gann  initiative)  passes  on  June  6. 

Prince  Harvey,  kindly  budget  advisor  to  the  Board 
of  Supervisors,  submitted  Monday  his  1978-79  budpet 
recommendations  based  upon  the  possible  passage  of  J/ G , 
and  the  City's  failure  to  obtain  nev;  sources  of  revenue. 
Library  types  are  rejoicing  to  discover  that  SFPL  will  only 
have  to  trim  back  our  operating  budget  by  821, 

Very  rough  estimates  place  SFPL's  1978-79  budget, 
based  on  the  Rose  plan,  at  approximately  $1,257,899.30. 
That  would  entail  a  slight  roll-back  in  staffing  patterns, 
lay-offs  for  approximately  228  current  perm.anent  employees. 
This  would  leave  a  library  staff  of  approximately  50  people, 
most  or  whom  would  probably  be  assigned  to  the  Main  Library. 
(There  has  as  yet  been  no  discussion  of  Sunday  hours.) 

These  adjustments  v;ill  of  course  entail  some  fascina- 
ting considerations.  Will  these  decisions  be  made  entirely 
on  seniority,  or  will  classification  be  involved.  IVho  will 
be  laid  off  first,  the  Librarian  II  with  10  years  seniority 
or  the  Librarian  III  with  8?  Can  you  trade  a  Librarian  III 
for  a  Librarian  I  and  a  Tech? 

Of  course  you  could  approach  the  problem  from,  a 
different  angle.     What  about  a  universal  reduced  v/ork  v/eek 
program?     No  permanent  em.ployee  will  be  laid-off ...  .every- 
body works  7.2  hours  per  week. 

But,  chum.s ,  right  nov/  there  are  m.ore  questions  than 
answers,  so  let's  retreat  to  an  area  where  we  do  have  some 
more  solid  information. 

The  news  stories  about  J/G  have  been  filled  v/ith 
speculation  that  the  revenue  deficit  caused  by  J/G  could 
be  recovered  by  raising  the  income  tax  by  3001,  or  increasing 
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the  sales  tax  to  121   (12  1/2%  in  the  BAPT  counties  of 
course)  ,  or  some  other  coinbination  of  non-property  taxes 
to  raise  the  $7  billion  that  J/C  v:ill  take  fror.  local 
j  urisdictions . 

However,  such  plans  are  based  on  a  faulty  understand- 
ing of  what  J/G  provides.     In  reality  the  Lepislature  has 
until  June  30,  to  adopt  sore  alternate  plan  to  finance 
local  poverni?ent.     If  J/G  passes,  it  goes  into  effect  on 
Saturday,  July  1,  19  78.     Thereafter  the  State  could  not 
raise  the  rate  of  any  tax  or  impose  a  new  tax  of  any  sort 
without  the  approval  of  two-thirds  of  all  elected  members 
of  both  houses  of  the  Legislature.     First,  the  Dossibility 
of  the  Legislature  acting  before  June  30,  is  somewhat 
remote.     Hell,  it  took  them  more  than  18  months  to  decide 
how  to  cut  taxes  i-^hen  they  found  themselves  with  a  $3  billion 
surplus.     And  getting  a  two-thirds  majority  in  the  Legislature 
to  agree  on  anything,  even  adjournment,  is  a  rare  occurrence. 
V(fhat  chance  is  there  that  tv/o-thirds  would  agree  to  a  monu- 
mental tax  increase  in  an  election  year?    Don't  answer. 

And  then,  gentle  readers  we  come  to  another  J/G  zinger. 
If  it  passed  local  jurisdictions  will  never  be  allowed  to 
raise  the  ad  valorem,  property  taxes  above  the  rate  established 
by  J/G,  nor  will  they  be  allowed  to  impose  a  transaction  on 
sales  tax  on  property.     Local  jurisdictions  could  impose 
other  types  of  taxes,  but  it  would  take  a  two-thirds  vote 
of  the  "qualified  electors  of  such  district".     That  doesn't 
mean  two-thirds  of  those  voting,  it  says  two-thirds  of  the 
"qualified  electors",  v/hich  apparently  means  that  you  have 
to  get  tv/o-thirds  of  all  registered  voters  to  vote  yes  on 
any  new  or  increased  tax.     In  most  elections  in  California 
you  are  lucky  to  get  60%  of  the  registered  voters  to  even 
vote.     Getting  tiA'o-thirds  of  all  registered  voters  to  agree 
on  what  year  it  is  would  be  a  task  to  fracture  the  imagination 
of  man. 

The  Jarvis/Gann  people  have  said  pretty  plainly  that 
they  want  to  destroy  local  government  in  California ...  and 
there  is  little  doubt  that  they  have  created  a  plan  well 
suited  to  their  desires.     It  does  no  good  to  point  out 
that  their  program  is  not  constructive,  logical  or  reasonable. 
They  don't  care.     They  are  mad  and  frustrated  and  willing 
to  bring  the  state  to  utter  chaos  to  prove  their  point.  And, 
there  is  good  reason  to  think  they  may  vrell  win.  California 
has  a  long  history  of  bizarre  election  results.     It  could 
happen  again. 


SHORT  TAKES 

...Rumor  has  it  that  National  Library  VJeek  vdll  be  celebra- 
ted (?)  from  April  2  thru  8.     The  Friends  are  currently 
preparing  efforts  to  obtain  publicity  for  SFPL  programs 
and  services.     Do  you  know  of  some  aspect  of  the 
Library  which  the  public  might  be  interested  in  knoiving 
about?     If  so,  give  Mig  Mayor  a  call  at  37  70.  She'll 
appreciate  any  publicity  ideas  you  may  have. 

-   4  - 


...Jolting  Joe  Philips  has  been  nprner?  ^'an?'.ce^  of  the  SFPL 

Softball  team  this  year.     He  and  Captain  Gregory  Stewart 
have  called  ti^o  important  practice  sessions  for  this 
weekend:  7:30  p.m.,  Friday,  March  10,  at  Rolph  Park 
(Army  fi  Potrero)  ;  and  Moon,  Sunday,  March  12,  at  Ocean 
View  Playground  (Ply^nouth      Lobos)  .     The  Friends  are 
sponsoring  the  team  this  yet:.  . 

...Does  anybody  have  an  unneeded  copy  of  the  Wilson  Library 
Bulletin  for  January,  1978?    The  Public  Information 
Office  is  seeking  donations. 


I'/e  are  sorry  to  report  that  Anne  Hilkie's  father  died 
Wednesday. 


FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  CHILDREN'S  SERVICES 


The  Children's  Librarians'  Committees  will  m.eet  from. 
4:30  p.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  at  the  regular  Children's  Librarians' 
Meeting  on  Friday,  March  17,  19  78. 

ft  ft  it  it  fi  it 

Four  new  films  not  yet  listed  in  the  Juvenile  Handbook 

are : 

1 .  A  Boy  and  a  Boa 

2.  Hush  Little  Baby 

3.  Little  Girl  and  the  Gunny-wolf 

4.  The  Case  of  the  Elevator  Duck 

The  Children's  Room,  Main  Library,  will  host  an  "Egg-tree'' 
decorating  program  on  Thursday,  March  16,  197  8,  between 
3:00  p.m.  and  5:00  p.m.. 

fsffkH-kiifsftieftit 


DIAL-A-STORY  (626-6516)  continues  twenty- four  hours  a 
day  wTth  a  different   chi  ldren 'c   ^tury  each  vrcek. 
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..There  will  be  a  Special  Meeting  of  the  Library  Commission 
at  Noon,  Wednesday,  March  22,  in  the  Commission  Room. 
The  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  discuss  the  user 
survey  and  a  master  plan  for  the  library. 

,  .The  Mayor  will  hold  a  second  Public  Hearing  on  the 
197  8-78  budget  at  6:30  p.m.,  Monday,  March  20,  at 
Anza  School,  40  Vega  Street.     The  Mayor  has  asked 
that  the  Library  make  materials  about  the  budget 
available  to  the  public.     The  information  prepared 
by  the  Mayor's  Office  is  available  in  Documents  and 
at  all  branch  libraries. 

. .The  Operation  Committee  of  the  Library  Commission  will 

meet  at  Noon,  Monday,  March  20,  in  the  Commission  Room. 

..The  Executive  Board  of  the  Librarians'  Guild  will  meet 

at  1:00  p.m.,  Friday,  March  17,  at  Knight's  Restaurant. 
Executive  Board  meetings  are  open  to  all  mem.bers  of 
the  Guild  -  you're  invited  to  attend. 

..We're  running  out  of  fiscal  1977-78.     If  you  are  respon- 
sible for  spending  budgeted  funds,  please  remember  that 
the  deadline  for  requesting  supplies  is  April  15. 
Please  contact  Elliott  Chinn  to  determine  the  status 
of  available  funds.     Tough  luck  if  you  wanted  to  buy 
equipment,  it's  too  late'. 


SAN 
FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 


Offml 


. , .The  American  Merchant  Marine  Library  is  interested  in 

receiving  donations  of  popular  mac^azines  to  be  de-  ^ 

livered  to  ships  sailing  from  San  Francisco.     Pick-ups  ■ 

can  be  arranged.     Contact:  Evelyn  Schumaker,  421-8965.  ! 

...Correction.     Last  week  we  reported  a  gift  from  "Alice 
Gowancock" 5  which  is  how  it  was  reported  to  us.  We 
have  since  learned  that  no  such  person  exists.  We 
hope  that  Alice  Gowanlock  will  forf^ive  us.  Her 

generosity  is  greatly  appreciated.  | 

...The  National  Book  Award  nominees  for  Fiction  are: 

Robert  Cooper  for  THE  PUBLIC  BURNING;  Peter  De  Vries  i 
for  MADDER  MUSIC;  James  Alan  McPherscn  for  ELBOW  ROOM;  ! 
John  Sayles  for  UNION  DUES;  and  Mary  Lee  Settle  for 
BLOOD  TIE. 

...A  new  SFPL  telephone  list  has  been  distributed.  Except 
for  styling  Engleside  for  Ingleside  Branch,  it  is  a 
beautiful  job.     Intercom  (IC)  numbers  are  not  included 
since  the  IC  system  is  currently  under  review  and 
changes  are  expected.     If  you  need  additional  copies  ) 
of  the  list,  they  are  available  from  the  Stock  Room. 

. . .The  Archives  for  the  Performing  Arts  is  seeking  donations  | 
so  that  they  may  obtain  the  magnificent  collection  of  i 
opera  materials  of  the  world  famous  basso  Vittorio  ^  < 
Arimondi.  The  price  is  only  $500,  but  cash  is  something  | 
that  the  Archives  knows  little  of.  If  you  could  make  j 
a  contribution  contact  Judith  or  Russell  at  622-6750. 

i 

GUIDES  GRADUATE  1 
.  _ —  I 

Sixty-six  City  Guides  graduated  Tuesday,  March  7  in  ' 
a  City  Hall  ceremony  convened  by  Superior  Court  Judge  Harry 
Low.     The  graduation  marked  their  completion  of  a  16-hour 
training  course  in  San  Francisco  history,  given  by  such 
noted  historians  as  Father  John  McGloin,  University  of  San  ^ 
Francisco,  and  Albert  Shumate  of  the  Landmarks  Preservation 
Advisory  Board,     Diplomas  v;ere  awarded  by  Asst.  Chief  Edward 
Burnham  of  the  San  Francisco  Fire  Department.  ' 

City  Guides  is  the  community  program  of  the  San 
Francisco  History  Room,  headed  by  Gladys  Hansen.     Under  the 
direction  of  City  Guides  Coordinator  Judith  V/aldhorn,  the 
volunteer  Guides  will  practice  their  tours  during  March  and 
April.     May  1,  1978,  the  following  free  tours  will  be  offered: 

City  Hall-Civic  Center:     Thursdays  at  noon,  Saturdays  at 

10  am;  tour  takes  1  1/2  hours;  begins  in  the  S.F.  History  , 
Room,  3rd  floor.  Main  Library,  Civic  Center,  200  Larkin  , 
Street. 
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Fire  Department  Museum:     Thursdays  throup;h  Sundays,  2  pm  and 
3  pm;  tour  takes  1  hour,  begins  at  the  Museum,  Presidio 
Avenue  between  Bush  and  Pine  Streets.     (Fire  Department 
Museum  tours  are  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the 
St.  Francisco  Hook  and  Ladder  o  Society.) 

City  Guide  volunteers  are  San  Franciscans  of  all  ages 
and  occupations.     VJhen  interviewed  about  joining  the  program, 
most  said,  "I  love  my  City  and  want  to  share  my  enjoyment 
with  others!" 


ADMONITORY  EXHORTATION 

When  planning  program.s ,  please  remember  that  information 
for  flyers  must  be  in  the  Public  Information  Office  no  later 
than  six  vjeeks  before  the  program.     You  should  receive  the 
printed  flyer  about  two  weeks  prior  to  the  program.     If  you 
can't  get  the  details  of  a  program  put  together  in  tim.e, 
reschedule  it  for  a  later  date.     The  PIO  is  willing  to  help 
out  in  emergencies,  but  there  have  been  so  many  ''emergencies" 
lately  that  other  projects  have  been  unreasonably  delayed. 

Please  note:  the  schedule  for  flyers  is  different  than, 
and  unrelated  to  the  deadline  for  inclusion  in  FREE.  Infor- 
mation for  FREE  on  Children's  programs  must  be  in  OCS  by  the 
10th  of  the  preceeding  month.     Information  about  programs 
for  adults  must  be  in  OAS  by  the  13th. 


BOOKBINDING 

A  major  exhibit  of  bookbindings  opens  at  the  San 
Francisco  Museum  of  Modern  Art  next  VJednesday,  March  22. 
"Hand  Bookbinding  Today  -  An  International  Art"  vrill  feature 
the  works  of  over  eighty  binders  from  seventeen  countries. 
A  fully  illustrated  and  documented  catalog  of  the  exhibit 
is  being  published  -  sure  to  become  a  collectors  item. 

In  connection  with  the  exhibit  SFPL's  Special  Collections 
Department  has  prepared  an  exhibit  "Techniques  of  Hand  Book- 
binding'*.    The  Bancroft  Library,  Mills  College  Library, 
Green  Library  at  Stanford,  USF's  Gleeson  Library,  and  the 
Library  of  UC  San  Francisco  are  also  doing  exhibits  on  book- 
binding . 

The  exhibit  was  organized  by  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art 
with ^ the  cooperation  of  The  Hand  Bookbinders  of  California. 
It  vjill  travel  to  Kansas  City  and  Rochester,  New  York,  after 
it  closes  here  May  7.     We  understand  that  Johanna  Goldschmid 
is  an  unindicted  co-conspirator  in  the  planning  of  the 
exhibit . 
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A  ROTTEN  REPORT  FROM  OUR  WINE  MAVEN 


Botrytised  Sauvignon  Blanc  19  75,  a  dessert  wine  from 
Monterey  Vineyards  is  a  rather  special  wine.  Sauvignon 
Blanc  refers  to  the  main  grape  variety  used,  a  grape  which 
produces  both  sweet  and  dry  wines  in  France,  the  latter 
like  Pouilly  Fume  and  Sancerre.     Botrytised  is  the  adjective 
form  of  Botrytis  Cinerea,  a  grape  fungus  vjhich  is  more 
commonly  referred  to  as  noble  rot. 

Grapes  infected  with  Botrytis  Cinerea  will  be  covered 
with  a  brownish  fluff,  which  on  spreading  shrivels  the 
grapes  and  turns  them  a  purplish  color.     The  grapes  lose 
more  and  m.ore  moisture;  sugar  content  increases  vastly; 
and  flavors  and  other  chem.ical  components  become  more 
concentrated.     Depending  on  the  extent  of  infection,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  harvest  such  grapes  berry-by-berry, 
rather  than  bunch-by-bunch a  laborious  and  costly  process. 
This  is  done  in  Germany  and  Sauternes ,  in  particular  the 
grapes  of  the  unequaled     Chateau  Yquem  are  harvested  berry- 
by-berry  »     When  the  grapes  v;ith  noble  rot  are  properly 
picked  and  crushed  they  can  result  m  the  most  luscious 
sweet  wines  in  the  world. 

Fermentation  is  difficult,  and  very  slow,  taking 
several  months  -  there  is  an  instance  of  fermentation 
that  lasted  close  to  10  years!     If  all  goes  well,  the 
result  more  than  makes  up  for  all  the  trouble.  Botrytis 
Cinerea  imparts  a  special  delicate,  honey-like  flavor  to  the 
wine,  and  through  some  as  yet  imperfectly  understood  chemical 
reactions,  the  glycerin  content  is  also  increased,  hence  a 
wine  with  far  greater  viscosity  than  usual.     You  can  see 
that  when  you  swirl  the  wine  in  your  glass  and  then  watch 
it  sheet  down  the  sides.     The  hiph  alcohol,  sugar  and 
glycerin  content  also  m.ake  these  wines  very  long-lived. 

There  is  a  delightful  story  explaining  how  the  beneficial 
effect  of  noble  rot  was  discovered,  but  we'll  save  that  for 
another  time. 

Only  recently  have  botrytised  wines  been  made  in 
California,     Two  of  our  nexver,  developing,  wine  regions, 
Monterey  County  and  the  Temecula  area  in  Southern  California, 
are  well  suited  for  such  wines.     They  have  good  alternation 
of  heavy  fogs  bringing  in  moisture  from  the  ocean  and  hot 
dry  days,  which  is  a  prerequisite  for  proper  infection. 

A  fascinating  experiment  is  taking  place  at  Grand  Cru 
Vineyards  at  Glen  Ellen.     They  are  using  a  process  developed 
at  U.C.  Davis  to  induce  Botrytis  artificially.     They  pro- 
duced in   '74  and  '75  an  induced  Botrytis  Gewurztraminer , 
an  absolutely  luscious   (and  expensive)  wine.     In  1977  they 
made  tv7o  different  batches  of  the  above,  which  are  nov; 
fermenting,  oh-so-slowly .     As  far  as  I  know,  they  are  the 
only  ones  in  the  world  experimenting  with  this  method. 
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But,  back  to  Monterey  Vineyard's  Botrytised  Sauvignon 
Blanc  1975.     The  vjine  contains  some  Semillon.     It  has  high 
alcohol,  15.7%,  a  good  varietal  nose,  fairly  light  body, 
slight  honey  flavor  and  good  acid  so  the  sweetness  is  not 
cloying.     The  wine  is  still  too  young  and  not  quite  together 
yet;  however  it  is  already  quite  drinkable  and  at  $6.80  it 
is  not  very  often  that  you  car  try  a  California  wine  of  this 
kind. 

Also  available  is  Monterey  Vineyard's  Johannisberg 
Riesling  1975  for  $2.65.     This  is  a  dry  v/ine  made  of  grapes 
slightly  infected  by  Botrytis.     This  shows  in  a  fuller  body 
than  most  Rieslings.     The  wine,  v;ith  only  11  1/2%  alcohol, 
has  a  very  strong  bouquet,  nice  body,  and  is  somewhat  high 
in  acid.     It  is  a  nice  wine  to  enjoy  with  a  meal  and  it 
might  be  interesting  to  have  the  Riesling  for  dinner  and 
the  Sauvignon  Blanc  (very  vjell-chilled)  for  dessert  in  order 
to  compare  what  Botrytis  Cinerea  can  do. 

Hella  Rains 


THE  SPORTY  SEEN 

Baseball  is  a  game  of  triumph  and  tragedy.  Spring 
training  is  a  time  of  hope  and  expectation,  but  before  the 
regular  season  begins  the  roster  must  be  trimjned,  and  for 
some  the  hopes  have  proven  false.     Manager  Joe  Phillips 
released  his  19  7  8  roster  this  week  and  it  was  learned  that 
three  heros  of  yesteryear  have  been  sent  down  to  the  minors. 
We  were  pleased  to  learn  that  Never-Never  Neves  and  ShaBoom- 
ShaBoom  Chabot  have  caught  on  with  a  farm  team,  The  Hawaiians. 
However,  as  we  go  to  press,  it  looks  like  Stinky  Stevens  may 
be  out  of  organized  ball... but  he'll  alvjays  be  remembered 
for  the  days  before  he  lost  his  arm. 

Anyway,  the  1978  roster  includes:  Joe  Phillips  -  manager, 
Gregory  Stewart  -  captain,  Larry  Grain,  David  Marconi,  Robert 
Mason,  Herbert  Lum,  James  McMillian,  Charles  Stevenson,  Mike 
Clarke,  Stiger  Johnal ,  Everett  Adams,  Ed  Sherrod,  Moose 
Gallerani,  Spike  Berthold,  David  Gallerani ,  David  Morro, 
Charles  Breda,  Al  Lum,  Norman  V?right ,  and  Tom  Bennidetti. 
(We  find  it  strange  that  Manager  Phillips  has  kept  19  out- 
fielders and  a  pitcher,  but  maybe  he  knows  something  V7e  don't.) 

The  baseball  team  has  two  problems.     First,  they  don't 
have  a  name,  and  second,  none  of  the  players  have  nicknames. 
This  will  never  do,  and  we're  counting  on  all  you  athletic 
supportei-s  out  there  to  lend  a  hand,  or  a  name.     Some  people 
have  been  kicking  around  "Library  Lions" ,  but  as  the  team  is 
sponsored  by  the  Friends  this  year,  full  consideration 
should  be  given  to  "Fiends  of  the  Library",  or  "The  Friends' 
Ferrets" »     We're  looking  forward  to  your  cards  and  letters. 
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REMINDER 


SFPL  staff  members  planning  to  attend  the  BARC  v/orkshop 
on  Friday,  March  2'4th,  "What  is  this  thinp  called  book?"  are 
reminded  that  the  SITE  HAS  BEEN  CHANGED.   "Workshop  V7ill  be 
held  in  the  auditorium  (Room  300)  of  the  S.F.   Public  Health 
Building,  101  Grove  Street. 


81  DAYS  UNTIL  JUNE  G 

We've  received  several  comments  upon  our  recent  m.enticns 
of  the  Jarvis/Gann  initiative  which  will  be  lucky  f^l3  on  the 
June  ballot.     These  have  fallen  into  three  categories: 
"Right  onl";   "Your  reports  are  something  less  than  objective"; 
and  "Why  are  you  wasting  all  that  time  and  paper?" 

It  is  disturbing  to  learn  that  a  number  of  SFPL  staff 
members,  and  other  City  employees  plan  to  vote  for  J/G... 
even  after  admitting  that  it  will  put  them  out-of-work  come 
July  1.     Their  attitude  seems  based  upon  a  generalized 
fear/hatred  of  "them".     "Them"  being  "those  bums  in  Sacra- 
mento", "those  bums  in  City  Hall",  or  "welfare  bums".  They 
don't  seem  to  care  that  their  votes  may  well  destroy  public 
education,  police  and  fire  departments,  or  any  of  a  long 
list  of  public  activities  that  they  are  willing  to  admit  are 
necessary,  and  even,  in  some  cases,  well  run.     They  are 
going  to  vote  for  J/G  and  teach  those  bums  a  lesson. 

Several  J/G  proponents  have  intimated  that  their  support 
of  the  m.easure  was  the  hope  that  it  would  reduce  or  eliminate 
spending  for  welfare  programs.     However,  that  is  a  delusion. 
Local  government  has  absolutely  no  control  over  expenditures 
for  welfare  or  "social  services".     These  programs  are  mandated 
by  State  law.     SF's  Social  Services  Department  has  a  1977/78 
budget  of  $158,270,577  and  the  Supervisor's  Budget  Analyst 
reports  that  the  City  will  have  to  find  a  minimum  of 
$158,270,577  for  them  next  year,  even  if  J/G  passes. 

Actually  the  Budget  Analyst  identified  107  expense 
centers  of  the  City  and  County,  not  including  public 
education.     Of  those  10  7  programs  only  2  2  are  optional. 
The  other  85  are  mandated  by  the  City  Charter,  State  or 
Federal  law. 

Last  week  we  reported  that  SFPL  could  expect  to  receive 
$1,257,899.30  if  J/G  passed  and  the  City  found  no  new  sources 
of  revenue.     Actually  the  Library  would  receive  $1,236,046.00. 
And  how  do  you  think  they  arrived  at  that  figure?     The  Library 
turns  out  to  be  one  of  the  lucky  departments.     The  City 
Charter,  Section  6. 4000  ,  mandates  the  miniTin\im  expenditure 
for  the  Library  to  be  H<!^  per  $100  in  assessed  va]  nation. 
Based  on  the  19  7  5  assessment  rolls,   adjusted,   SFPL  can  count 
on  that  $1,236,046. 
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VJe're  now  playing  with  a  SFPL  budget  for  1978/79  based 
upon  passage  of  Proposition  13.     Their  positions  are  in  the 
Charter  so  we  assume  that  Mr.   Frarttz  and  Ur,   Cerasi  will 
still  have  jobs.     The  Charter  thouph,  doesn't  say  how  much 
they  should  be  paid,  or  actually  that  they  vjill  be  paid. 
Do  you  think  James  Chaffee  would  '.e  v.'illing  to  serve  as 
volunteer  City  Librarian? 

VJe  had  thought  that  perhaps  V7e  could  find  some  extra 
revenue  for  the  Library  by  selling  off  the  branches,  but 
now  it  appears  that  title  to  the  property  lies  with  the 
City,  so  any  revenue  realized  v/ould  go  into  the  General 
Fund.     Pfuil     Perhaps  it  would  be  possible  to  donate  the 
branch  book  collections  to  the  Friends  for  their  annual 
sale.     Any  suggestions  would  be  gladly  accepted. 

But,  we'd  better  get  back  to  the  reactions  we've 
received  about  our  comments  on  J/G.     The  ones  that  scare 
us  are  those  viho  nominally  agree  vjith  the  point  of  viev7 
expressed,  but  don't  understand  V7hy  we've  wasted  so  much 
time  and  effort.     They  insist  that  there  is  no  rational 
way  that  J/G  will  succeed. . .but  people  don't  vote  ration- 
ally.    J/G  touches  emotional  keys  in  many  people:  fear; 
frustration;  hate.     Those  are  motivations  that  can  produce 
actions  in  a  voting  booth  that  are  beyond  the  reach  of 
rational  analysis. 


IMPORTANT  PROFESSIONAL  READING 

Everybody  will  be  pleased  to  knox^7  that  the  November 
1977  issue  of  the  Journal  of  the  Ajnerican  Society  for 
Information  Science  is  now  available in  General  Reference. 
This  is  the  issue  that  contains  the  long  awaited  article 
by  Chai  Kim  and  Eui  Kang  Shin  of  the  University  of  South 
Carolina,  "Sociodemographic  Correlates  of  Intercounty 
Variations  in  the  Public  Library  Output".     As  they  explain: 

"Modern  systems  theory  is  applied  in  constructing  a 
recursive,  multivariate  causal  model  for  an  analysis  of 
intercounty  variations  of  the  public  library  output.  In 
the  model,  drawing  the  data  on  population  and  libraries 
from  the  counties  in  Florida,  selected  sociodemographic 
variables  of  the  community  are  considered  as  exogenous 
variables,  v/hile  the  resource  characteristics  of  the  library 
are  designated  as  intci-medn  ate  variables  which  link  the 
exogenous  var^iabloc   Lo  the  enriop^noTi<^  var^i  ,=)hl  <=>  ,  pci^  capita 
cix^culaLioii . " 

You'd  better  get  your  reserve  in  nov^  I 
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FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  CHILDREN'S  SFRVICES 

FILMMAKING  WORKSHOPS:      'FILM  AN  AFRICAN  FOLKTALE' 


On  Tuesday,  February  7,  1978,  2  8  children  ranging  in 
age  from  6  to  15  gathered  at  the  Ocean  View  Library  for 
the  first  meeting  of  the   'Film  an  African  Folktale'  workshops. 
I  introduced  Henry  Sanz,  a  pc-rb-t ime  page  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Branch  and  a  student  of  filmmaking  at  City  College.  He 
showed  the  children  "The  Pig  with  Sauce",  a  live  action 
3-minute  film  he  had  made  with  children  at  the  Mission 
Branch.     He  then  read  to  the  group  the  story  "VJhy  Spider 
Lives  in  Ceilings"  from  j39  8  Arkhurst,  The  Adventures  of 
Spider  and  talked  about  how  this  story  could  be  made  into 
an  animated  film,  displaying  a  'story  board'  as  a  part  of 
his  explanation.     Then  the  group  got  busy  with  clay,  con- 
struction paper  and  other  materials  to  create  characters, 
props,  and  scenry  for  the  film.     During  the  entire  session, 
and  during  the  subsequent  sessions  as  well,  Henry's  partner, 
Stephan  Livingston  took  dozens  of  photographs  which  were 
made  into  slides.     He  let  the  children  use  the  camera  too, 
and  explained  its  operation. 

At  this  session,  I  displayed  a  number  of  books  from 
our  collection  of  African  folktal-^-s  and  many  children 
selected  from  among  them.     Books  displayed  (all  j398)  were: 
MacDermott,  Anansi  the  Spider;  Heady,  Jambo ,  Sungura :  tales 
from  East  Africa;  Bryan,  Adventures  of  Aku ;  Kaula,  African 
village  folk  tales;  Aardema,  Behind  the  back  of  the  mountain; 
Savory,  Lion  outwitted  by  hare;  Savory,  Congo  fireside  tales; 
Sherlock,  Anansi,  the  Spider  ilan;  Elliot,  The  long  grass 
whispers ;  Elliot ," Where  the  Teopard  passes;  Courlander,  The 
king ' s  "drum;  Courlander,  The  son  of  the  leopard;  Courlander, 
The  hat-shaking  dance;  Bernstein,  The  first' morning ;  Aardema, 
Tales  from  the  story  hat;  Guirma,  Princess  of  the  full  moon; 
Holladay,  Bantu  tales;   Schatz ,  The  extraordinary  tug-of-v^ar; 
Aardema,  Why  mosquitoes  buzz  in  people's  ears;  Bryan,  The  ox 
of  the  vjonderful  horns;  Haley,  A  story,  a  story. 

At  the  subsequent  two  sessions,  the  attendance  ranged 
around  25;  most  of  the  original  children  returned,  and  several 
joined ^who  had  not  been  at  the  first  meeting.     Most  of  the 
participants  were  from  the  Ocean  View  neighborhood;  however, 
approximately  one-third  of  the  group  was  children  v7ho  had 
learned  of  the  workshops  from  FREE  or  the  OMI  News . 

A  large,  colorful  mnral  was  pa5nted  for  a  backdrop,  and 
camera  work  began  at  the  second  session.     The  bulk  of  the 
camera  work,  however,  was  done  at  the  third  session.  Henry 
was  enormously  patient  in  showing  each  child  how  to  operate 
the  camera  and  to  m.ove  the  figures  minutely  to  produce  an 
animated  film. 

At  a  special  session,  three  children,  volunteers,  taped 
the  narration  for  the  film,  vrhich  is  being  combined  with  a 
background  of  African  music. 
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Then  came  the   'premiere'   of  the  film,  on  February  28, 
1978,  and  the  reception  in  honor  of  the  film  makers.  Over 
sixty  people,  including  parents  and  relatives,  a  teacher, 
and  former  Ocean  View  librarian  Joan  Draper,  attended.  The 
film,  a  3-minute  color  production,  was  shewn  four  times, 
and  we  also  saw  the  slides  v/hich  are  such  a  wonderful  record 
of  the  workshops.     The  children  vjere  also  asked  to  fill  out 
cards  giving  their  opinions  about  their  experiences  in  the 
workshop  J  the  opinions  were  unanimously  favorable.     It  v;as 
an  exciting,  hectic,  and  very  gala  occasion'. 

There  is  more  to  come.     Each  cliild  is  to  receive  a 
souvenir  print  of  the  group  photograph  that  begins  the  film, 
and  the  Library  v,7ill  receive  a  pester  size  print.     And  - 
"Why  Spider  Lives  in  Ceilings"  is  going  to  have  a  television 
showing!     On  Wednesday,  April  12,  197  8,  at  7:00  p.m.,  the 
program  Rainy  Days,  on  Cable  Channel  25,  will  show  the  film, 
and  three  of  the  children  will  appear  on  the  program  with 
Henry  and  myself  to  talk  about  the  project  and  answer  phone-in 
questions  from  vievjers .     So  that  will  be  another  exciting 
experience  for  the  children.     I  am  sorry  that  more  of  them 
cannot  participate  in  the  TV  program,  but  according  to 
Carol  Nyhoff,  "Rainy  Days"  moderator,  studio  space  is  very 
limited . 

Joan  Jackson 
Children's  Librarian 
Ocean  View  Branch 


Dial-A-Story ,  (  626-6516)  5  continues  tx^/enty-f our  hours 
a  day  with  a  children's  story  each  vjeek . 
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FROM  THE  BEATS 

. . .The  Gang  of  Twelve  met  Monday  and  discussed  the  possible 
effects  that  passage  of  Jarvis/Gann  might  have  on  SFPL. 
j  The  Mayor  has  asked  for  a  list  of  options.     We'll  report 

j  on  those  as  they  are  developed. 

...The  SFPL  Centennial  celebration  committee  met  Wednesday 
morning  and  began  outlining  a  number  of  exciting 
possibilities  for  programs  and  exhibits.     There  are 
still  lots  of  opportunities  for  volunteers  to  partici- 
pate in  the  planning  -  any  staff  member  vjho  wants  to 
get  involved  should  contact  The  Publisher  without 
delay . 

...The  Library  Commission  met  VJednesday  evening  as  a 

"Committee  of  the  Whole"  to  discuss  the  needs  survey 
and  master  plan.     The  discussion  was  v/ide  ranging. 
Various  committees  will  be  delving  into  specific  areas 
of  concern. 

...The  Personnel  Committee  of  the  Library  Commission  will 
meet  at  4:30  p.m.,  Wednesday,  March  29,  in  the 
Commission  Room. 

. . .The  California  Friends  of  Robert  Frost  held  a  gala 

celebration  at  Market  S  Drumm  streets  Wednesday  to 
dedicate  Robert  Frost  Plaza.,  a  project  that  G.  William 
Gahagen  has  spearheaded  for  15  years.     Frost's  daughter 


Leslie,  a  number  of  his  grandchildren,  Mayor  Moscone, 
Will  (Grampa  V/alton)  Geer,  representatives  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  other  civic  organizations 
participated.     The  impressive  bronze  plaque  that  was 
stored  here  at  SFPL  for  many  years  now  has  an  appro- 
priate permanent  home  in  the  plaza.     Gahagen  and  the 
California  Friends  of  Robert  Frost  are  the  donors  of 
the  outstanding  collection  of  Frost  materials  in  the 
Special  Collections  Department.     Frost  was  born  in 
San  Francisco  in  1874. 


A  SURVEY  OF  NOCTURNAL  ACTIVITIES 

Novella  O'Hara,  the  Chronicle's  Question  Person,  will 
be  at  the  Main  Library  on  Monday,  March  27.     She  wants  to 
know:   "What  book  would  you  take  to  bed  instead?"     If  you 
have  a  stunningly  inappropriate  ansv/er,  contact  Mig  Mayer 
(3770)  who'll  see  that  you  get  a  chance  to  demonstrate 
your  cleverness  for  Novella. 


HELLA  CHECKS  THE  BUBBLES 

This  Sunday  it  is  Easter  and  many  people  will  entertain 
for  brunch  or  dinner,  and  what  could  be  more  spring-like  and 
enchanting  than  a  nice  bottle  of  champagne.     When  I  say 
champagne,  I  mean  the  true  French  product  cominr  from  strictly 
delimited  areas  in  the  northeastern  part  of  France.     The  area 
is  Champagne;  the  wine  is  champagne.     Even  though  the  word 
"champagne"  has  taken  on  a  generic  meaning  in  the  U.S.,  that 
does  not  invalidate  the  French  exclusive  claim  to  the  word, 
which  is  upheld  by  international  law.     All  other  wines  with 
bubbles,  even  those  produced  by  the  "methode  champenoise" 
are  sparkling  vjines.     That  does  not  diminish  their  quality 
or  value;  it  just  means  it  ain't  champagne. 

Champagne  in  France  is  generally  made  from  ca.   2 /3s  black 
grapes  (Pinot  noir  and  Pinot  m.eunier)  and  1/3  Chardonnay. 
The  black  grapes  get  a  very  light  pressing  so  the  juice  won't 
extract  any  color  from  the  skins,  and  the  end  result  will 
be  a  golden  clear  liquid.     In  today's  column  I  vjon't  go  into 
the  mysteries  of  the  methode  champenoise;  some  other  time. 
However,  if  you  are  really  interested  I  suggest  you  go  up  to 
the  Napa  Valley,  and  visit  and  tour  Domaine  Chandon  at  Yount- 
ville,  or  Hanns  Kornell  Cellars  betvzeen  St.  Helena  and 
Calistoga.     The  method  is  the  same;  the  tours  are  informative, 
and  the  explanations  clear  and  in  English. 

The  champagne  I  am  recommending  is  Perrier- Jouet  non- 
yintage  Extra-dry  at  $6.95  a  bottle.     Quite  reasonable 
indeed  considering  today's  prices. 
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The  house  of  Perrier-Jouet ,  one  of  the  top  17,  though 
fairly  small  in  size,  is  located  in  Epernay  on  the  Avenue 
de  Champagne.     It  was  founded  in  1811  by  Pierre-Micolas-Marie 
Perrier-Jouet  and  has  its  headquarters  in  the  original 
beautiful  18th  century  mansion,  with  a  lovely  court-yard. 
It  has  about  5  miles  of  underground  cellars,  containing  a 
reserve  of  about  5  million  bottles.     An  interesting  sidelight 
is  that  the  founder  of  the  company  built  for  himself  a 
large,  very  ornate  mansion  as  a  residence  on  the  Avenue  de 
Champagne,  which  was  later  donated  to  the  city  and  is  now, 
guess  what...  the  public  library. 

Perrier-Jouet  (which  incidentally  has  no  connection  with 
Perrier  mineral  water)  prides  itself  on  ovjning  some  of  the 
finest  vineyard  parcels  in  Champagne.     This  is  reflected  in 
the  consistently  high  quality  of  their  champagnes. 

This  champagne  is  Extra-dry,  meaning  it  is  just  slightly 
sweeter  than  Brut  (I  know  that  does  not  make  much  sense). 
It  is  fairly  light-bodied,  has  a  nice  yeasty  nose,  a  beauti- 
ful never-ending  stream  of  tiny  bubbles  (one  of  the  hall- 
marks of  a  good  champagne)  and  a  lovely  flavor.     I  think  it 
is  a  champagne  with  lots  of  popular  appeal,  and  is  particu- 
larly suited  for  people  unacquainted  with  the  very  unique 
and  special  flavor  of  French  champagne.     It  certainly  vjill 
be  a  graceful  companion  to  an  Easter  buffet.     So  get  your- 
self a  bottle  (or  tvjo)  and  splurge;  you  may  not  be  able  to 
do  that  after  Prop.   13,  the  Jarvis/Gann  initiative,  passes. 

Happy  Easter. 

Hella  Rains. 


SFPL  SPLITS  DQUBLEHEADER 

Our  Softball  team  split  a  doubleheader  with  the 
Hawaiians  last  Thursday  evening.     In  the  first,  seven 
inning,  game  we  triumphed  9  to  7 .     In  the  second,  two 
inning,  contest  the  Hawaiians  eked  out  a  2  to  1  victory. 
The  fascinating  aspect  of  the  contests  was  the  fact  that 
all  of  the  Hawaiians'  runs  were  unearned  -  pitcher  Larry 
Grain  was  in  mid- season  form.     Now,  if  Greg  and  Joe  can 
teach  their  fielders  to  catch  and  throw  the  ball  vje've  got 
something  going.     The  season  starts  in  two  weeks. 

Reminder,  the  team  needs  a  nickname,  and  the  Pig 
needs  a  sports  reporter. 


POSTALS  TO  THE  PIG 

"To  the  Editor: 

Computerization  demands  a  unique  response  from  librarians. 
Comfort  vjas  the  v/atchword  of  humanistic  liberals,  and  not 
intolerance.     In  fact,  accrued  tradition  cannot  improve 
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itself  enough.     Standards  and  warninps  must  not  prevent  some 
solidarity  with  error.     Transposition  is  yet  an  adequate 
fashion. 

Sincerely , 

/s/  Doug  Ohmans 

220  8th  Street,  SE 

Washinpton,  D.C.  20019" 

'*  On  reflection,  you  may  be  right.  Editor. 


"Dear  Sir; 

It  has  recently  come  to  my  attention  that  untrue  and 
unjust  statements  have  appeared  in  your  publication  vjhich 
cast  aspersions  on  my  character. 

Let  me  set  the  record  straight.     First  of  all,  the 
"Original"  does  accept  advertising  from  Massage  Parlors. 
In  fact  we  give  discounts  to  Massage  Parlors  if  a  free 
massage  for  the  Publisher  is  included. 

Second,  it  has  been  suggested  that  a  '^Yes"  vote  on 
Proposition  13  will  be  interpreted  as  a  vote  for  James 
Chaffee  as  City  Librarian.     That  is  a  slander  and  a  canard 
of  the  worst  sort.     In  fact  I  have  instructed  all  of  my 
supporters  (athletic  or  otherv/ise)  for  the  position  of  City 
Librarian,  to  vote  "No"  on  Proposition  13  and  if  it  fails  I 
expect  at  the  very  least  to  become  part  of  a  coalition 
managem.ent . 

In  addition,  to  those  staff  members  who  have  been  over- 
heard refering  to  me  as  "Jimmy  Chapstick"  ,  a  pox  on  you. 

Also,  I  can  no  longer  tolerate  those  persistant  rumors 
that  I  will  be  given  an  honorary  appointment  to  the  SFPL 
Softball  team  and  that  a  nevj  position  will  be  created  for 
me,  to  be  called  "Left-Out". 

I  assume  the  "Pig"  will  print  the  appropriate  retractions 
immediately ! 

Sincerely , 
/s/  Jam.es  Chaffee 
Editor  S  Publisher 
The  Original" 

*  Aspersions?     The  Pig  doesn't  even  cast  a  shadow!  Editor. 


"Editor: 

If  Jarvis/Gann  passes  and  over  5,000  City  employes  are 
laid  off  on  June  30,  would  we  be  able  to  collect  our  contri- 
butions to  the  retirement  system,  or  would  it  be  a  bit  like 
a  run  on  the  banks?     Ditto  for  the  City  Employees  Credit 
Union.     What  about  our  unused  vacation  time? 

/s/  L.S." 
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1.  A  spokesman  for  the  Retirement  System  assures  us  that 
there  would  be  no  problem  in  collecting  all  of  your 
contributions,  plus  interest ...  and  that  would  not  damage 
the  system  for  those  who  still  belong.     However,  they 
doubt  that  everybody  would  want  to  withdraw,  (Basically 
because  you  don't  get  any  of  the  money  the  City  has  con- 
tributed to  your  pension  if  you  just  withdrav;.)     Many  of 
those  laid  off  would  be  able  to  get  an  early  retirement  - 
at  age  50  with  20  years  in  the  retirement  system;  or  at 
age  60  with  at  least  10  years  in  the  system.  Others 
would  leave  their  money  in  the  retirement  system  in  the 
expectation  that  they  will  be  rehired  in  the  future,  or 
so  that  they  can  get  a  reduced  pension  from  the  City 
when  they  retire,  even  if  they  are  never  employed  by  the 
City  again.     There  is  even  an  option  under  which  you 
could  turn  your  contributions  to  the  system,  matched  by 
the  City,  into  an  annuity  program,  but  that's  too  compli- 
cated to  detail  here. 

2.  The  situation  with  the  credit  union  is  not  considered 
threatening.     Not  all  those  laid  off  would  be  members, 
and  not  all  of  those  would  v/ant  to  withdrav;  their  funds 
immediately. 

3.  As  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  determine,  the  City  has 
to  pay  any  laid  off  employee  for  all  unused  vacation 
they  have  earned.     (State  law  apparently.) 

However,  even  if  the  laid  off  workers  rights  and  funds 
are  protected  and  safe,  there  is  no  assurance  that  they  will 
be  handed  a  check  for  everything  they  have  coming  on  Monday, 
July  3.     With  a  mess  this  size  it  could  take  weeks  to  collect 
what  is  rightfully  yours.     To  avoid  these  problems  it  might 
be  wise  to  register  to  vote  and  get  to  the  polls  to  protect 
yourself  on  June  6  -  even  tell  a  friend.     Only  73  days  remain. 

Editor. 


FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  CHILDREN'S  SERVICES 

Fifteen  children  gathered  in  the  Main  Children's  Room 
between  3  and  5  on  the  afternoon  of  March  16  to  decorate 
eggs  and  hang  them  on  the  Easter  Egg  tree.     The  children 
worked  with  great  enthusiasm,  especially  since  they  were 
able  to  make  one  for  the  tree  and  one  to  take  home . 
Ms. ^ Linda  Geistlinger  supervised  the  operations  and 
invites  the  staff  to  stop  in  and  view  their  creation. 

Egg  decorating  programs  were  also  held  in  many  of  the 
children's  rooms  in  the  branches. 

DIAL-A-STORY  (626-6516)  March  27-April  2,  1978. 

Wake  up,  City!  Adapted  from  the  picture  book  by  Alvin 
Tresselt,  told  by  Ms.  Grace  Ruth,  Children's  Librarian. 


SAN  FRANCiSGO  PUBLIC  Uhrmt 
LITtRAlURE  UiiPAKlMENI 
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MARCH  31 3  1978 


PROCLAMATION 

VJHEREAS3  The  Public  Library  is  a  vital  conponent  of  our  free 
society 3  providing  all  of  us  the  opportunity  to  inprove  our  knowledge, 
participate  in  the  fullness  of  our  culture,  and  offering  us  the  means 
of  enjoying  a  richer 3  more  satisfying  and  more  productive  life;  and 

WHEREAS i  No  other  public  institution  has  demonstrated  greater 
dedication  to  the  preservation  of  our  freedoms  and  strengthening  of  our 
deiTDcratic  form  of  government  through  the  testing  of  corrpeting  or 
controversial  ideas,  the  free  dissemination  of  information,  and  the 
promotion  of  greater  understanding. 

NOW.  THEREFORE 3  I,  George  R.  Moscone,  as  Mayor  of  the  City 
and  County  of  San  Francisco,  take  pleasure  in  officially  recognizing 
April  2-83  19783  as  NATIONAL  LIBRARY  WEEK  and  urge  all  the  citizens 
of  San  Francisco  to  visit  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library/ ,  both  during 
this  celebration  and  at  any  time  to  make  use  of  the  materials  that  are 
available,  to  participate  in  the  programs  sponsored  by  the  Public 
Library,  and  to  take  advantage  of  the  services  offered. 


IN  I^JITMESS  WHEREOF,  I 
have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused 
the  official  seal  of  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco  to  be  affixed 
this  sixteenth  day  of  March,  nineteen 
hundred  and  seventy-eight. 


/s/  George  R.  MDScone 
ffeyor 


IT  IS  NATIONAL  LIBRARY  WEEK  AGAIN 


NLW  always  arrives  at  an  appropriate  time  for  SWL.    Our  annual 
budget  request  is  under  consideration  at  City  Hall  and  any  additional 
attention  that  can  be  drawn  to  San  Francisco's  need  for  better  library 
services  can  only  help.    This  year.-,  with  the  specter  of  Jarvis/Gann 
haunting  our  concerns,  it  takes  on  the  aspect  of  the  small  child 
whistling  as  it  saunters  past  the  graveyard. 

A  wide  variety  of  programs  are  planned  for  next  week.  For  a 
listing  see  FREE.  Of  special  interest  will  be  the  lecture  by  William 
Kauftenn  "Reading  between  the  lines  -  what  is  the  business  of  books?" 
at  noon  on  Wednesday,  April  5,  in  the  A. P.  Giannini  Auditorium  at  the 
Bank  of  America  Center,  555  California  Street.  Kaufmann  heads  the  local 
general  publishing  firm  that  bears  his  name  and  is  the  1977  recipient 
of  the  Curtis  G.  Benjamin  Award  for  creative  publishLng, 

Also  of  interest  will  be  the  gala  grand  opening  of  the  Comnunications 
Center,  3150  Sacramento  Street,  Friday,  at  3:00  P.M.    A  number  of  important 
guests  are  expected  to  honor  SFPL's  new  LSCA  funded  project  offering 
services  to  the  deaf,  blind  and  physically  handicapped. 

In  the  meantime  the  Friends  (Mig  Mayer)  have  done  an  outstanding 
job  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  media  to  SFPL.    Both  dailies  have 
already  carried  stories  on  our  budget  request,  and  the  Chronicle  ran  a 
great  editorial  Wednesday  asking  greater  financial  support  for  the 
library.    There  was  also  a  good  story  listing  the  planned  NIM  activities. 
More  stories  are  expected. 


TESTIMONY  TO  THE  VARIETY  OF  OUR  INCLINATIONS 

The  ivfeyor  has  not  been  idle.    Not  only  is  April  2-8  been  proclaimed 
National  Library  Week,  he  has  also  officially  proclaimed  April  1978  as 
VD  AWARENESS  MONTH!    The  central  event  of  that  joyful  celebration  will 
be  the  4th  Annual  VD  Fair  at  Union  Square  at  noon,  Tuesday ^  April  4. 
Mervyn  F.  Silverman,  Director  of  the  Department  of  Public  Health  reports 
that  this  year's  fair  v/ill  include  participation  from,  ''20  health  and 
sex-related  agencies  who  will  have  information  booths  set  up  to  answer 
questions  and  pass  out  free  literature,  posters,  and  condoms."    A  mobile 
"VD  Van"  will  be  on  hand  with  trained  staff  from  the  San  Francisco  City 
Clinic  providing  free  V.D.  tests.    Highlighting  the  activities  will  be 
an  address  by  Dr.  Silverman,  a  performance  by  the  rock  group  "Barry 
Melton  and  the  Fish",  and  an  ice  sculpture  by  Art  Grant.    (As  we  go  to 
press  there  is  no  information  available  about  Grant ' s  ice  sculpture . . . 
but  ponder  the  possibj.lities . )    For  further  information  please  call 
i)95-OGOD! 


INCIDENTAL  INTELLIGENCE 

...The  Library  Commission  will  meet  at  4:00  P.M.,  Tuesday,  April  4,  in 
the  Commissioner's  Room,  Ffein  Library. 

...The  Librarians'  Guild  will  meet  at  6:30  P.M.,  Thursday,  April  6,  in 
the  Commissioner's  Room,  Main  Library. 
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.Do  not  miss  "60  I^tmutes"  Sunday  evening,  April  2.    Tiiey  'Arill  report 
on  the  ALA  controversey  about  "The  Speaker",  Nancy  Kellum-Rose  stars. 

.The  California  Library  Employees  Association  (CLEA)  will  hold  a  Mini 
Conference  on  Saturday,  April  153       Burlingame.    Topics  of  discussion 
will  include  "Staff  Development"  and  "The  Problem  Patron".  For 
information  call  Patrick  Marshment  (573-2071)  or  Darla  Crockett 
(573-2072). 


FANTASY  LAND 

In  a  dream  that  he  dreamt  he  was  dreaming,  James  Reilly  saw  himself 
thrice  removed  -  as  a  box  within  a  box,  within  a  box.    VJithln  the  Lnnermost 
box  James  discovered  the  following  schedule  for  the  adoption  of  a  new 
computer  controlled  circulation  system  at  SFPL.    We  present  it  here  as 
an  intellectual  curiosity.    Everybody  knows  about  the  vagaries  of  events 
scheduled  for  the  first  day  of  April: 

April  1     Contract  signed  and  site  of  computer  decided. 

IVay     1     Electric  work  done  by  City  and  Equipment  Installed  (depends 
on  location  of  minicomputer  and  Public  Works  Department ) . 
(A  profile  for  initial  data  base  of  title  information 
decided  upon;  one  onsite  training  session  completed; 
planning  for  computer  program  options  started). 

ffey    15     System  tested,  conversion  started.    (Start  advertising 
mth  signs  to  have  borrowers  reregister  at  T^ain) . 

Sept,  1     Conversion  of  180,000  volumes,  ^0,000  borrov/er  cards 

coirpleted  (assuming  12  terminals  operating  10  hours  daily, 
converting  300  volumes  a  day  per  terminal  and  200  borrower 
cards  per  day  per  terminal) ;  (6  terminals  convert in  each 
type  of  data)o 

Nov.    1     Online  if  random  sampling  of  books  being  checked  out 
indicate  that  a  high  enou#i  proportion  is  converted. 


FODDER 

A  day-long  workshop  titled  "VJhat  is  this  thing  called  book?"  was 
sponsored  by  the  Bay  Area  Reference  Center  on  March  2^th.    Focused  on 
the  physical  thing  that  is  a  book,  workshop  speakers  included  Roger 
Levenson,  U»C,  Berkeley  lecturer  on  the  history  of  the  book  and  proprietor 
of  Tamalpais  Press;  Frederick  H,  Murphy,  president  of  Holden-Day  Books, 
Donald  Etherington  of  the  Library  of  Congress  Preservation  Office;  Susan 
Spring  Wilson,  a  Fellow  of  the  Designer  Binders.    The  workshop  was 
scheduled  to  coincide  with  the  San  Francisco  Iteeum  of  Modem  Art  exhibit 
"Hand  bookbinding  today:    an  international  art." 

An  introductory  comment  by  BARC  librarian  Bonnie  Jo  Dopp  began  the 
day  with  a  definition  of  teminology  used  in  decribing  books  and  book 
manufacture.    The  destructive  action  of  acid  in  paper  and  the  increasing 
use  by  book  publishers  of  "perfect  binding"  methods  were  mentioned. 
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Roger  Levenson  proved  one  of  the  most  popular  speakers  v/ith  his 
discursive  talk  "Mea  culpa".    Handsomely  made  books,  he  maintained j  need 
not  come  from  fine  presses  nor  in  limited  editions.    Public  libraries 
collecting  "decadent"  books,  those  of  interest  to  collectors  only^  do 
not  serve  the  best  interests  of  the  public  in  his  opinion.    VJell  -made, 
attractive  books  (we  are  reminded  that  beauty  is  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder) 
are  entirely  possible  from  the  trade  press  3  even  when  employing  computerized 
production  techniques. 

Frederick  Murphy  made  several  frank  statements  about  design, 
production,  life  expectancy,  quality  of  materials,  and  pricing  practice 
in  book  manufacture.    Built-in  obsolescence  is  a  fact  of  the  American 
consumer's  life,  no  less  for  books  purchased  than  for  stoves  and  refrigerators. 
Publishers  are  in  business  to  sell  books  (as  well  as  rights  and  pennissions) , 
and  the  less  each  book  costs  to  manufacture,  the  greater  the  profit 
potential.    In  other  words,  expensive  acid  free  paper  and  sewn  bindings  are 
largely  things  of  the  past,    A  question  from  the  audience  concerning 
typographical  errors  in  printing  was  not  strictly  germane  to  the  workshop^ 
but  Mjrphy's  reply  made  clear  his  coirpany's  elaborate  attenpts  to  eliminate 
typo's,  but  some  inevitably  appear.    He  conmented  that  the  average  reading 
ability  of  the  students  purchasing  his  conpany's  textbooks  was  not  very 
high,  making  necessary  short  sentences  of  easily  recognized  words  in  order 
to  sell  titles.    "P^ipoff''  was  the  word  he  used  to  describe  the  difference 
in  prices  between  hardbound  and  paperbound  editions  of  the  same  title. 
The  actual  difference  in  cost  of  manufacture  is  about  two  or  three  dollars. 

Donald  Etherington,  in  addition  to  his  Preser^'ation  Office  duties, 
is  also  a  Fellow  of  the  Designer  Binders;  an  example  of  his  work  is  included 
in  the  exhibit  at  the  S.F.  Museum  of  Modem  Art.    He  reported  on  activities 
at  the  Preservation  Office.    Mention  v/as  made  of  LC's  very  sophisticated 
restoration  techniques  together  xvith  advice  for  small  in-house  operations 
that  might  protect  and  preserve  materials  in  library  collections.  (Clean 
the  stacks.    Shelve  by  size.    Control  heat  and  humidity.    Enclose  delicate 
materials  in  plastic  envelopes.    Put  fragile  books  in  boxes  made  of  acid 
free  board.)    He  advised  pressuring  commercial  binderies  to  higher  standards. 
LC  did  exactly  that,  and  not  all  improvements  resulted  in  additional  cost. 
Strongly  advised  is  stitching  through  the  fold  of  signatures,  not  the 
technique  favored  by  most  coramerical  binders  because  of  the  care  required — 
and  problematical  as  more  and  more  books  are  perfect  bound  without  signatures. 

Sue  Wilson  described  hand  binding  techniques.  Examples  of  bindings 
in  the  steps  of  preparation  were  shown.  A  display  of  finely  bound  books 
was  shown  on  slides  as  preparation  for  viewing  the  exhibit  at  the  r«luseum 
Of  Modem  Art. 

The  workshop  was  adjourned  to  the  museum  where  special  arrangements 
for  entrance  to  the  binding  exhibit  had  been  made.    About  135  persons 
attended  the  workshop.    BARH  vn-ll  p\,ibiiici>  tx-anscrlpt-ixma  of  the  speakers' 
comments  at  a  l^tei*  dat-e. 


Thomas  S.  Fowler 


MAGAZINE  INDEX  DEMONSTRATION 


On  April  13 ^  from  9^00  to  12:00,  Information  Access  Corporation  will 
demonstrate  its  Magazine  Index  at  Eureka  Valley  Branch.    The  Information 
Access  Corporation  staff  will  be  present  to  dem.onstrate  M.I. ,  in  microfilm 
and  on-line  via  DIALOG  as  well  as  to  answer  any  questions  you  might  have 
about  this  new  service  which  is  similar  to  that  provided  by  the  V/ilson 
Indexes  but  more  current  comprehensive,  and  expensive. 

NOTE :    For  Scheduling  purposes ,  lAC  suggests  that  while  the  dem.on- 
stration  vri.ll  be  continuous  most  librarians  can  see  the  equipment  in 
operation^  look  at  Indexes  and  ask  their  questions  in  from  30  to  45  minutes. 
It  is  unfortunate  but  unavoidable  that  this  demonstration  had  to  be 
scheduled  on  the  same  day  as  the  annual  ACL  meeting »    The  demonstration 
is  being  held  at  a  branch  because  neither  the  Lurie  Room  nor  the  Commission 
Room  have  a  telephone  wMch  is  necessary  for  the  on-line  demonstration,  not 
because  we  anticipate  the  Index  being  of  primary  interest  as  a  service  for 
branch  libraries. 


REPORTS  FROM  THE  EDUCATIONAL  OPPORTUInIITIES  COM-HTIEE 

Karey  Wehner's  four-page  report  on  the  "Comri.unications  Skills  for 
Women  Managers"  workshop  is  being  circulated  to  all  who  are  interested  ~ 
gender  not  considered.    Call  Ann  Williams  (752-1240)  to  get  on  the  routing 
list. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  Ruth  Maginnis: 

The  Assertiveness  Training  Class  sponsored  by  Community  Training  and 
Development  on  March  6^  1978  was  apparently  designed  for  people  in  public 
service  and  non-profit  organizations.    Most  of  the  people  pa2rticipating 
were  San  Francisco  City  and  County  employees  and  expressed  interest  in 
development  of  assertiveness  with  supervisors,  in  groups,  and  with  the 
public , 

A  one-day  session  of  this  kind  cannot  give  one  all  the  techniques 
and  practice  necessary  to  make  iranediate  changes  in  behavior,  but  f 
personally  found  some  of  the  methods  taught  to  be  useful.    The  class  leader, 
Ms,  Burley-Allen,  taught  some  basic  communications  techniques  similar  to 
those  in  the  SFPL's  current  Interpersonal  Coujmunications  class,  as  well 
as  preparation  for  anticipated  difficult  situations  (such  as  proposing 
procedural  changes,  denying  privilages  formerly  allowed  to  an  aggressive 
patron,  modifying  a  co-worker's  unacceptable  but  formerly  ignored 
behavior)  arid  analysis  of  one's  strengths  and  weaknesses  to  encourage 
taking  advantage  of  the  strong  areas  in  problem  situations.    I  would 
recommend  such  a  class  to  those  who  feel  need  for  encouragement  and  support 
in  difficult  situations ^  TDut  would  think  that  anyone  who  would  need  much 
modification  of  their  present  behavior  should  take  a  much  longer-term 
(four  sessions  or  more)  class,  involving  more  role-playing. 


FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  CHILDREN'S  SERVICES 

DIAL-A-STORY  (626-6516)  April  3-9,  1978  -  Gilberto  and  the  Wind  by 
Marie  Hall  Ets,  told  by  Ms.  Linda  Geistlinger,  Children's  Librarian. 
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SOFIBALL  'TEAM  HAS  BALL 


A  new  era  has  arrived  for  the  SPPL  softball  team.  Former  teani  o\vner, 
George  "Charley  0"  Cerasij  has  donated  an  "official"'  softball.  V/e  expect 
that  this  will  lead  to  a  greatly  improved  level  of  play  by  our  lads. 


SCORSKEEPER  TO  MATCH  THE  BALL  IS  SOUGHT 

Now  that  our  boys  have  an  "official  softball ^  they  still  need  an 
"official"  scorekeeper.    Their  games  will  be  played  Friday  evenings. 
Neatness  counts.    Ihe  Friends  who  are  sponsoring  the  team  this  year 
have  promised  to  provide  an  "official"  pencil,  and  an  ''official''  scorebook. 
Contact  Joe  or  Greg. 


TEAM  TAKES  A  NAME 

SFPL's  official  softball  team  has  adopted  a  name.  Henceforth  they 
will  be  officially  known  as  the  -'Bookland  Dodgers"  ^ 


FIRST  GAME  SCHEDULED 

The  SFPL  Bookland  Dodgers  will  face  the  Jury  Room  Misfits  in  a  titanic 
struggle  of  softball  talent  this  coming  Friday  eveMng  at  Jackson  Park, 
17th  and  Carolina  Streets.    Kick-off  is  at  7:^0  P.ri«    Be  there  to  cheer  our 
heros  on  to  victory. 
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LIBRARY  COMIESSION 

The  Cornmission  met  Tuesday  afternoon  in  the  Commission  Room.  We 
believe  that  the  following  news  came  out  of  that  meetings 

. . .  Civil  Ser^/ice  is  expected  to  issue  an  announcement  of  an  examination 
for  the  position  of  Coordinator  of  Children's  Services  by  April  15- 

...The  administration  and  the  Guild  have  begun  discussion  of  proposed 
changes  in  the  MOU. 

...Book  selection  policy  statements  for  both  Adult  and  Children's 
materials  have  been  drafted  and  are  now  being  circulated  for  staff 
coirment.    When  completed  these  documents  will  be  submitted  to  the 
Commission  for  adoption. 

. .  .The  Commission  adopted  a  "Policy  on  Cooperation  v/ith  other  City 
Departments  and  Agencies"'.    (Text  below) 

, .  .Mr.  Prantz  has  prepared  a  draft  outline  of  a  [blaster  Plan  which  the 
Planning  Committee  has  under  consideration. 

...The  Personnel  Cominittee  is  considering  the  Guild  request  for  office 
space  in  the  Main  Library  and  has  instructed  the  City  Librarian  to 
prepare  a  policy  statement  on  the  use  of  library  space  by  un/non/ 
quasi  and  semi-official  groups.    The  conmlttee  rejected  a  request 
that  the  Commission  seek  recognition  of  Election  Day  as  a  legal 
holiday  for  City  enployees. 

...The  Conmisslon  adopted  a  resolution  in  opposition  to  the  Jarvls/Gann 
initiative  which  had  been  prepared  and  submitted  by  Keep  Libraries 
Alive.    See  following  story  for  more  about  J/G. 

...The  Commission  received  a  letter  praising  the  staff  and  services  of 
the  Ingleslde  Branchy  and  expressing  hope  that  the  facility  will  be 
maintained  and  inproved. 


...From  the  audience  Mrs.  Abrains  reported  that  the  staff  at  Park  Branch 
has  been  doing  an  outstandinp^  job  and  deserves  cornmendation. 

...James  Chaffee  arrived  at  the  meeting  33  minutes  tardy. 

...The  next  meeting  of  the  Commission  will  be  at  7:30  pm,  Tuesday,  May 
2 J  at  Golden  Gate  Valley  Branch. 

...The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  5:50  pm. 

ONE  NOTE  SAMBA 

The  Jarvis/Gann  initiative  continues  to  be  the  subject  of  serious 
concern 3  at  the  Library  Commission  meeting^  at  City  Hall,  and  throughout 
the  state. 

At  the  Commission  irieetijng  Mrs.  Billie  Pearl-Schuler ,  President  of 
Keep  Libraries  Alive  reported  on  the  formation  of  a  state-wide  coalition 
to  fight  J/G.  Business,  labor,  and  civic  organizations  are  represented: 
Bank  of  Americas  Southern  California  Edison,  the  League  of  Women  Voters, 
education  and  public  employee  organizations,  and  KLA.  They  are  seeking 
a  campaign  budget  of  $1.5  to  $2  million.  The  resolution  opposing  J/G 
adopted  by  the  Commission  Tuesday  will  be  forwarded  to  this  group. 

r«feanwhile  the  local  scene  is  suffering  from  an  escalation  in 
scenario  writing. 

Early  in  March  the  Supervisors'  Budget  Analyst  reported  that  if 
J/G  passes  the  City  will  face  a  reduction  in  revenue  of  $123  million 
next  year  and  projected  a  scenario  with  the  Library  being  trimmed  back 
to  approximately  $1.3  million  in  1978-79.    That  was  based  on  a  Charter 
provision  that  the  library  must  receive  a  budget  equal  to      per  $100 
of  assessed  valuation. 

Last  week  City  Librarian  Frantz  attended  a  meeting  in  the  Mayor's 
office  and  a  different  scenario  was  discussed. 

The  Supervisors'  Budget  Analyst  report  did  not  consider  the  effect 
of  J/G  on  the  School  District  or  Corrmunlty  College  District.    If  those 
are  included,  the  City  is  facing  a  reduction  in  revenue  of  $2^1  million, 
not  the  $123  originally  discussed. 

The  I^yor  stated  that  if  J/G  is  passed,  and  the  City  fails  to  obtain 
other  sources  of  revenue  before  July  1^  he  'aIII  use  the  resources  of  the 
City  to  fund  five  priorities: 

1.  Protection  of  life  and  safety. 

2.  Public  Transportation. 

3.  Medical  care  for  the  indigent. 

4.  Protection  of  public  properties. 

5.  Administrative  costs  and  services 
relating  to  the  above. 

(In  addition,  it  is  obvious  that  the  public  schools  xvould  not  be 
eliminated,  but  their  budget??  are  beyond  the  control  of  the  I^yor  and 
Board  of  Supervisors.) 
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The  Mayor  went  on  to  declare  that  City  departments  not  covered  in 
his  list  of  priorities  would  be  considered  "unaffordahle  luxuries". 
Where  such  "luxuries  '  are  mandated  by  the  Charter ^  Moscone  stated  that 
he  will  declare  a  "State  of  Emergency"  and  "suspend"  such  sections  of 
the  Charter. 

So,  chums 3  it  would  appear  that  if  Proposition  13  is  passed  on  June 
6a  (60  days  from  today )3  and  if  the  City  does  not  find  the  secret  of 
turning  lead  into  gold  by  June  30 -..good  old  SFPL  will  thereupon  be 
transmutated  into  an  "unaffordable  luxury''.    Just  think:    no  more  National 
Library  Week  celebrations ^  no  more  Commission  meetings,  no  more  Dial-A- 
Story^  no  more  Pseudepigrapha ,  no  more  pay  checks j  sob! 

Several  staff  members  have  tried  to  obtain  copies  of  SFPL  seniority 
lists,  apparently  in  an  effort  to  predict  v:ho  will  be  laid  off  if  J/G 
passes.    However,  the  current  seniority  lists  may  or  may  not  be  oa  any 
assistance.    Ihe  Civil  Service  Commission  is  currently  reviewing  the 
"lay  off"  rules.    We'll  all  have  to  wait  until  the  ground  rules  are 
established  before  we  escalate  the  panic  level.    There  are,  after  all, 
better  ways  to  use  your  time  and  energy  before  June  6. 

The  editor  of  this  modest  journal  of  proto-ultimate  truths  is 
sensitive  to  recent  criticism  that  he  is  a  nattering  nabob  of  negativism. 
To  that  we  say,  "Pfui."    We  are  convinced  that  if  the  election  were  held 
today  Proposition  13  would  pass.    We  are  also  convinced  that  the 
projections  of  possible  results  we  have  published  are  responsible,  and 
not  simply  scare  tactics.    Too  many  otherwise  rational  people  still 
insist  that  they  will  vote  for  J/G  just  to  teach  somebody  a  lesson. 

However,  powerful  and  responsible  forces  in  this  state  are  beginning 
to  understand  the  danger  local  governments  face.  The  question  is  simple. 
Can  they  do  the  massive  education  job  that  is  necessary  in  60  days? 

TIDBITS 

...The  Mayor's  proposed  1978-79  budget  will  appear  in  the  San  Francisco 
Examiner  sometime  during  the  week  of  April  16.    Branches  will  want  to 

.     keep  a  copy  for  reference,  but  the  Documents  Department  would 

appreciate  any  extra  copies  you  might  have.    Send  them  to  Maggie  Walsh. 

...Non-professional  staff  members  are  invited  to  a  meeting  at  6:30  pm, 
Thursday,  April  13,  in  the  Commission  Room.  Proposals  for  the  P'DU, 
and  the  dread  Jarvls/Gann  will  be  discussed. 

. . .The  Annual  SCOWAH  exhibit  is  now  on  view  on  the  Third  floor  at  the 
Main  Library.    Also,  Supplement  #1  to  the  SCOWAH  catalog  is  now 
available  after  several  years  in  preparation.    Any  branch  or  department 
wishing  a  copy  should  contact  Special  Collections. 

...Congratulations  to  Reggis  Brown,  part-tiine  page  at  the  Comnuni  cat  ions 
Center.    He  and  Sati  Jainal  have  received  a  grant  from  the  American  Film 
Institute  of  $9,811  to  make  a  30  minute,  color  dramatic  film,  ''The 
Homecoming" . 
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...The  strange  bird  told  us  that  Florence  Kdtchell  (The  Eugene  V.  Debs 
of  the  Librarians'  Guild)  will  run  for  President  of  Local  400. 

...SPPL's  telephone  bill  has  soared  by  50%  in  the  past  6  months.  Rich 
Walsh  reports.    Partial  cause:    too  many  staff  meiribers  makLng  personal 
calls.    This  is  a  situation  up  with  which  we  cannot  put.    Rich  is 
threatening  to  off-choppen  der  dialin  fingers.    Seriously,  your 
cooperation  is  inportant.    There  is  no  way  that  a  staff  member  can 
reimburse  the  library  for  such  calls. 

LA  POLICE  VITA 

Do  you  have  any  plans  for  Sunday  April  16?    If  not,  do  yourself  a 
favor.    Take  the  family,  or  go  with  some  friends  to  Johnson's  Alexander 
Valley  Winery,  located,  naturally,  in  the  Alexander  Valley  in  Sonoma 
County.    You  can  picnic  among  the  vines  or  in  the  orchard,  taste  and 
drink  wine,  and  best  of  all  listen  to  an  organ  concert  of  light  music 
on  the  theater  pipe  organ  which  is  built  into  and  throughout  the  v/inery. 
Needless  to  say  this  is  rather  an  unusual  feature  for  a  winery,  but  a 
most  successful  and  enjoyable  one. 

The  Johnson  family,  all  of  whom  are  involved  mth  the  ranch  and  the 
winery,  own  about  110  acres  in  the  Alexander  Valley,  growing  prunes, 
pears  and  wine  grapes.    Their  grapes  are  of  such  high  quality  that  in  1975, 
they  finally  decided  to  use  part  of  their  grape  crop  to  produce  their 
own  wines.    They  were  immediately  successful,  winning  various  awards 
for  their  first  releases.    They  are  charming,  hospitable  people  vdio  sson 
hit  upon  the  idea  of  having  an  "open  house''  once  a  month  durLng  the 
good-weather  season.    Various  Bay  Area  organists  entertain  the  guests 
during  these  events  and  you  can  taste  their  whole  range  of  wines.  It 
is  all  very  informal  and  lots  of  fun,  particularly  for  the  kids,  big 
and  small,  who  love  to  watch  the  various  parts  of  the  organ  in  action. 

Their  wines  are  good,  sound,  easy-to-like,  ranging  in  price  from 
$3  to  $4.50.    They  produce  three  different  wines  mde  of  Pinot  Noir,  to 
wit:    a  Pinor  Noir  "white",  a  Pinot  Noir  rose  and  a  regular  Pinot  Noir. 
They  also  have  a  quite  lovely  Chenin  Blanc,  and  an,  as-yet-not-released, 
Johannlsberg  Riesling. 

In  1976,  because  of  the  drought ,  their  pears  did  not  attain  coimercial 
quality.    So  what  to  do  with  the  crop?    After  people  had  been  allov;ed  to 
pick  pears  for  themselves  for  a  pittance,  they  decided  to  try  to  make  a 
pear  wine.    It  was  an  immediate  success,  which  was  repeated  in  1977' 
Their  1977  Pear  wine  is  now  available  and  is  absolutely  charming.    Off -dry 
with  a  nice  "pear  nose"  and  flavor,  it  is  totally  different  from  the 
usual,  rather  sweet  and  cloying  fruit  vmies  on  the  market.    This  unique 
wine  can  certainly  acconpany  any  picnic,  luncheon  or  light  meal.  If 
the  sun  is  shining  on  April  l6,  by  all  means  go!    You  most  certainly 
will  have  a  rollicking  good  time. 

The  address  is  Johnson's  Alexander  Valley  l/ines,  8333  State  Highway 
128,  HealdPburg.    Vor  nioi-o  Infnrroat j on .,  just-  give  me  a  call  in  the  Catalog 
Depai-tmeilt . 

Hella  Rains 
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POLICY  ON  COOPERATION  WITH  01HER  CITY  DEPARTMElfrS  AIvfD  AGEI^CIES 


The  following  policy  was  adopted  by  the  Commission  on  April  4,  1978. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  San  Rrancisco  Public  Library  to  cooperate 
with  other  City  Departments  to  as  great  a  degree  possible  without 
infringing  on  its  mandated  library  services. 

This  cooperation  often  takes  the  form  of  providing  space  in  the  Main 
and  neighborhood  libraries  for  short  term  activities  of  special  interest 
to  the  people  of  San  Francisco.    Exairples  of  such  activities  have  been 
voter  registration  and  the  sale  of  preferred  parking  permits. 

Special  staffing  pertaining  to  the  activity  is  considered  the 
responsibility  of  the  requesting  Department  or  Agency  and  the  Library 
reserves  the  right  to  require  a  separate  telephone  installation  for  these 
special  activities.    Public  information  on  the  activity  is  also  the 
responsibility  of  the  requesting  Department  or  Agency. 

Requests  for  cooperation  are  evaluated  by  the  City  Librarian  in 
consultation  with  staff  on  an  individual  basis  to  analyze  merits  as  well 
as  predictable  negative  inpact  on  library  staff  due  to  disruption  of 
service  or  conflicts  in  hours  in  which  the  service  is  to  be  rendered. 

Requests  must  be  received  by  the  City  Librarian  no  later  then  thirty 
days  prior  to  the  scheduled  beginning  of  the  requested  activities  and 
the  duration  of  the  activities  may  not  exceed  eight  weeks.  Renewal 
requests  are  subject  to  the  same  requirements  as  an  initial  request. 
The  City  Librarian  may  accomodate  eriBrgency  requests  at  his  discretion. 

Long  term  requests  of  lesser  urgency  which  require  minimal  staff 
participation  and  space  needs  will  be  subject  to  the  same  scrutiny  and 
the  same  criterion  will  be  used  in  evaluating  the  individual  request.  An 
example  of  a  long  term  request  is  the  sale  of  Mjni  Senior  Citizens  passes 
in  several  neighborhoods  where  this  is  considered  a  desireable  extension 
of  service. 

Distribution  of  materials  for  other  agencies  is  governed  by  the 
Library's  policy  on  posting  and  distribution  of  materials. 


FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  CHILDREN'S  SERVICES 

On  Wednesday,  April  12,  at  7:00  pm,  the  program  Rainy  Days  on  Cable 
Channel  25  will  show  the  film  "Why  Spider  Lives  in  Ceilings,"  made  by 
the  children  of  Ocean  View  Branch,    Ms,  Joan  Jackson,  Children's  Librarian 
Henry  Sanz,  director  of  the  film  and  three  of  the  children  will  appear 
on  the  program. 

DIAIr-A-STORY    (626-6516)  April  9-153  1978 

VJhere  the  Wild  Things  Are  by  P/Iaurice  Sendak,  told  by  Ms,  Linda  Geistlinger 
Chi.ldi-en's  Librarian. 
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SOFTBALL  TONIGHT 


The  Bookland  Dodgers  face  the  Jury  Room  Msflts  tonight  at  7:'*0  pm 
at  Jackson  Park^  17th  and  Carlolna  Streets.    A  moral  victory  will  not 
be  good  enough.    Be  there  to  cheer  our  heros. 

POWER  OF  THE  PRESS 

We  hope  that  everyone  saw  the  first  edition  of  the  Examiner  V/ednesday 
. . . the  one  that  ran  pictures  of  the  grand  staircase  and  rotunda  in  City 
Hall  and  identified  them  as  being  located  at  SFPL.    We  understand  that 
there  is  a  sercet  plan  afoot  to  trade  buildings.    The  Library  moving  to 
City  Hall  and  vice  versa.    V/ouldn't  it  be  great  to  use  the  Supervisors' 
chambers  for  a  children's  room???    Howevers  we've  been  unable  to  confirm 
the  rumor.    We  did  contact  Mr,  Prantz  but  all  he  would  offer  was,  "No 
comment." 
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LIBRARY  REM*  ASUNDER  BY  "PLINTHGATE"  SCANDAL 

The  calm  serenity  of  the  San  Krancisco  Public  Library  was  destroyed 
this  week  as  that  benighted  institution  became  the  center  of  a  civic 
cacophony  of  charges  and  counter-charges  of  fraud  and  misappropriation 
of  public  funds. 

The  scandal  began  early  in  the  week  v/hen  ah  as-yet  unknown  informant 
pointed  out  to  Mayor  Moscone  that  two  unoccupied  plinths  sit  in  front  of 
SFPLj  in  plain  public  view.    This  circumstance  began  to  arrouse  suspicion 
when  it  was  pointed  out  that  architectural  renderings  of  the  building 
(on  view  in  the  Commission  room)  clearly  show  that  the  plinths  should 
have  lion  statues  upon  them. 

The  grim  faced  Mayor ,  with  Police  Chief  Gain  intow,  made  an 
immediate  personal  inspection  and  determined  that  the  basic  facts  of 
the  allegations  are  correct.    At  a  hurriedly  called  press  conference 
Moscone  called  for  the  appointment  of  a  special  Grand  Jury  to  investigate 
the  scandal.    He  pointed  out  that  only  a  grand  jmy ^  free  of  political 
taint,  would  have  the  independence  to  assure  the  taxpayers  that  every 
effort  was  being  made  to  solve  the  mystery  of  the  unoccupied  plinths. 

"The  taxpayers  of  San  Francisco  have  a  right  to  know  who  stole 
the  Library's  lions,"  Moscone  fearlessly  declared.    "If  however  the 
Grand  Jury  determines  that  the  lions  were  never  installed,  then  it 
appears  that  the  architect  and  contractor,  who  conpleted  the  library  in 
1917,  have  perpetrated  a  fraud  on  the  people  of  the  City  and  County  of 
San  Francisco.    And,  if  that  is  determined  to  be  the  fact,  I  v/ant  to 
know  why  the  Library  Commission  accepted  the  building  v/nich  clearly  has 
no  lions  on  its  plinths.    This  sounds  very  much  like  a  conspiracy,"  the 
Mayor  concluded,  darkly. 

At  ^:30  am  the  following  morning  Supervisor  Quentin  Kopp,  still  in 
his  pajamas,  appeared  on  live  TV  to  denounce  the  Mayor.    "If  the  Mayor 
would  take  the  trouble  to  read  the  Charter,"  Kopp  began,  ''he'd  soon 


realize  that  the  external  decoration  of  public  buildings  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Art  Conmission. "    Kopp  went  on  to  announce  that  he  would  instruct 
the  Supervisor's  Budget  Analyst,  Harvey  Rose,  to  conduct  an  immediate,  let- 
the-chips-fall-v/here-they-mays  investigation  of  the  Art  Commission.  "The 
Mayor  has  failed  to  grasp  the  full  implications  of  this,  the  third  scandal 
to  soil  his  administration  in  the  past  month.    Doesn't  he  realize  that 
the  taxpayers  have  lost  millions  of  dollars  in  revenues  that  could  have 
come  from  the  sale  of  postcards  if  lions  had  been  properly  located  on  the 
library's  plinths,"  Kopp  asked,  perhaps  rhetorically?    He  later  estimated 
that  the  plinth  scandal  was  costing  the  taxpayers  at  least  ^7<^  on  the  ad 
valorem  tax  rate. 

Meanwhile,  City  Librarian  John  C.  Frantz  has  been  unavailable  for 
comment.    His  office  reports  that  he  is  "out-of-town".    Acting  on  a  tip, 
this  reporter  contacted  famed  mouthpiece  Edward  Bennett  V/illiams  in 
VJashington  D,Cc.    When  asked  if  he  would  represent  the  City  Librarian, 
Bennett  replied ^  "John  C.  who?" 

Forever  loath  to  ignore  a  controversy,  the  library  staff  is  engaged 
in  a  raging  debate.    There  is  apparently  wide-spread  belief  that  lions 
would  be  inappropriate  for  the  library's  plinths.    Some  see  lions  as  a 
symbol  of  urban  decay,  others  as  a  symbol  of  a  decadent  eastern  establishment, 
and  others  as  an  explortation  of  endangered  species.    On  learning  of  the 
opposition  to  placement  of  lions  on  the  librarj''s  plinths  Dr.  Ke^rin  0. 
Starr  wrote  as  inpassloned  defence  of  the  lion  as  the  priiiial  symbol  of 
Gaelic  mythology.    This  was  the  first  time  that  Dr.  Starr  had  written  a 
cloumn  entirely  in  Gaelic,  but  nobody  noticed.    There  was  some  sentiment 
to  install  a  Phoenix  atop  each  plinth,  warmed  by  a  perpetual  fire,  but 
this  was  abandoned  when  President  Carter  threatened  to  reduce  petroleum 
imports  by  executive  order » 

Apparently  the  most  popular  suggestion  for  the  plinths  is  a  matching 
set  of  Maltese  Falcons,  as  the  perfect  symbol  of  literary  San  Francisco. 
A  cash  donation  of  17cf;  and  a  pledge  of  a  quarter  have  already  been 
received  toward  commissioning  an  artist  to  sculpt  these. 


WINNERS  OF  THE  1978  NATIONAL  BOOK  AWARDS 

History:    David  McCullough  for  THE  FkHi  BETWEEfg  THE  SEAS. 

Fiction:    Mary  Lee  Settle  for  BLOOK  TIE. 

Biography:    W,  Jackson  Bate  for  SAMUEL  JOHNSON. 

Children's  Literature"    Judith  and  Herbert  Kohl  for  THE  VIE--/  PROM  THE  OAK. 

Translation:    Richard  and  Clara  Winston  for  U'^e  George's  m  THE  DESERTS 
OF  THIS  EARTH. 

Conterrporary  Thought:    Gloria  Em.erson  for  ^a/INNERS  AND  LOSERS, 
Poetry:    Hov/ard  Nemerov  for  COILECTED  POEMS. 


-  2  - 


PROCEEDINGS  FROM  A  HEAT  OPPRESSED  BRAIN 


c.=  Posters  advertising  the  Friends'  l4th  Annual  Book  Sale  (rfey  5-8)  will 
be  ready  in  the  next  few  days.    Could  you  get  one  posted  in  the 
corner  grocery?    They  will  appreciate  any  assistance  you  can  give  in 
getting  these  distributed.    Call  Mig  Mayer:  3770. 

...Leslie  Eldridge  is  compiling  a  list  of  Bay  Area  restaurants  that  are 
accessible  to  people  in  wheelchairs.    If  anyone  has  suggestions, 
please  contact  her  at  503^.    She  needs  to  knov;  name,  location,  price 
range 3  type  of  food,  parking,  and  whether  the  ser\dce  was  good.  (Do 
they  grudgingly  serve  wheelchair  people,  or  are  they  friendly??) 

...The  Bay  Area  Reference  Librarians  Association  will  meet  on  Wednesday, 
May  3s  at  Spenger's  in  Berkeley.    The  program  will  feature  Charles 
T.  Tart,  Professor  of  Psychology  at  UC  Davis,  on  ESP  and  Parapsychology. 
For  information,  or  reservation  forms,  contact  Carol  Zajchoski  in 
BARC:  2941. 

...General  Reference  has  one  copy  of  Vol.  II  (1965-1968)  of  Ref.  320.973.C76c 
—  CONGRESS  AND  THE  NATION       for  any  branch  needing  it  to  fill  out  a 
set.    Contact  Bob  Hawkins:  3193- 

Karen  Scannell  left  this  morning  for  Boston  where  she  will  represent 
SPPL  in  the  Boston  Marathon  Monday.    On  TV  you  should  look  for  the 
green  T-shirt  and  black  shorts,  always  about  twenty  yards  ahead  of 
Frank  Shorter. 

...The  eighth  issue  of  BAY  AREA  SOMINGS,  the  Communications  Center's 
cassette  magazine,  is  currently  being  edited  by  Richard  Bullock. 
Circulation  has  increased  to  250  reader/listeners.  Contributing 
their  mellifluous  voices  are  staff  members  Casey  Augustino,  Michael 
Martin,  Stephanie  Row,  Tom  Fowler,  and  Ruth  Thompson. 

...The  French  American  Bi-Lingual  School's  8th  annual  wine  testing  ;^dll 
be  Friday,  April  28,    There  will  be  tasting  of  wanes  from  over  twenty 
wineries,  food,  music,  entertainment,  and  a  vintage  wine  auction. 
Tickets  ($10),  and  information  available  from  Kay  Roberts,  V/est  Portal 
Branch,  566-4584. 

...The  Bookland  Dodgers  got  creamed  last  Friday  by  the  Jury  Room  Msfits, 
14  to  10.    Actually  they  were  trailing  by  12  runs  after  five  innings 
and  then  exploded  for  3  runs  in  the  sixth.    Charles  Stevenson  looked 
good  with  a  couple  key  hits  in  the  rally  and  a  couple  of  good 
fielding  plays  at  third.    Our  boys  were  hampered  vihen  a  couple  of 
regulars  failed  to  show  up  for  the  game.    Our  farm  team,  the 
''Hawaiians"  also  got  slaughtered,  11  to  7,  by  Rec  II. 

Tonight,  Friday,  April  l4,  the  Dodgers  mil  have  a  chance  to  redeem 
themselves  in  a  game  against  the  "Turkeys"',    The  game  will  start  at 
9:05  pm,  at  Rolph  Park        Army  and  Potrero  Streets.    Imager  Joe 
Phillips  urges  all  players  to  be  on  hand  at  least  a  half  hour  before 
game  time.    (He  also  said  somethLng  about  gobblin-g  up  the  Turkeys, 
but  we ' 11  spare  you  that , ) 
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FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  CHILDREN'S  SERVICES 


Many  of  the  Children's  Librarians  will  be  attending  the  1978  Institute 
of  the  Association  of  Children's  Librarians  held  on  Thursday ^  April  13th 
at  His  Lordships  In  Berkeley.  The  topic  "Sexuality  In  Children's  Fiction," 
will  be  dlcussed  by  Judy  Blume,  author  of  Are  You  There,  God?    Its  Me, 
Margaret ;  Norma  Klein ^  author  of  Mom,  the  Wolf  Man  and  Me;  Richard  Peck, 
author  of  Are  You  In  the  House  Alone;  Dr.  Robert  Alloto,  Superintendent 
of  San  Francisco  Schools ^  and  Reglna  Mlnudrl,  Director ^  Berkeley  Public 
Library. 

DIAL-A-STORY  (626-6516)  continues  twenty-four  hours  a  day  with  a  children's 
story. 


AND  IN  THIS  mm  I  HAVE  A  RABBIT 

Lets  pretend:    you  have  an  adjusted  gross  annual  Income  of  $25,000 
and  own  a  home  that  v/as  appraised  by  the  assessor  In  1975  as  being  worth 
$52,000.    Using  the  formula  that  has  been  widely  published,  you  figure 
that  If  Jarvls/Gann  passes  it  will  save  you  about  $7^5  a  year.  WRONG! 

Your  property  tax  will  be  reduced  by  $7^5,  BUT,  that  will  also 
reduce  the  amount  you  can  deduct  on  both  your  federal  and  state  Income 
tax  returns,. .so  you'll  pay  $210  more  to  the  feds,  and  $45  more  to  the 
state.    New  savings  under  J/G  would  be  only  $490. 

It  is  estimated  that  if  J/G  passes  the  feds  will  collect  over  $2 
BILLION  more  in  incane  taxes  from  Calif omians  than  they  do  now.  Also, 
California  would  receive  less  from  the  feds  in  revenue  sharing  ~  saving 
them  another  $67  million. 

Everybody  knows,  or  should  by  now,  that  passage  of  J/G  will  provide 
NO  benefits  to  renters,  but  did  you  realize  that  if  you  bought  a  home 
since  1975  you  probably  will  get  very  little,  if  any,  savings  from  J/G? 
That  is  because  J/G  allows  properties  to  be  reassessed  whenever  they 
change  hands.    Thus  propei*ties  that  haven't  or  don't  change  hands  will 
always  be  assessed  at  the  1975  level.    But,  any  property  that  changes 
hands  will  be  reassessed,  and  you  can  bet  they  will  really  get  whacked 
as  local  governments  struggle  to  regain  the  revenues  lost  to  J/G. 

Just  thought  you'd  like  to  know. 
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VOLUME  15  -  NUMBER  l6  APRIL  21,  1978 


THE  BUDGET 

(Warning:    the  figures  in  the  following  story  have  been 
rounded-off s  are  approximations,  may  prove  to  be  totally 
false,  and  are  subject  to  change  without  warning.) 

Mayor  Mbscone  has  reconmended  that  the  Library  receive  a  budget  of 
$7 s 596, 033  next  year,  an  increase  of  8.7^  over  the  current  figure. 

However,  and  there  is  always  a  "however",  most  of  the  increase  will 
go  to  pay  increased  staff  salaries  and  to  cover  inflation-caused  increases 
in  the  cost  of  goodsr andoservlces  purchased. 

Items  allowed  by  the  Mayor  include: 

...An  increase  in  the  Book  Budget  of  $150,000, 

...An  increase  in  the  McNaughton  service  of  $20,000, 

...An  increase  in  the  Page  Hours  budget  of  $65,000. 

...Installation  of  a  book-theft  detector  at  the  Main  Library, 
at  $33,000. 

...One  new  position,  a  Principal  Accountant. 

...Mnor  improvements  for  Bernal..  Ocean  View,  Parks ide,  Richmond, 
Sunset ,  and  Visitaclnr^  Valley  Branches . 

...Some  equipment:    microform  readers  and  reader-printers. 

The  Mayor  did  not  allow  funds  for  six  day  service  at  the  branches, 
Sunday  service  at  Main,  extension  of  the  automated  circulation  system, 
an  Assistant  City  Librarian,  a  full-time  children's  librarian  at  the 
Coimiuni  cat  ions  Center,  an  automatic  elevator  at  IfeLn,  nor  any  funds  for 
the  planned  celebration  of  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  Library  next 
SDrine:. 


The  budget  request  has  now  been  surrendered  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  Harvey  Rose  and  the  Finance  Conirilttee  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
In  facta  they  may  well  have  acted  before  you  receive  this  -  they  ar^ 
scheduled  to  hear  the  Library's  request  at  2:00  pm,  Thursday,  April  20. 
With  the  exception  of  "capital"  Items,  the  Supervisors  can  not  Increase 
the  amounts  approved  by  the  Mayor.    (They  tatIII  be  asked  to  reinstate 
funds  for  the  elevator  at  Main  Library  and  incre^e  the  book  budget  - 
which  ai'-e  capital  items )» 

We'll  report  on  the  Finance  Committee's  action  next  week. 


STAF^  f-(EE1TNG 

All  staff  members  are  invited  to  a  meeting  to  discuss  the  campaign 
against  the  Jarvis/Gann  initiative  which  is  being  sponsored  by  KLA  and 
the  Librarians'  Guild.    The  meeting  will  be  held  at  8:00  am,  Friday, 
April  28  J  in  the  Lurie  Room.    Ihose  who  are  scheduled  to  work  at  that 
time  will  be  responsible  for  making  up  the  time. 


CALXI-DRNIA  LIBRARY  SERVICES  BOARD 

Governor  Brovjn  has  announced  seven  of  his  nine  appointments  to  the 
California  Library  Services  Board,    They  are: 

...Dr.  Pay  M.  Blake  of  the  Library  School,  Berkeley,  representing 
academic  libraries, 

.,,]VIs.  Beverly  Braun,  District  Librarian  for  the  Monterey  Unified 
School  District,  representing  school  libraries, 

...Mrs.  Christa  Buswell,  Chief  of  Library  Service,  U.S.  Veterans 
Administration  v/adsworth  Hospital  Center,  West  Los  Angeles, 
representing  institutional  libraries, 

.O.Mrs.  IVferilyn  McGuire  Snider,  Member,  Oakland  Library  Advisory 
Commission,  representing  library  commissioners, 

o.,Ms.  Cecily  Surace,  Library  Manager,  Rand  Corporation,  Santa 
Monica,  representing  special  libraries. 

...Ms,  Margaret  Ann  Trivison,  Regional  Library  Coordinator,  San 
Diego  County  Library,  representing  public  libraries, 

..,^^r.  Ronald  Tuculet,  teacher-librarian  at  the  Tehachapi 
Correctional  Institute,  representing  the  handicapped. 

Previously  the  State  Senate  had  appointed  Dr.  Wallace  W,  Hall  of 
Belvedere,  and  T^r,  Hubert  Lathan  of  Chula  Vista.    The  State  Assembly 
appointees  are  Mrs.  Betty  W.  Keatinge  of  San  Marino,  and  Mrs.  Vema 
Teglia  of  Daly  City. 

With  11  of  its  13  members  now  named,  the  Board  held  its  first  meeting 
this  week  (Wednesday  and  Thursday)  in  Sacramento.  The  Boards  actions  v/ill 
have  wide  effects  on  libraries  in  California  and  we'll  try  to  let  you  know 
what  they  are  up  to. 
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NOW^  TO  THE  IMPORTANT  NEWS 


Karen  Scannell  ran  the  Boston  Mai^athon  in  3  hours  and  25  minutes, 
some  3  minutes  and  25  seconds  better  than  her  previous  record.  She 
placed  123  of  the  more  than  250  women  participating. 

She  reports  that  the  marathon  was  an  exhilarating  experience  with 
spectators  cheering  the  runners  on  over  the  complete  course.    She  found 
the  high  point  of  the  race  to  the  vocal  support  given  the  women  runners 
by  students  as  they  ran  through  the  Wellsley  College  canpus.  Heartbreak 
Hill  she  found 5  ''vastly  overrated."    Apparently  nothing  conpared  to 
Hayes  Street  Hill  and  others  to  wMch  Bay  Area  runners  are  accustomed. 

She  hopes  to  run  the  Boston  Marathon  again j  with  Jim  and  Chris, 


OPERATIONS  COMMTTTEE 

The  Operations  Committee  of  the  Library  Commission  will  meet  at  Noon, 
Monday,  April  24 ^  in  the  Commission  Room.    They  will  discuss  a  meeting 
room  policy,  and  the  Needs  Survey  as  it  perta3.ns  to  Operations. 


JARVIS/GANN 

At  the  request  of  Joan  Jackson,  President  of  the  Librarians'  Guild, 
Mr.  Frantz  is  distributing  to  all  departments  and  branches  copies  of 
Mayor  Moscone's  memo  in  which  the  Mayor  states  that  if  Proposition  13 
passes  he  would  suspend  the  Charter  and  close  such  "unaffordable 
luxuries"  as  the  Library, 


MORE  J/G 

SPPL  staff  members,  vjith  the  assistance  of  Local  400,  have  formed 
a  library  "No  on  Proposition  13"  Committee,    They  will  be  soliciting 
contributions,  registering  voters,  and  will  have  a  get-out-the-vote 
drive  on  June  6. 

General  Coordinators  are  Joan  Goldman  (Noe  Valley),  and  Nancy  Musser 
(Catalog).    There  are  coordinators  for  each  branch  cluster.    Jo  l^otter 
and  Joan  Jackson  for  Sunset  Cluster;  Joan  Goldman  and  Elisa  Baker  for 
Mission  Cluster;  i^lary  Landgraf  for  Mchmond  Cluster;  Joe  Sugg  and  Gloria 
Hanson  for  Excelsior  Cluster;  and  Florence  Lee  and  Anna  Holmboe  for 
Marina  Cluster. 

Coordinators  for  the  T-lain  Llbrarj'  are:    Carse  McDaniel,  Blanche 
Maulet,  Lee  Smith,  Gloria  Landon,  Audrey  Wood,  Barry  Brooker,  Pat  Rea, 
George  Glushenok,  Stephanie  Row,  Walter  Asbey,  C^earldine  McCowan,  Charles 
Armstrong  and  Carol  Braun.    In  Technical  Services:    Charlotte  Johnson 
and  Janice  Bi'ouf5sar»d. 

There  are  only  45  days  left! 
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FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  CHILDREN'S  SERVICE3 


DIAL-A-STORY  (626-6516)  April  23-29,  1978 

It  Does  Not  Say  "Meow"— —Animal  Riddles  by  Beatrice  Schenk  de  Regnlers , 
asked  by  Ms.  Linda  Geistlingera  Children's  Librarian. 


BY  ANY  OTHER  NAME 

If  you  love  champagne,  but  have  to  live  on  a  Coca-Cola  budget,  v/e 
have  just  the  thing  for  you.    It  is  a  sparkling  ^filne  v/ith  the  appellation 
Saumur,  called  Langlois-Chateau  Saumur  Blanc  de  Blancs,  Extra~di^.  The 
wine  is  made  by  the  "methode  chanpenolse" ,  in  other  words  Just  like  real 
champagne.    The  difference  is,  however,  that  it  is  made  in  another  region 
of  France  and  does  not  use  the  grape  varieties  of  true  champagne. 
Sparkling  Saumur  uses  only  Chenin  blanc,  one  of  the  great  white  grapes 
of  the  Loire  re,gion. 

Saumur s  located  in  the  province  of  Anjou,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Loire,  is  an  ancient  center  of  viti'^  and  viniculture.    The  soil  resembles 
the  one  in  Chanpagne,  a  chalky  sub-soil  covered  vrith  pebbly  sand.  This 
induces  a  high  acidity  in  the  grapes,  a  prerequisite  for  making  good 
sparkling  wine. 

As  in  Cha^agne  large  caves  and  cellars  have  been  cut  into  the 
chalk  before  and  since  Roman  times,  which  are  useful  now  for  the  long 
quiet  storage  of  the  \nne.    It  is  fascinating  to  drive  through  the 
Angevin  countryside,  following  the  river  and  see  the  many  tunnelings 
into  the  hillside.    As  a  matter  of  fact  people  are  still  living  in  these 
ancient  caves  with  a  modem  house  front  hiding  the  entrance;  a  bow  to 
20th  century  living. 

Aside  from  the  wine,  the  tufa  chalk  of  the  area  has  long  been  a  major 
export  item,  and  has  been  used  in  many  buildings  all  over  Europe,  notable 
as  the  main  building  material  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  in  London. 

How  important  wine  was  for  both  consunption  and  trade  ever  since  the 
early  Mddle  Ages,  and  probably  before,  is  shown  by  the  f amyous  illustra- 
tion from  "Les  tres  riches  heures  du  Due  de  Berri",  the  Duke  of  Berry's 
stunning  book  of  hours.    (See  F96  G763)    It  depicts  the  stately  and 
fairy-tale-like  castle  of  Saumur  with  its  many  turrets  amid  the 
vineyards  where  the  harvesting  and  crushing  of  grapes  is  in  full  swing. 
This  dates  fromi  about  l4l6,  so  wine  making  has  been  going  on  there  for 
a  long  time.    More  sparkling  wine  is  made  under  the  Saumur  appellation 
than  in  Champagne.    Even  this  wine  has  been  held  in  high  esteem  and  is 
still  very  popular.    The  Dutch  in  particular  seemed  to  have  had  a  great 
liking  for  it,  as  they  went  to  a  lot  of  trouble  to  ship  great  quantities 
to  the  then  Dutch  East  Indies,  where  it  graced  the  tables  of  the 
Governors-General  and  other  high  colonial  officials. 

Now  for  the  wine  itself.    It  is  fairly  pale  in  color,  has  a  strong 
Chenin  blanc  bouquet,  not  as  yeasty  as  a  chainpagne,  a  lovely,  light 
taste,  not  at  all  sweet;  a  nice  stream  of  tiny  bubbles,  not  quite  as 
long-lasting  as  champagne,  but  who  cares.    It  lacks,  of  couse,  the 
fullness  and  depth  of  champagne,  but  it  makes  for  a  delightful  aperitif 
wine,  or  Just  simply  sipping,  for  the  very  reasonable  price  of  $3.85. 
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Believe  msj  It  Is  a  much  better  buy,  price-wise  and  taste -wise  than 
Christian  Brothers,  Alraadenj  Le  Domalne,  etc. 

So  get  yourself  over  to  our  store  and  try  a  bottle;  you'll  like  It. 

Hella  Rains 


DISMAL  DISPLAY  BY  DODGERS 

The  Bookland  Dodgers  got  shunked  by  the  Turkeys  last  Friday  night, 
17  to  10.    A  number  of  lame  excuses  have  been  offered.  Including  the 
fact  that  It  rained  on  SPPL  and  not  on  the  Turkeys.    Anyway,  Larry  Grain, 
Norman  Wright,  Evertt  Adams  and  John  Stlger  all  contributed  home  runs 
to  the  losing  cause. 

If  they  are  not  ashamed  to  show  up,  the  todgers  will  face  the 
Sluggers  tonight  (Friday,  April  21)  at  Excelsior  Park,  Russia  and  Madrid 
Streets.    The  obsequies  are  scheduled  to  commence  at  9:05  pm. 

Meanwhile,  rumors  are  rampant  that  Grace  Tfecduff,  President  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Library,  owners  of  the  team,  is  involved  in  hard-nosed 
negotiations  with  Charles  0.  Finley,  notorious  Insurance  peddler  of 
Chicago,  Illinois.    Neither  Macduff  nor  Finley  will  return  our  calls 
but  we  have  heard  from  usually  unreliable  sources  that  they  are  discussing 
a  trade  that  would  move  the  Bookland  Dodgers  to  Dead  Indian  Soda  Springs, 
Oregon,  and  the  Oakland  A's  to  Excelsior  Park,  or  something  like  that. 
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BUDGET 

Mr.  Frantz  and  I^s.  T^acduff  both  appeared  before  the  Finance 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  last  Thursday  to  defend  SFPL's 
1978-79  budget  request  as  submitted  by  the  Tfeyor.    The  discussion  was 
general  and  no  action  was  taken.    The  decisions  of  the  Committee  will 
be  made  in  executive  session  in  the  next  two  weeks.    Wait  for  it. 


LAW  DAY 

Monday 3  May  1,  is  Law  Day.    In  observance  the  Lawyer's  Club  of 
San  Francisco  will  have  a  lawyer  stationed  at  the  min  Library  (General 
Reference)  and  at  all  open  branches.    They  will  be  there  to  answer 
questions  from  citizens  about  legal  rights  and  services. 


THE  PIG  INTRODUCES  A  NEW  PARLOR  GAIC 

It  has  recently  come  to  the  attention  of  this  modest  journal  of 
puerility  that  some  people  seem,  to  think  that  property  taxes  are  TOO 
HIGH  3  and  that  our  local  governments  has  been  spending  TOO  ICJCH  mwi. 
This  came  as  a  shock  to  us!    Our  personal  experience  had  led  us  to 
believe  that  local  government  never  has  ENOUGH  MONEY  to  do  the  things 
that  should  be  done,  or  to  do  them  right. 

But,  the  truly  shocking  fact  is  that  99.653^?  of  all  these  people 
who  complain  about  taxes  and  spending  are  appallingly  ignorant  of  how 
their  tax  dollars  are  spent. 

iln  an  attenpt  to  ameliorate  their  information  shortfall,  and  at 
the  same  time  pander  to  their  propensities,  the  PIG  has  devised  a  nev/ 


Our  little  gaine  is  based  upon  an  imaginary  City  called  San 
Francisco.    In  1977-78  our  ijnagi.nary  City  spent  an  imaginary  $1,057,000,000. 
(Fantasy  is  BIG  this  year.)    An  imaginary  politician  has  decreed 
that  in  the  next  year  our  city  will  have  to  spend  $243,000,000  less 
than  it  spent  this  year. 

Each  player  is  given  a  sheet  of  paper  with  the  following  information: 

San  Francisco's  Current  Budget 


Public  Schools/Community  College. .$226 000 

Social  Service...   148^270,000 

Public  Health   117,893,000 

Muni.    84.901,000 

Police  ,   75,725,000 

Water/Hetch  Hetchy   71,361,000 

Fire..  61,357,000 

Airport..   393220,000 

Recreation  &  Parks  26,421,000 

Bond  Redemption.  ,   25 , 610 , 000 

Public  Works.   24,696,000 

Harbor  Improvement  Bonds ...  .....    15  ^  699 , 000 

Sheriff.  ,  ,   10,377,000 

Miscellaneous.  Il8s751,000 


$1,057,000,000 

The  object  of  the  game  is  for  a  player  to  reduce  the  above  budget 
by  $243,000,000  without  having  the  other  players  beat  the  feathers  out 
of  him.    After  the  dice  are  throm,  the  first  player  announces  a  cut 
in  the  budget  and  must  turn  over  and  read  the  card  for  the  item  he  has 
cut.    The  player  then  may  elect  to  withdraw  his  budget  reduction,  or 
stay  with  it.    This  is  follov/ed  by  a  period  during  which  the  other 
players  may  argue  with  him,  or  beat  the  feathers  out  of  him. 

The  winner  is  the  first  person  to  reduce  the  budget  by  $243,000,000 
or  the  last  one  who  hasn't  had  the  feathers  beaten  out  of  him.  There 
is  no  prize. 

The  cards  for  the  various  budget  items  read  as  follows: 

•  •  .Public  Schools/Coirmunity  Collep:e  >  after  pointing  out  the  necessity 
of  educated  citizens  in  a  democracy,  and  the  popular  support  for 
publicly  supported  schools,  it  points  out  that  $89  million  of  this 
comes  from  non-property  tax  sources  and  that  such  funds  cannot  be 
transferred  to  other  City  uses. 

. . -Social  Services  -  most  of  these  programs  are  mandated  by  State  & 
Federal  laws,  with  a  major  portion  of  the  funding  also  coming  from 
those  sources.    Reductions  in  local  support  of  administration  of 
these  programs  leads  to  an  increased  "error"  rate  and  waster  of 
tax  funds.    Staf^  fmd  ff^d^^^rnl  funds  not  trans feii-able  to  other  City 
uses. 
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. .  .Public  Health  -  considered  "priority"  service.    Many  prograins 
mandated  by  State  &  Federal  law,  with  funding  from  those  sources 
with  matching  of  $7,  83  or  9  per  $1  of  local  spending.    State  & 
Federal  funds  not  transferrable  to  other  City  uses. 

...Muni  -  "Priority"  service.    Reductions  in  service  or  increases 
in  fares  leads  to  reduced  income  -  greater  tax  cost.    Chaos  for 
business  and  workers  if  cut  deeply  or  eliminated. 

...Police  -    Priority"  service.    Popular  demand  for  more,  not  less. 
Insurance  rates  will  increase  if  services  reduced, 

. .  .VJaterAietch  Hetchy  -  self  supporting.    Reductions  in  budget  will 
lead  to  reductions  in  income.    Player  loses  one  turn. 

...Fire  ~  "Priority"  service,  popular  denand  for  no  reduction  in  level 
of  services.    Reductions  would  mean  higher  insurance  costs. 

• • 'Airport  -  self  supporting.    Reductions  in  budget  will  lead  to 
reductions  in  income.    Player  loses  one  turn. 

. » .Recreation  &  Parks  -  mandated  by  the  Charter,    Inportant  to  quality 
of  life  in  City  -  if  people  continue  to  flee  city  to  suburbs ^  tax 
base  erodes. 

. .  .Bond  Redemption  -  default  and  go  bankrupt  -  player  throv/n  from  game. 

...Public  Works  -  "Priority"  services.    No  substitute  for  streets, 
lights,  sewers,  etc.    High  %  of  funding  from  gas  tax,  etc.  -  not 
transferrable  to  other  City  uses. 

. . .Harbor  Inprovement  Bonds  -  default  and  go  bankrupt  -  player  thrown 
from  game. 

. . .Sheriff  -  "Priority"  service.    What  are  you  going  to  do,  close  the 
Jails? 

. . .Miscellaneous  -  the  above  13  items  represent  89.68^  of  the  total 
budget  -  all  the  rest  spend  only  sli^tly  over  lOf..    You  can  flat 
out  eliminate  all  of  these  and  still  have  to  cut  $119  million  from 
the  other  items!    This  includes  the  Courts,  District  Attorney, 
Public  Defender,  Treasurer,  Tax  Collector,  Registrar  of  Voters, 
Planning,  Public  Library,  Iteeums,  and  some  other  insignificant 
things  like  the  ffeyor  and  Board  of  Super^/isors ,    Of  course,  you 
do  have  to  have  a  Tax  Collector,  that's  the  one  that  makes  the 
whole  game  work. 


YOU  SHOULD  KNOW. . . 

...There  is  a  blood  drive  TODAY  (Friday,  April  28)  for  City  employees. 
If  you  can  donate,  please  go  to  Room  158,  City  Hall  (Registrar  of 
Voters  Office)  between  9:00  am  ond  1:30  pm. 
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...The  Library  Commission  ^nIII  meet  at  7:30  pm,  Tuesday,  May  2,  at  the 
Golden  Gate  Valley  Branch. 

...The  Librarians'  Guild  will  meet  at  6:30  pm,  Thursday,  May  4,  in  the 
Commission  Room. 

...Are  you  registered  to  vote?    Remember,  the  deadline  is  Monday >  I^y  8. 
The  volunteers  at  the  Welcome  Desk  in  the  lobby  at  the  Main  Library 
are  registering  voters.    The  postcards  should  be  available  in  all 
departments  and  branches.    Don't  lose  your  chance  to  vote  on  June  6th. 

...Does  anybody  have  an  extra  copy  of  the  San  Francisco  Comnittee  on 
Crime,  Report  on  the  San  Francisco  Police  Department,  Part  I,  June 
9 3  1971?    Documents  needs  a  copy  for  reference  use.    If  you've  got 
one  to  spare,  please  send  it  to  Maggie  Walsh. 

...Russell  Hartley,  of  the  Archives  for  the  Performing  Arts,  v/ill  teach 
a  class  on  the  history  of  the  San  Francisco  Ballet,  at  the  University 
of  Utah  in  Salt  Lake  City  this  Summer. 

...Dalisay  Bocoobo-Balunsat,  General  Reference;  and  Philip  Whitney, 
Science  Department;  are  mentioned  in  Shiro  Saito's  newly  published 
Filipinos  Overseas:    A  Bibliography. 

. . oWest  Portal  is  planning  its  annual  Spring  marathon  reading  -  no 
Joyce  this  year  -  Just  8  hours  of  Virginia  Woolf 's  Mrs.  Dalloway. 
June  10th,  10:00  am  till  6:00  pm  (?).    Call  Kay  Roberts  if  you 
would  like  to  participate. 


FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  CHILDREN'S  SERVICES 

DIAL-A-STORY  (626-6516),  Tfey  1-7:  The  Pot  That  Would  Mot  Stop 
Boiling,  told  by  Grace  Ruth. 


HORSEHIDE  IGNOMINY 

The  Bookland  Dodgers  are  consistent!  Our  heros  (?)  did  it  again, 
falling  to  the  Sluggers  last  Friday  13  to  12.  It  was  tied  going  into 
the  final  inning,  but  the  Sluggers  managed  to  push  across  the  winning 
run.  Our  correspondent  (M^ysterio)  claims  that  Johnal  Stiger,  Everett 
Adams,  Larry  Grain,  and  Spike  Berthold  all  had  fine  eveings  at  the 
plate,  but  can't  remember  anybody  who  turned  in  a  good  performance  in 
the  field. 

BUT,  THIS  WEEK,  WE  CAN  PROMSE  FOR  CERTAIN  IHAT  IHEY  VJON'T  BE 
DEFEATED  -  there  is  no  game  scheduled. 

The  next  scheduled  game  will  be  at  9^05  pm,  Friday,  May  5,  at 
Hayward  #2  (Turk  &  Gough)  when  our  lads  will  face  Diriangen. 

Meanwhile  our  farm  team,  the  Hawaiians,  won  their  game  l4  to  1, 
and  evened  their  season's  record  at  1  and  1. 
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MY  5y  1978 


ONCE  MORE  BJTO  THE  BREAai 


The  passage  of  the  Jarvis-Garm  initiative  will  spell  the  end  of 
public  libraries  in  California,  leaders  of  the  library  profession  declared 
Wednesday  in  a  press  conference  held  in  the  General  Reference  Department 
of  the  Main  Library. 

Representing  the  library  corraTTonity  were  Insula  Meyers,  President  of 
CLA;  Stefan  Moses,  Executive  Director  of  CLA;  Fran  Routh,  Immediate  Past 
President  of  Friends  of  California  Libraries;  Clarence  Walters,  Chief 
Librarian  of  Contra  Costa  County;  Iferjorie  Stem,  Executive  Vice  President 
of  the  SPPL  Coranission;  and  The  Publisher. 

Meyers  and  Walters  spelled  out  Just  what  J/G  would  do  to  public 
libraries : 

...Alameda  County  Public  Library  °  Closed,  June  30,  1978. 

. . .Berkeley  Public  Library  -  Budget  cut  by  35%,  all  four  branches 
will  close,  35  staff  members  will  be  laid-off . 

...Contra  Costa  County  Public  Library  -  Budget  cut  by  60$^,  major 
staff  lay-offs,  reduced  hours  of  service,  probably  closing  of 
some  branches. 

...Daly  City  Public  Library  -  Closed,  June  30,  1978. 

...City  of  Los  Angeles  Public  Library  -  Budget  cut  by  30^,  lay-off 
of  370  employees ,  16  branches  closed. 

...Los  Ajigeles  County  Public  Library  -  585  of  997  enployees  laid-off, 
^5  of  93  branches  closed,  all  other  services  curtailed. 

...Marin  County  Public  Library  -  Budget  cut  by  56%,  27  staff  members 
laid-off,  four  branches  will  close  with  the  remainder  operating 
on  2-3  day  schedules  per  week. 


. . .Ventura  County  Public  Library  -  Budget  cut  from  $3.6  to  $1  million, 
7  of  11  branches  to  close. 

...San  Diego  County  Rib lie  Library  -  Budget  cut  by  60% ^  many  lay-offs 
and  branch  closing. 

. . .San  Francisco  Public  Library  -  Budget  cut  100%,  non  est.  6:00  P.M., 
Friday,  June  30,  1978. 

It  was  implied  that  the  speakers  did  not  feel  that  these  closings  and 
reductions  in  service  would  be  a  good  thing.  They  apparently  want  people 
to  Vote  NO  on  13. 

The  Publisher  provided  the  best-yet  capsule  description  of  J/G: 
"Prop.  13  reminds  me  of  a  harrassed  husband  whose  wife  is  spending  too 
much  money.    To  solve  the  problem^  he  quits  his  job," 

Mr.  Prantz  has  asked  us  to  express  his  appreciation  to  all  staff 
members  who  participated  in  the  preparations  for  the  press  conference. 


CmSING  NOTICES  FDR  SPPL 

Keep  Libraries  Alive  and  the  Librarians'  Guild  have  prepared  posters 
and  bookmarks  warning  that  SPPL  will  close  if  Prop.  13  is  passed.  These 
materials  will  be  distributed  next  week  and  should  be  prominently  displayed 
at  all  facilities. 

There  will  be  at  least  two  more  meetings  for  staff  members  who  might 
be  considering  getting  into  the  canpaign  against  Prop.  13.    There  will  be 
a  meeting  sponsored  by  KLA  and  the  Guild  at  12:30  P.M.  3  Wednesday,  Pfey  10, 
in  the  Lurie  Room.    There  will  be  a  second  meeting  staining  at  1:00  P.M. 
that  day  for  those  who  work  between  noon  and  1,    (Actually  there  was 
another  meeting  yesterday  (May  4)  at  Mission  Branch.) 

If  you  are  beginning  to  think  that  this  Jarvis-Gann  thing  might  be 
serious  after  all,  perhaps  you  should  look  into  it  and  plan  to  express 
your  opinion  at  the  polls  on  June  6. 

The  days  have  dwindled  down,  the  election  is  just  32  days  away. 


ON  THE  OTHER  HAND. 

THIS  IS  1HE  BIG  ONE! 

The  Friends  l4th  Annual  GIGANTIC  BOOK  SALE  starts  tonight  at  Pier  2, 
Fort  Mason.    Preview  from  4  to  7  P.M.  tonight,  admission  free  to  members 
of  the  Friends,  or  to  the  public  for  a  $3  donation.    The  sale  continues 
all  day  Saturday  and  Sunday,  10am  to  6pm  -  with  a  special  half-price 
sale  Monday  rnxorning  from  10am  till  Noon. 

Pier  2  is  located  opposite  the  Marina  Safeway  at  the  foot  of  Laguna 
Street.    There  is  ample  free  parking. 
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If  J/G  passes,  and  the  Library  closes,  then  there  are  going  to  be  a 
lot  of  people  cut  off  from  their  usual  source  of  reading  mterials.  If 
you  know  anyone  in  that  position,  perhaps  you  might  suggest  to  them  that 
they  stock-up  at  the  Friends  Book  Sale. 


IN  CASE  IT  MATTERS „  

THE  LIBRARY  COMSSION  iW  TUESDAY  EVENING 

...Mr.  Frantz  reported  that  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Boar-d  of 
Supervisors  has  made  cuts  of  $953156  in  the  Library  budget  for 
1978=79  submitted  to  them  by  the  I^layor.    They  took  $^1,000  out 
of  the  Book  Budget;  reduced  Page  Ifours  by  $14,000;  reduced  the 
item  for  "Laundry  &  Towel  Service^'  from  $850  to  $750;  reduced  the 
item  for  "Pest  Control"  from  $800  to  $500;  and  took  $2,808  out  of 
the  "mterials  &  Supplies"  budget.    The  total  budget  will  still 
be  about  $500,000  more  than  the  current  budget.    The  budget  goes 
to  the  full  Board  on  Monday. 

...The  City  Attorney  has  prepared  for  the  Library  a  Charter  Amendment 
proposal  that  would  allow  the  Library  Corranission  to  accept  gifts 
as  long  as  they  do  not  obligate  the  City  for  expenses  beyond 
cataloging,  shelving,  and  display.    Currently  it  is  necessary  for 
us  to  obtain  permission  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  accept  any 
gift  worth  more  than  $250.    T^.  Frantz  is  seeking  a  friendly 
Supervisor  to  introduce  the  Charter  Amendment. 

. .  .Agnes  DelvtLlle  vjill  be  the  guest  of  honor  at  a  civic  luncheon 

sponsored  by  the  Library  in  early  June.    Miss  DeMille,  in  addition 
to  being  a  seminal  figure  in  American  Dance  in  this  century,  is 
the  granddaughter  of  Henry  George,  economic  philosopher  and 
moving  force  behind  the  fonnation  of  the  San  Francisco  Public 
Library  in  1879 . 

...Your  correspondent  believes  that  George  Cerasi  reported  to  the 
Commission  that  the  Glen  Park  Branch  will  have  to  move  out  of  the 
current  Diamond  Street  location  by  June  30 ^  and  will  be  moved  into 
the  new  location  at  653  Chenery  Street  on  July  1^  although  the 
branch  may  not  be  open  for  service  for  several  days  thereafter  - 
if  Jarvis-Gann  doesn't  pass.    Is  that  clear?    It  v/asn't  to  your 
correspondent  either,  but  George  is  a  shifty  character  and 
doesn't  like  to  be  pinned  down.    We  tried  to  reach  him  for 
clarification,  but  George  was  on  a  field  trip.    We'll  try  again 
next  week.    (Flash:    George  just  got  back  and  confirms  the  basic 
fact  reported  above.    However,  he  did  mention  something  about  a 
urinal  variance ,  but  we  were  afraid  to  ask  him  about  that . ) 

... Florence  Mtchell,  on  behalf  of  the  Librarians'  Guild,  suggested 
that  the  Library  Commission  has  too  many  committees  and  asked 
that  the  Commission  have  one  of  its  committees  look  into  the 
committee  structure,    Cormiission  President  Englander  pointed  out 
that  the  current  committee  structure  is  still  in  its  "6  month 
try-out  period",  declined  to  assign  the  subject  to  a  committee 
in  favor  of  consideration  by  a  committee-of-the-whole,  and 
expressed  general  satisfaction  v/ith  the  current  structure.  Ms. 
Mitchell  will  submit  written  suggestions. 
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...The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Friends  will  be  on  Wednesday,  May  2^, 
Moira  Johnson  will  be  the  speaker. 

o .  .Commissioner  Yung  reported  that  the  Operations  Corrmittee  is  still 
working  on  a  Meeting  Room  Policy  and  expects  to  have  a  report  at 
the  next  meeting. 

...Commissioner  Callanan  reported  that  the  Resources  and  Services 
Committee  has  been  studying  the  question  of  complete  elimination 
of  fines  for  overdue  materials,  but  has  decided  to  take  no  action 
until  further  progress  has  been  made  on  the  new  automated 
circulation  system.    The  proposed  Book  Selection  Policy  statements 
for  both  children  and  adults  have  been  revised  pursuant  to  the 
staff  comments  received  and  will  now  be  considered  by  the 
Resources  and  Services  Committee. 

...There  was  a  general  discussion  of  the  pernicious  Prop.  13. 
Commission  President  Englander  pointed  out  that  those  public 
agencies  that  serve  children  (schools,  libraries ^  recreation  & 
parks,  etc.)  will  be  the  primary  victims  of  J/G.    Plans  are 
underway  to  organize  parades  of  children  throughout  the  state 
demonstrating  in  opposition  of  Prop.  13. 

...James  Chaffee  was  punctual. 

...The  meeting  adjourned  at  9ikO  P.M. 

...The  next  meeting  of  the  Library  Commission  will  be  at  7:30  P.M., 
Wednesday,  June  7s  1978,  at  the  West  Portal  Branch. 


ALA  ANYONE? 

Anyone  needing  financial  assistance  to  attend  the  ALA  Conference 
(Chicago,  June  25-30)  should  submit  their  request  to  Ann  Williams  of 
the  Educational  Opportunities  Committee  by  Monday,  ffey  15.  (Address 
Ann  c/o  of  the  Branch  Room.) 


UPDATE 

CLSI  has  signed  the  contract  for  our  new  circulation  system  and 
posted  a  performance  bond.    Now^  v/e  need  the  signatures  of  about  ^3 
assorted  City  officials,  (3  from  column  A,  2  from  column  B,  etc.)  and 
their  sisters  and  their  cousins  and  their  aunts. 

An  encumberance  for  the  tattle-tape  security  system  for  the  Business 
Library  is  in  the  City  Controller's  office.    When  it  escapes,  we  can  proceed. 


FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  CHILDREN'S  SERVICES 

Summer  Reading  flyers  have  been  distributed  to  the  Children's  Room 
and  all  branches.    If  additional  flyers  are  needed  please  request  from; 
the  Office  of  Children's  Services. 

DIAL-A-STORY  (626-6516)  continues  24  hours  a  day  with  a  children's  story. 
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1HE  SPORTY  SEEN 


Our  0  and  3  Bookland  Dodgers  return  to  the  field  tonight  (Friday , 
IVIay  5)  in  a  do~it~or-forget-it  crucial  against  "Diriangen".    (Is  that 
something  dirty  in  Portuguese?)    The  game  will  be  played  at  Hayward 
Park  #2,  Turk  &  Gough  streets.    Services  coninence  at  9:05  P.M.    Rah,  Rah, 
Rah! 

The  farm  team  did  it  again,  this  time  to  the  Lone  Mountain  Rangers, 
Hawaiians  15  -  LMR  5. 


LAW  DAY 

Some  5^  local  lawyers  spent  part  of  last  Monday  manning  tables  at 
SFPL  to  answer  patron  questions  about  the  law  and  their  legal  rights. 
The  program  was  sponsored  by  the  Lawyer's  Club  of  San  Francisco,  ^1ary 
Ellen  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  observance  has  asked  that  we  extend  their 
thanks  to  all  library  staff  members  who  helped  make  their  effort  a  success. 


THERE  HAS  GOT  TO  BE  SO^E  GOOD  NEIVS 

Excelsior  Br^ch  reports  joyfully  that  Page  Alberto  Elizalde  and 
Michele  Moore  were  married  on  Sunday,  April  23rd  at  St.  Emydius  Church. 
The  music  was  soaring  contemporary  songs j  sung  by  friends  of  Michele, 
with  guitar  and  flute.    The  reception  was  held  at  the  Hall  of  Flowers 
in  Golden  Gate  Park. 

Among  the  several  hundred  persons  attending  were  numerous  Library 
staff  members  and  the  soccer  team  of  San  Francisco  State  University,  of 
which  Alberto  is  a  member, 

Joe  Sugg 


SINECURE  AVAILABLE 

The  Pseudepigrapha  seeks  an  Official  Punctuator.  Send  resume  and 
salary  requirements. 


WE  IHOUGIiT  YOU'D  NEVER  ASK 

A  dactyl  is  a  prehistoric  flying  reptile.  There  are  tvio  in  a  set, 
hence  -  pterodactyl. 
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iaiho  promised  you  a  rose  garden? 


In  our  last  installment ^  gentle  readers^  we  reported  that  KLA  and  the 
Guild  were  producing  bookmarks  and  posters  v/aming  that  the  library  would 
close  if  Prop.  13  passes.    We  asked  you  to  display  them  prominently. 
Obviously,  your  cooperation  has  been  outstanding! 

KLA  delivered  the  first  batch  of  bookmarks  Friday.    These  were  placed 
at  the  check-out  counter  at  the  Main  Library  and  some  were  delivered  to 
branches  Saturday.    The  posters  weren't  conpleted  until  Monday ,  and  were 
never  distributed. 

(NOTE:  These  materials  were  distributed  on  the  understanding  that 
there  was  no  reason  they  could  not  be,  as  long  as  they  were  produced  at 
no  cost  to  the  City,  and  that  they  did  not  say  "Vote  Yes"  or  "Vote  No'.) 


And,  then  the  fun  began. 


The  reaction  was  irranediate  and  violent.    (Public  service  staff 
members  vjho  actually  handed  the  bookniarks  to  library  patrons  have  some 
wild  and  wooly  tales  to  tell.) 

Monday  morning  the  telephone  in  the  library's  administrative  offices 
lit  up  like  Christmas  trees.    Concern,  fear,  and  anger,  oh  boy  the  anger. 
Most  of  the  callers  were  pro  J/G  and  most  of  them  vehemently  denied  that 
passage  of  Prop.  13  would  mean  the  closure  of  the  libraries.    They  v;ere 
even  more  violent  in  their  contention  that  the  library  had  no  ri^t  to 
warn  that  it  might  be  closed,  even  if  the  materials  didn't  say  "Vote  Yes" 
or  "Vote  No-'.    Obviously  the  sairie  people  were  calling  the  r^yor,  the  Board 
of  Supervisors,  Guy  Wright,  the  radio  and  television  stations,  and  the 
daily  papers. 

Before  noon  the  word  had  come  from  the  City  Attorney  and  the  Mayor's 
Office  -  "Stop  distributing  the  bookmarks  in  libraries."    We  stopped. 


But  the  melody  lingers  on... we  supose  you've  seen  the  newspaper  and 
television  reports.    Library  bookinarks  seldom  get  this  kind  of  public 
attention.    Heady ^  very  heady.    One  could  do  without  the  Insults  and 
personal  abuse 3  but  it  really  appears  that  we've  drawn  some  public  attention 
to  the  probable  fate  of  the  library  if  Prop.  13  passes. 

Wher-e  do  we  stand  now? 

...It  is  possibly  illegal,  and  we  have  been  asked  not  to  display 
or  distribute  in  library  facilities  materials  urging  "No  on  13" s 
(or  warning  that  the  library  will  close  if  it  passes).  Your 
cooperation  is  inportant. 

...Any  campaigning  by  staff  members  must  be  done  on  their  own  time. 

There  is 5  to  our  knowledges  no  reason  that  any  citizen  can  not 
stand  in  front  of  the  library ,  or  any  other  public  facility,  and 
pass  out  literature  urging  citizens  to  vote  for  or  against  anything. 
(There  are  lav;s  about  political  canpaigning  and  about  blocking 
public  streets  or  sidewalks,  etc.^  but  we  presume  reasonable 
people  will  observe  those.) 

...The  Mayor  has  not  said,  "If  13  passes ^  the  library  ^^11  be  closed." 
The  myor  has  said^  "If  13  passes,  we  fund  the  following 

items,.. all  others  are  unaffordable  luxuries."    The  Library  is 
NOT  on  the  list  of  items  the  r^layor  says  will  be  funded.    (We  are 
paraphrasing  him,  please  note.)    The  Mayor's  office  has  seen  the 
materials  produced  by  KLA  and  there  have  been  no  requests  that 
they  be  changed  or  withdrawn! 

The  "Yes  on  13"  people  are  accusing  us  of  "scare"  tactics.  Scare 
tactics.  Hell  «  I'm  petrified! 


THE  FOLLOWING  STORIES  ARE  OF  SIGNIFICA>]T  IMPORTAI^JCE  AND  WOULD  HAVE  RECEIVED 
APPROPRIATE  COVERAGE  AT  ALMOST  ANY  OTHER  TIME  3  OR  IN  ANY  LIBRARY  PERIODICAL 
THAT  IS  NOT  AS  IRRESPONSIBLE  AS  THIS  SAD  REPRESENTATIVE  OF  THE  Ga^_._ 

...The  final  report  of  the  Finance  Cornnittee  to  the  full  Board  of 
Supervisors  DOES  NOT  reduce  our  book  budget  by  $41,000  from  the 
amount  recommended  by  the  Mayor,  as  we  had  previously  reported. 
They  have  reconinended  the  full  $875,000  approved  by  the  myor. 
Grace  Macduff,  President  of  the  Friends,  and  master  lobbyist,  is 
responsible  for  the  reinstatement  of  the  $41,000.    Next  time  you 
see  Grace,  please  let  her  know  how  much  we  appreciate  her  efforts 
on  our  behalf. 

. . .The  State  Library  has  approved  a  1978-79  budget  for  the  Communications 
Center  of  $80,800,  and  of  $390,400  for  the  Bay  Area  Reference 
Center.    (L5CA  funds.)    We  hope  to  have  additional  information 
in  a  future  issue, 

...The  Friends  Book  Sale,  last  weekend  at  Pier  2,  was  a  success.  They 
made  close  to  $27,000  and  were  happy  with  the  new  location.  Details 
when  we  get  them. 
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...Congratulations  to  Dorothy  Myers  who  was  a  njnner-up  in  Round 
IV  of  the  American  Libraries  Prize  Article  Contest.    Vfe're  so 
disorganized  that  we've  yet  to  call  Dotty  and  find  out  what 
her  article  was  about g  etc. 

...FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  CHILDREN'S  SERVICES:    DIAL-A-STORY  (626-6516) 
May  15-21.    The  Monkey's  Liver  adapted  from  Magic  Aninials  of  Japan 
by  Da^/is  Pratt  and  Elsa  Kula,  told  by  Grace  Ruth. 

...Mr.  Frantz  was  delighted  to  receive  an  enthusiactic  letter  this 
week  from  Iferilou  Doyle ^  a  patron  of  the  West  Portal  Branchy 
praising  the  programs  and  staff  (''unfailingly  friendly  and 
helpful" . ) 

...President  Carter  has  today  declared  the  SFPL  softball  team  a 
disaster.    Racked  by  dissent ion  and  ineptness,  they  lost  again 
last  Friday,  16  to  8.    The  hitting  of  Robert  T-lason  was  the  only 
bright  spot.    Manager  Joe  Phillips  has  promised  that  this  week 
they  are  going  to  get  organized.    The  game,  against  National 
Trophy 3  is  Friday  evening,  7:^0  pm,  at  Jackson  Playground ,  17th 
and  Carolina  Streets.    Go  out  and  root  for  our  lads,  they  need 
your  support  to  get  back  on  the  tract. 


AN  OPEN  LETTER  TO  DICK  &  SHIPIZY  HENNIGER 

I  read  with  fascination  a  story  about  you  in  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle  of  May  8,  and  was  distressed  to  learn  that  you  are  sorry  you 
"joLned  the  system"  and  speculate  that,  "m.aybe  I  should  have  been  a 
dropout , " 

According  to  the  Chronicle  your  "frustration"  and  "controlled  fury" 
have  led  you  to  gather  more  than  700  of  the  signatures  that  put  the 
Jarvis-Gann  initiative  on  the  June  ballot  and  to  canpaign  vigerously 
for  its  passage. 

The  part  of  the  story  that  I  found  most  fascinating  were  the  quotes, 
first  from  Shirley,  and  then  from  Dick: 

"In  the  17  years  we've  been  married  we  haven't  really  gotten 
anywhere.    With  Dick's  education  and  experience,  we  should  be  a  lot 
further  ahead.    By  this  time  in  life,  some  people  have  minks  and  jewels 
and  are  taking  trips  to  Europe.'* 

"I  guess  I'm  a  little  bitter.  But  for  the  schooling  I  have,  the 
work  I've  done,  we  have  very  little.  There's  really  not  much  to  show 
for  21  years  of  working." 

I  do  know  high  school  English  teachers  ^vith  annual  incomes  very 
close  to  yours  ($25,100)  xvho  do  have  minks  and  jewels  and  trips  to 
Europe,  (maybe  not  all  three)  so  I  looked  rather  carefully  at  the  report 
of  your  finances. 


-  3  - 


I  was  absolutely  astounded  to  learn  that  you  live  in  a  house  worth 
$175,000!    I  don't  know  anybody  with  an  annual  income  of  $25,000  who  has 
bought  or  built  such  a  home  in  the  past  five  years,  as  you  have  done. 
So  then  I  decided  that  perhaps  you  were  simply  paying  too  much  of  your 
takehome  pay  for  housing ,  and  that  was  why  you  were  conplaining  about 
property  taxes.    According  to  the  article  you  pay  $24l  (apparently)  for 
your  mortgage,  and  $16?  a  month  in  property  taxes.    That  totals  $4o8  a 
month  for  housing,  27.5^  of  your  takehome  pay,  certainly  reasonable  by 
any  conservative  standard.    But,  to  live  in  a  $175,000  home  for  less 
than  it  would  cost  to  rent  a  modest  two  bedroom  apartment  in  San  Francisco, 
wow! 

Let's  take  another  look  at  that  house  of  yours.    It  is  worth 
$175,000  and  you  bought-built  it  with  a  $^5,000  mortgage  taken  out  in 
1973 o    You  probably  still  owe  $42,000  on  that  mortgage,  so  you  have  an 
equity  of  $133,000.    You  can  sell  that  house,  pay  off  the  mortgage  and 
a  real  estate  conmission ,  and  still  have  better  than  $122,000  in  cash. 
How  many  people  do  you  know  with  $25,000  annual  incomies  who  have  $122,000 
in  cash? 

But,  you  are  the  ones  who  are  proclaiming  the  end  of  our  economic 
system  because  of  high  property  taxes.    Bull!    You  live  in  a  $175,000 
home  with  three  bedrooms,  a  view  of  the  bay  and  the  city,  an  antique 
chandelier  and  stair-railings ,  and  a  Jacuzzi,  and  a  greenhouse ... and 
you  complain  about  paying  $2,000  a  year  for  police  and  fire  protection, 
streets,  sewers,  schools,  and  public  libraries.    That  $2,000  is  1.1^  of 
the  true  market  value  of  your  home,  it  is  7,9%  of  your  annual  income. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Henniger,  I  find  it  hard  to  take  you  seriously. 

There  is  one  other  little  item  I  can't  help  mentioning.  According 
to  the  article  your  monthly  take-home  pay  is  $1,479  after  all  taxes 
and  fixed  deductions  (jjicluding  $l4l  contribution  to  your  retirement 
program).    Of  that  $1,479  you  are  saving  $200  a  month,  13-5^  of  your 
take-home  pay,  and  investing  (?)  it  in  a  "tax-sheltered  annuity" o 
Congratulations,  I  know  hardly  anyone  who  can  save  13-5^  of  their 
incomes.    However,  this  illustrates  again  what  I  would  call  your 
economic  Illiteracy.    It  is  obvious  from  everything  the  article  tells 
about  your  finances  that  your  only  concern  is  to  avoid  taxes.  You 
don't  invest,  you  don't  seek  growth,  you  don't  invest  in  our  economy, 
all  you  have  done  is  based  on  avoiding  taxes. 

For  a  43  year  old  teacher  in  your  position,  probably  in  a  32^  tax 
bracket,  to  put  13.5%  of  his  income  into  a  tax-sheltered  annuity  is  the 
height  of  economic  folly.    You  had  best  go  to  the  public  library  and 
find  a  book  by  Sylvia  Porter,  or  Elliott  Janev/ay,  or  almost  anybody  who 
knows  something  about  economics. 

But,  you'd  better  hurry.    If  you  have  your  way,  and  Jarvis-Gann 
passes,  your  public  library  will  be  closed. 

Flo  Mitchell 
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THE  CHICKEN  LITTLE  REPORT 


m        ^^^^  ^^^^ 


There  are  17  days  until  June  6. 
Tlriere  are  29  working  days  until  June  30. 
These  reminders  brought  to  you  courtesy  of  Scare  Tactics,  Inc. 


The  local  dailies  have  discovered  the  Jarvis-Gann  initiative,  but    — - 
according  to  a  source  on  a  local  city  desk,  they  intend  to  down-play  all 
"scare-tactic''  stories,  which  may  account  for  the  strange  way  they  reported 
the  Mayor's  Monday  press  conference. 

The  myor  said,  unequivocally,  that  should  Prop.  13  pass,  the  public 
library,  park  and  recreation  facilities,  and  the  museums,  would  close. 
(Not  exactly  news,  KLA.  said  that  last  week.)    However,  the  Nnyor  went 
on  to  say  that  the  City  would  also,  "withdraw  all  local  tax  support  for 
the  Municipal  Railway."    That  is  news. 

The  next  morning  the  Chronicle  reported,  on  their  front  page,  that 
a  primitive  cave-dwelling  tribe  has  been  discovered  living  inside  the 
crater  of  a  volcano  in  Palawan  province,  the  Philippines.    On  page  three 
Chronicle  reported  that  Bianca  Jagger  is  filing  for  divorce ,  and  on 
the  Mayor's  press  conference,  including,  in  paragraph  eight,  a  mention 
of  the  plans  for  Muni. 

(Quick  &  dirty  explanation:    if  Muni  loses  all  local  support,  $35 
million,  they  will  also  lose  $15  million  in  Federal  funding.    Their  only 
remaining  revenue  will  be  that  collected  from  the  fare  boxes . ) 

The  concluding  paragraphs  of  the  story  read:    "The  Mayor's  presentation 
was  roundly  criticized  by  his  chief  political  rival.  Supervisor  Quentin 
Kopp,  who  called  it  'dishonest  and  irresponsible ...  a  blunderbuss  threat. 
He's  putting  a  gun  to  the  voters'  heads,'  Kopp  said."' 

Early  Tuesday  morning  the  Board  of  Supervisoi-s  voted,  7  to  H,  to 
oppose  Prop.  13 .    Voting  No  were  Supervi.soi-s  Kopp,  Molinari,  I^lhite  and 
Dolson - 


Wednesday  the  California  Poll  reported  that  if  the  election  were 
held  today  Prop.  13  would  pass  -  h2%  Yes,  39%  No,  and  19%  Mugwumps. 

The  Chronicle  did  report  last  week  on  a  study  done  by  San  Mateo 
County  Manager  Da^/id  Nichols.    This  important  study  shows  that  if  Prop. 
13  passes  the  burden  of  property  taxes  will  shift  from  business  properties 
to  homeowners.    (Today  homeowners  in  San  Mateo  pay  50.3^  of  the  total 
property  tax  bill,  businesses  the  balance.)    If  J/G  passes  homeowners 
will  be  paying  60%  by  1983=    If,  on  the  other  hand  Prop.  13  fails,  and 
Prop.  8  passes,  by  I983  homeowners  will  only  be  paying  of  the  total 

property  tax  bill. 

The  Nichols  study  also  showed  that  by  1983*  53%  of ■  "the  San  Mateo 
taxpayers  would  be  paying  lower  taxes  under  Prop.  8  than  under  Prop,  13. 
The  proportion  would  keep  rising  each  year,  reaching  79%  in  1987-88. 

J/G  is  so  deceptively  simple  that  nobody  has  yet  done  a  complete 
analysis  of  its  insidiou-S  and  pernicious  effects.    For  example,  your 
editor  is  convinced  that  if  Prop.  I3  passes,  the  planned  Saks  Fifth 
Avenue  and  Neiman-IVfercus  stores  on  Union  Square  will  never  be  built. 

The  reason  is  simple,    Saks  and  Neiman-Marcus  must  conpete  with 
I.  Dfegnin  and  Macy's,    I.  Magnin  and  Macy's  have  existing  buildings 
which  under  Prop.  13  would  be  taxed  on  the  basis  of  their  1975  assessed 
values.    Saks  and  Neiman-Marcus  would  pay  taxes  based  on  the  actual 
cost  of  their  buildings  when  they  were  corrpleted  in  1979  or  198O.  That 
would  significantly  increase  the  fixed  costs  of  doing  business  and  put 
them  at  a  corrpetitive  disadvantage.    The  same  problem  will  apply  to 
Amfac  who  is  trying  to  sell  their  Liberty  House  stores.    Viho  will  buy 
these  stores  when  he  is  aware  that  the  properties  will  immediately  be 
reassessed  and  taxes  based  on  current  values  when  his  cornpetitors  are 
paying  property  taxes  based  on  1975  assessments?    If  Prop.  13  passes, 
it  will  be  a  long  time  before  you  see  a  new  supermarket  built  in 
California. 

Another  tidbit  from  the  Mayor's  press  conference:    all  City  employees 
who  are  not  laid  off  (except  Fire  &  Police)  will  work  a  thirty  hour  week, 
and  take  a  25%  reduction  in  pay. 


HISTORIC  NOTE 

IMs  is  not  the  first  time  there  has  been  a  tax  revolt  in  San 
Francisco.    Gladys  Hansen  reports  that  the  People's  Party  (nee  Vigilante 
Committee)  captured  control  of  the  newly  consolidated  city  and  county 
in  1856,    The  officials  elected  that  November  had  been  secretly  selected 
by  21  Vigilante  nominators.    Their  chief  concern:    taxes.    V/ithin  a  year 
they  had  reduced  taxes  by  75%  *    Many  children  were  excluded  from  schools 
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In  order  to  reduce  school  expenses.    Street  grading  was  stopped.  No 
more  sewers  were  installed.    They  stopped  buying  gas  for  the  street 
lanps.    According  to  John  P.  Young.  Editor  of  the  Chronicle  for  many 
years s  it  was  a  period  of  "do  nothing". 

The  People's  Party  lost  control  in  l877  and  the  V/asp  pointed  out, 
'"Biere  is  scarcely  another  town  in  the  United  States  the  size  of  San 
Francisco  where  there  is  no  free  public  library." 


APB—AME  KINCAID  SEEKS  KING  KONG 

All  diligence  is  requested  in  locating  and  securing  the  return  of 
King  Kong  to  Anne  Kincaid,  OAS. 


rvEETINGS 

The  Operations  Committee  of  the  Library  Cormiission  will  meet  after- 
noon at  5:00  P.M, ,  Friday,  my  19,  in  the  Commission  Room.    On  the  agenda 
will  be  the  meet.ing  room  policy  and  a  discussion  of  the  library  needs 
survey  as  it  pertains  to  operations. 

The  Personnel  Committee  of  the  Library  Conmission  will  meet  at  Noon, 
MDnday,  May  22,  in  the  Conmission  Room,    They  will  discuss  holidays  for 
part-time  enployees,  and  the  reduced  work  week  as  it  applies  to  CBTA 
enployees . 


THE  SPORTY  SCENE 

First  the  good  news:    Marilyn  Dong  and  Joan  Casserly  ran  in  the 
Bay-to-Breakers  and  finished  in  80  and  86  minutes  respectively,  not  to 
say  respectably.    Congratulations  to  both  of  them  for  the  fine  showing, 
and  for  avoiding  injury  in  the  melee. 

Now  the  bad  news:    our  softball  team  played  National  Trophy  last 
Friday  evening,  the  score  was  14  to  4.    You  guess  who  got  which.  Our 
correspondent,  P^sterioso,  reports  that  we  should  have  won  the  game, 
except  the  umpire  had  it  in  for  our  lads. 

The  Bookland  Dodgers  return  once  more  to  the  field  of  honor  this 
Friday  evening  at  9^05  P.M.  at  Jackson  Park  (17th  &  Carolina  Streets)  to 
face  the  Los  Angeles  team.    Let's  hope  nobody  gets  hurt. 

The  farm  team,  the  Hawalians,  have  won  their  last  two  games:  38  (!) 
to  Zip;  and  12  to  7. 


EXPLICATION 

Anne  Kincaid  insists  that  actually  she  is  seeking  only  a  l6nm  film 
titled  "King  Kong". 
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FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  CHILDREt^S  SERVICES 


DIAL-A-STORY  (626-6516)  May  22  -  28.    One  VJide  River  to  Cross,  a 
song  about  the  animals  of  Noah's  Ark  by  Ed  Emberlys  sung  by  Linda 
Geist linger. 


PROFESSIONAL  NOTES 

Arthur  Ashe  will  not  become  the  new  head  of  the  St,  Louis  Public 
Library.    The  job  instead  has  gone  to  Joan  Collett,  former  head  librarian 
in  Gary,  Indiana.    Yeh,  but  what  about  Ms.  Collett's  backhand? 


THE  SINECURE  SITUATION 

Our  search  for  an  Official  Punctuator  has  brought  us  three  responses 

1.  "l^at,  pray  tell^  is  an  ''Official  Punctuator"? 

Mary  Ellen  Smithy  Attorney  at  Law 

(Zounds  we  hope  r4s.  Smith's  interest  is  personals  not 
professional  -  Editor.) 

2.  "I  think  your  first  priority  should  be  a  proofreader  &  speller. 

Anon. 

3.  Memo  to:    David  (Censored)  Belch 
From:    Ide  Phine  Them 
Subject:    Official  Punctuator 

I  am  interested  in  the  job  of  official  punctuator  for 
the  City  and  County  Public  Library.    I  have  kept  my  interest 
in  your  past  editorials  and  am  convinced  that  there  is  dire 
need  for  such  a  job.    I  have  had  years  and  years  of 
experience  reading  the  funny  papers  and  although  this  has 
been  at  a  higher  level  than  the  Pseudepigrapha  I  feel  that 
this  advanced  training  would  be  beneficial.    Since  City  and 
County  wages  are  sooooo-low  I  would  only  ask  for  an  hourly 
wage  of  $32.4?  per  hour. 


SOMETIMES  ITS  HARD  TO  KNOW  WD  YOUR  FRIENDS  ARE 

...And  sometimes  people  don't  like  to  hear  the  truth. 

We  presume  by  now  everybody  has  read  the  slap  the  Examiner  took 
at  Our  Beloved  Publisher  last  Sunday,    However,  it  is  doubtful  that 
many  locally  have  seen  the  Los  Angeles  Times  editorial  of  May  12.  For 
your  delectation: 

CLOSING  THE  BOOKS  ON  PANIC 

Opponents  of  Proposition  13  have  too  many  strong  and  valid 
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arguments  against  the  controversial  initiative  to  discredit 
their  own  case  with  false  alarms.    But  the  city  librarian  of 
San  Francisco  has  done  just  that. 

John  Frantz  put  up  signs  in  all  of  the  city's  branch 
libraries  warning  patrons  that  if  the  Jarvis-Gann  amendment 
passes  on  June  6  "the  San  Francisco  Public  Library  WILL  CLOSE 
...Please  return  all  books  on  or  before  Friday 3  June  30." 

Viayor  George  ^'foscone  pronptly  told  Frantz  to  take  the 
signs  down  -  that  it  was  "premature"  to  assum^e  that  Proposition 
13  wou].d  cost  the  libraries  all  of  their  funding. 

The  Mayor  was  right.    Although  Jarvis-Gann  would  deprive 
local  governments  in  California  of  $7  billion  or  more  in 
property  taxes  -  their  principal  source  of  revenue  -  San 
Francisco  and  many  other  cities  and  counties  have  yet  to 
reach  a  fonnal  decision  on  V7hich  public  services  would  be 
cut,  and  to  what  degree. 

Obviously,  libraries  would  have  a  much  lower  priority 
than  would  essential  services  such  as  schools ^  police  and 
fire  protection  and  rubbish  collection. 

If  Proposition  13  passes,  and  if  the  Legislature  is 
either  slow  or  unwilling  to  replace  the  lost  local  revenues 
with  new  and  higher  state  taxes,  the  libraries  probably  will 
suffer  a  severe  curtailment  of  their  services,  which  could 
include  the  closing  of  a  number  of  branches.    The  contingency 
plans  of  Los  Angeles  city  and  county  governments  call  for  a 
sharp  reduction  in  library  services  if  the  initiative  becomes 
law. 

But  for  Frantz  to  announce  that  all  the  city's  libraries 
definitely  would  be  shut  down  is  the  sort  of  panic  tactic  that 
could  generate  voter  resistance  to  the  sound,  conpelling  case 
against  Proposition  13. 


Our  Publisher  has  sent  the  following  reply  to  the  Times: 

To  the  Editor: 

I  understand,  and  disagree  with,  your  editorial  advice 
of  IVlay  12  on  how  best  to  oppose  the  Jarvis-Gann  initiative. 

The  millions  of  Califomians  who  depend  on  their  local 
public  libraries  have  a  right  to  know  the  consequences  of 
this  simplistic  and  irresponsible  approach  to  property  tax 
reform. 

Some  facts: 

I  did  not  "put  up"  the  signs  warning  of  closed  libraries 
if  Proposition  13  is  adopted.    These  signs  were  designed, 
printed,  and  paid  for  by  Keep  Libraries  Alive,  Inc.,  a  private 
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non-profit  California  corporation » 

In  a  memo  dated  March  21  from  Mayor  MDscone  to  all  city 
department  heads,  he  listed  six  priority  services  which 
would  be  funded  at  some  reduced  level.    Other  services, 
including  libraries,  were  deemed  "unaffordable  luxuries," 
and  funds  ivould  be  available  only  for  the  physical  security 
of  closed  buildings. 

On  a  state-wide  basis,  89 ..9^  of  library  revenue  comes 
from  the  property  tax.    In  San  Francisco,  the  amount  is  97.85S. 


I  welcome  the  Times  as  an  ally  against  Jarvis-Gann ,  a 
measure  which  would  create  havoc  in  our  cities  and  cause  an 
educational  dark  age  which  could  extend  for  years , 

/s/  John  C.  Frantz 

San  Francisco  City  Librarian 


-  6  - 


■B. 


MAY  3  C 


VOLUME  15  -  NUMBER  20  flay  26,  1978 


COMMISSIOM  ID  CONSIDER  CONTINGENCY  PLANS 

The  Library  Comnission  will  hold  a  Special  Meeting  at  ^:30  P.M.  V/ednesdayj 
May  31 5  in  the  Lurie  Room,    The  purpose  of  this  meeting  will  be  to  consider 
the  inpact  of,  and  procedures  forj  closing  the  Library  on  June  30 3  1970  if 
the  Jarvis-Gann  initiative  passes. 


IRONY  3  YOUR  SPELL  IS  EVERYMiERE 

Mr.  Prantz  and  Commission  President  Englander  signed  last  week  the 
contract  that  would  provide  SFPL  with  a  new  automated  circulation  system 
from  CLSI.    We  understand  that  all  necessary  approvals  for  this  contract 
have  been  obtained.    We  hope  you  won't  think  us  cynical  if  we  suggest  that 
the  contract  might  not  be  mailed  until  June  7. 


REFERENCE  SURVEY  RESULTS 

A  reference  survey  was  conducted  at  the  Main  Library  during  the  week 
of  April  10-153  1978.    The  results  were  conpared  to  the  survey  taken  in 
i^rilj  1977.    The  following  information  was  obtained. 

..,12%  overall  increase  in  questions  asked  by  patrons  of  the  Main 
either  in  person  or  by  telephone e 

...  8^  increase  in  the  number  of  patrons  in  the  various  departments 
of  the  Main. 

Department  Average  number  of  patrons 

History  46.2 

Science/Tech.  45.5 

Literature  3^.5 

Art/Music  29.4 

General  Ref.  19.8 

Newspaper  Room  I8.O 


Department 


Average  number  of  patrons 


Periodical 
Registration 
Children's  Room 


17.5 
13.7 
10.9 


(most  users  in  area) 


...Busiest  time  of  day  -  2:30-3:30  for  all  departments  except: 


Children's  Room 
Registration 


10:30  and  4:30 
12:30  -  1:30 


IT'S  LIKE  A  SCAB 

It  is  obvious  that  the  proponents  of  the  dread  Jarvis-Gann  initiative 
have  not  heard  of  the  "Golden  Rule".    Most  of  their  ire  has  been  directed 
at  the  State  Legislatures  for  reasons  too  numberous  to  repeat  here. 
However  their  scheme.  Prop.  13 <>  will  injure  purely  local  governmental 
agencies.    VJhen  it  is  pointed  out  that  passage  of  J/G  will  mean  the  curtail- 
ment or  elnjnination  of  local  services  they  cryj  *'N0,  NO,  -  SCARE  TACTICS, 
SCARE  TACTICS!"    They  continue,  "Let's  send  a  message  to  those  popcorn 
balls  in  Sacramento!" 

They  apparently  don't  understand  their  own  proposal.    If  they  have 
their  way  on  June  6,  it  will  become  impossible  for  local  Jurisdictions 
to  raise  or  impose  taxes,  requiring  the  vote  of  2/3 's  of  the  qualified 
electors.    However,  it  will  be  possible,  if  difficult,  for  the  legislature 
to  raise  or  impose  taxes,  where  J/G  would  only  require  2/3 's  of  the 
members  to  approve.    Thus,  if  J/G  passes  there  will  probably  never  be 
any  new  taxes  on  a  local  level.    Efforts  to  Liprove  local  public  services, 
or  efforts  to  reestablish  those  eliminated  by  J/G,  vail  have  to  go  to 
Sacramento  to  get  money.    Which  brings  us  back  to  the  "Golden  Rule'". 

As  our  Mothers  taught  us,  "He  who  has  the  Gold  makes  the  Rules." 
With  local  government  emasculated,  local  control  of  schools  and  other 
public  services  will  be  a  thing  of  the  past.    The  Legislature  will  have 
the  Gold,  and  those  "popcorn  balls"  will  make  the  Rules. 

Another  thought:    if  J/G  passes  it  will  be  irrpossible  for  local 
jurisdictions  to  impose  or  raise  taxes  without  the  approval  of  2/3 's  of 
the  qualified  electors.    But,  it  will  still  be  possible  for  local 
jurisdictions  to  issue  a  general  obligation  bond  issue  ivith  the  approval 
of  2/3' s  of  those  voting  in  an  election,  not  easy  to  obtain,  but  it  just 
might  be  possible.    And,  the  local  jurisdictions  do  have  the  right  to 
increase  property  taxes  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  general  obligation 
bond  issues,  outside  of  the  restrictions  J/G  would  place  on  increases  in 
the  property  tax  rates.    Could  we  get  2/3 's  of  those  voting  on  November 
7  to  approve  a  general  obligation  bond  issue  to  reopen  and  operate  SFPL? 


The  Publisher's  letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  Los  Angeles  Times  (PIG, 
May  19)9  was  published  by  the  Times  in  their  edition  of  Sunday,  May  21. 


»»»»»» 
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From  the  Contra  Costa  Times  ^  IVIay  18: 


JARVIS  AND  MICKEY  MOUSE 

VJhat  do  Mickey  Mouse  and  Howard  Jarvis  have  in  common? 

They've  both  been  linmDrtallzed  on  the  faces  of  wrist 
watches . 

It  appears  the  latest  in  the  Prop.  13  (Jarvis-Gann  Initiative) 
canpaign  is  the  offering  of  a  Howard  Jarvis  wrist-watch,  replete 
with  caricature  of  a  spectacled  Jarvis  sitting  on  a  house  slashing 
a  banner  marked  "property  taxes^'  in  half  with  a  pair  of  scissors. 

The  motto  on  the  watch  is,  "Jarvis  Saves". 

And  there  are  no  nurribers.    The  hours  of  123  3  a  6  and  9  are 
indicated  by  dollar  signs. 

It's  too  bad  that  the  decision  of  whether  to  vote  for  or 
against  Jarvis'  tax  reform  isn't  as  easily  decided  as  whether  to 
buy  his  watch. 


DIAL-A-STQRY  (626-6516) 

May  30  -  June  4:  Fumio  and  the  Dolphins  by  Chiyoko  Nakatani,  told 
by  Ms.  Linda  Geist linger. 


DID  YOU  KNOW. . . 

...that  SPPL  has  an  Italian-American  Depository?   Well,  we  do.  It 
is  being  developed  in  cooperation  with  the  American  Italian  Historical 
Association,  Deanna  Gurnina  serves  as  curator.    It  is  located  in  the  San 
i¥ancisco  History  Room  under  the  watchful  and  benevolent  eye  of  Gladys 
Hansen . 

The  point  is,  if  someone  should  ask  you  for  directions  to,  or  you 
should  receive  mail  addressed  to  the  Italian- American  Depository,  please 
am  them  or  it  in  the  right  direction.    Your  cooperation  is  appreciated. 


SHORT,  BUT  NOT  SWEET 

SFPL  lost  to  Los  Angeles  last  Friday,  12  to  8  in  a  thriller.  Crowd 
turnout  was  great  but  our  heroes  just  couldn't  come  up  with  a  victory. 
Lost  for  the  season  is  2nd  baseman  Herb  Lum  who  suffered  a  finger  injury. 
There  will  be  no  game  this  week  due  to  Memorial  Day  holiday. 

The  Hawaiians  also  were  in  a  losing  mood,  they  did  it  15  to  1. 
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FROM  THE  LIBRARIMS'  GUILD 


The  Librarians '  Guild  will  not  meet  on  Thursday ,  June  1st .  Although 
that  is  the  date  on  which  our  regular  monthly  meeting  would  normally  be 
held,  the  meeting  this  month  has  been  changed  to  the  second  Thursday, 
June  8th  and  will  be  held  at  Joe  Sugg's  house,  715  Amazon  Avenue.  More 
on  that  next  week. 

In  lieu  of  the  June  1st  meeting,  members  are  urged  to  go  to  3068  - 
l6th  Street,  the  No  on  13  Headquarters,  and  volunteer  their  help  on  the 
campaign  during  that  evening.    3068  -  l6th  Street  is  located  between 
Mission  and  Valencia  Streets.    It  is  right  across  from  the  l6th  Street 
BART  station.    The  22  bus  goes  there  directly,  and  parking  isn't  difficult 
in  the  evening.    The  No  on  13  phone  number  is  863-7015-    Help  is  needed 
every  day  and  evening. 


FROM  THE  LIBRAJRY  WORKERS  COUNCIL 

ATTENTION:    Library  Technicians,  Library  Assistants,  Library  Clerical 
Workers,  Book  Repairers,  and  Library  Pages.    The  Library  Workers  Council 
will  be  meeting  to  plan  for  negotiations  with  library  management.  Please 
attend  and  discuss  your  ideas  about  grievances,  civil  service,  results  of 
Negotiations  Survey,  etc.    This  affects  everyone's  job.    Please  try  to 
attend, 

WHEN:     Thursday,  June  1,  1978 
WHERE:    Lurie  Room  —  Main  Library 
Tir^:     6:30  P.M.  to  8:^15  P.M. 


BELL  RINGING  NUPTIALS  PLAM-JED 

Carol  Braun  (Personnel)  and  Dennis  O'Keefe  will  conmit  matrimony  this 
Sunday,  ffey  28,  aboard  a  San  Francisco  Cable  Car.    They  have  asked  us  to 
extend  their  invitation  to  attend  this  Joyous  event.    They  will  board  the 
Cable  Car  at  the  Car  Bam,  Washington  &  Mason,  at  11:00  A.M.    The  ceremony 
itself  will  take  place  at  the  Victorian  Park,  Bay  and  Hyde  Streets,  at  noon, 

Our  best  wishes  to  Carol  and  Dennis  for  many  years  of  happiness. 


TO  THE  EDITOR:  "PSEUDAPIGRAPHA" 

If  the  advertised  position.  Official  Punctuator,  has  not  been  filled, 
please  consider  this  Memo  an  application  for  this  essential  post. 

May  academic  credentials,  set  forth  in  detail  in  the  Currlciolum 
Vitae  hereto  attached,  included  the  AA  (Associate  of  Apostrophes)  and  the 
Ph.  D  (Doctor  of  Parentheses).    IV^y  BS  (Bachelor  of  Semicolons)  and  M.S. 
(Master  of  Syllabification)  are  Honorary. 

^  work  experience  includes  three  years  with  Asterisk  Press  where  I 
supervised  three  Punctuators  I  in  deaccessioning  commas  from  the  New  Yorker 
and  inserting  them,  with  judicial  and  professional  precision,  in  the 
editorial  pages  of  Playboy,  Hustler,  and  Oul. 
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I'm  told  that  Dr.  Period  Paragraph  is  also  a  candidate.  He  couldn't 
punctuate  his  way  out  of  a  paperback. 


Anon. 
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FIRST  THE  GOOD  NEWS 


It  appears  that  the  cost  of  living  will  go  down  by  $2  a  fifth. 
NOW  THE  OTHER  STUFF 

At  their  special  meeting  Wednesday  the  Library  Commission  unanimously  adopted 
the  following  resolution: 

WHEREAS,  Mayor  Moscone  has  declared  his  intention  to  close  the  San  Francisco 

Public  Library  if  the  Jarvis-Gann  constitutional  amendment  is  adopted, 
and  no  alternative  sources  of  funds  are  available,  and, 

WHEREAS,  an  estimated  150,000-180,000  library  items  are  out  on  loan  on  any  one 
day,  mostly  for  a  three-week  period,  and, 

WHEREAS,  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Library  Commission  to  preserve, 

protect,  and  make  secure  books  and  other  materials  in  the  library's 
collections,  now  therefore, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,   that  the  City  Librarian  be-,  and  hereby  is.,  authorized  to  halt 
the  loan  of  circulating  materials,  suspend  the  issuance  of  borrowers'  cards,  stop 
taking  reserve  requests,  and  otherwise  to  take  steps  to  secure  the  collections  and 
properties  of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library  beginning  June  7,  if  Proposition  13 
is  approved  by  the  voters  on  June  6,  1978,  and, 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  the  City  Librarian  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  devise,  adopt  and  implement  the  necessary  procedures  for  an  orderly,  prudent, 
and  timely  cessation  of  any  and  all  library  activities  at  the  close  of  business  on 
June  30,  1978,  if  Proposition  13  is  approved  by  the  voters  on  June  6,   1978,  and  no 
assurances  have  been  received  from  duly  constituted  authority  that  funding  is  suffi- 
cient to  sustain  services. 


I 


LAYOFFS,  ETC. 


John  Walsh  of  Civil  Service  held  a  meeting  Thursday  morning  to  explain 
present  plans  for  layoffs.     The  following  is  an  attempt  to  summarize  what  he  said, 
but  even  if  we  report  him  accurately,  there  still  could  be  changes  when  the  Civil 
Service  Commission  acts  on  layoff  procedures  on  Monday,  June  5, 

...It  is  not  necessary  to  give  an  employee  "notice"  that  he  will  be  laid  off.  An 
Appointing  Officer  can  tell  you  this  is  your  last  day  of  work. 

...Layoffs  within  departments  will  be  strictly  by  seniority.     There  probably  will 
be  legal  challenges,  but  the  City  has  a  bona  fide  Seniority  list  and  these  have 
been  upheld  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

...If  you  are  laid  off,  and  you  have  more  than  five  years  seniority  in  your  class, 
you  may  bump  someone  in  the  same  classification  in  another  department  who  has 
less  than  five  years  seniority.     You  may  not  bump  someone  in  another  department 
with  more  than  five  years  seniority,  even  if  you  have  more  seniority  than  that 
person . 

...Technically,  nobody  will  actually  be  "laid  off",  they  will  be  placed  on  "involun- 
tary leave",  and  on  a  "holdover"  list  by  seniority  which  will  remain  in  effect 
for  five  years.    Holdovers  would  have  first  right  to  any  openings  in  their 
classification  (in  seniority  order)  during  that  five  year  period. 

...If  you  go  on  INVOLUNTARY  LEAVE  you  will  carry  forward  your  accumlated  Sick  Leave 
and  Vacation  until  such  time  as  you  return  to  the  City  payroll.     The  Retirement 
System  will  not  consider  the  period  you  are  on  Involuntary  leave  to  be  a  "break 
in  service"  and  those  who  are  in  the  "old"  retirement  program  would  continue  to 
be  in  that  program  when  they  returned  to  work.     (You  would  not  earn  credit 
toward  retirement  during  the  period  you  are  on  Involuntary  Leave.) 

...The  individual  may  elect,  rather  than  accept  Involuntary  Leave,  to  RESIGN.  In 
that  case  you  would  be  paid  for  all  vacation  you  have  accumulated  to  that  date, 
and  you  will  be  able  to  withdraw  your  contributions  to  the  Retirement  System, 
plus  interest,  or  accept  one  of  the  other  options  offered  by  the  Retirement 
System.     You  would  lose  your  accumulated  Sick  Leave.     If  you  should  ever  return 
to  employment  with  the  City  you  would  be  eligible  only  for  the  "Barbagelata" 
retirement  program  and  you  would  receive  credit  toward  retirement  for  your  pre- 
vious City  employment  only  if  you  repaid  to  the  Retirement  System  the  appropri- 
ate contributions  for  that  earlier  period. 

...If  you  are  old  enough  and  have  sufficient  City  employment  you  can  elect  to  RETIRE, 
In  that  instance  you  will- be  paid  according  to  a  formula  for  your  accumulated 
Sick  Leave.     You  would  also  be  paid  for  your  accumulated  Vacation.     Your  retire- 
ment benefits  would  be  based  upon  the  fiscal  year  of  highest  earnings  or  the  last 
26  payperiods,  which  ever  is  higher. 

...If  you  resign  or  retire  you  will  not  be  on  the  Holdover  list. 

...If  you  Resign,  you  will  not  be  allowed  to  continue  membership  in  Health  Service 
System,  Plan  I.     You  would,  at  your  own  expense,  be  able  to  continue  in  Health 
Service  System,  Plans  II  or  III.     (Details  on  these  were  published  in  Personnel 
Department  Notes  #102,  May  24,  1978.)     Provisions  are  available  for  those  who 
retire  to  continue  their  participation  in  the  health  insurance  programs. 
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...If  you  go  on  Involuntary  Leave  under  current  rules  you  would  be  able  to  maintain 

your  health  insurance  by  paying  your  share  of  the  monthly  cost,  but  there  is 

talk  of  changing  this  if  Proposition  13  passes  and  thousands  of  City  employees 
go  on  leave. 

...This  entire  discussion  is  repulsive. 

...You  are  eligible  for  Unemplojment  Compensation  either  if  you  go  on  "involuntary 
Leave"  or  if  you  resign  as  a  result  of  passage  of  Proposition  13.  Public 
Employees  are  currently  covered  and  there  is  no  reason  that  anyone  would  have  to 
wait  until  August  1,  as  was  previous  reported. 

— Walsh  predicted  that  the  Mayor  and  Supervisors  would  either  rescind  the  1978-79 
Salary  Standardization  Ordinance,  or  adopt  a  shorter  work  week  -  not  both.  He 
seemed  to  think  it  likely  that  the  Salary  Standardization  Ordinance  would  be 
allowed  to  go  into  effect,  but  that  City  Employees  would  be  put  on  a  30  (or 
some  other  number)  hour  week. 


FREE  TICKETS 

A  note  offering  free  tickets  to  the    ACT  production  of  ABSURD  PERSON  SINGU_- 
LAR  has  been  sent  to  all  departments  and  branches.     If  you  plan  to  take  advantage 
of  this  offer,  please  call  Eleanor  Clayton  and  make  your  reservations  as  soon  as 
possible. 


SOFTBALL 

The  Etookland  Dodgers  face  the  Galu  Realty  nine  (10  actually)  this  Friday 
evening,  at  7:40  p.m.,  at  Rolph  Park  #2,  Amy  &  Potrero  streets.     They  need  all  the 
support  they  can  get. 


DIAL-A-STORY 

(626-6516)  June  5  -  June  11.  Rrra-ah,  the  story  of  an  animal  captured  by 
children,  told  by  Linda  Geistlinger. 


WNBA  MEETING 

Former  boy  wonder  and  advertising  genius  Jerry  Mander,  author  of  the  new  book 
"Four  Arguments  for  the  Elimination  of  Television",  will  speak  at  the  June  13  dinner 
meeting  of  the  Women's  National  Book  Association  in  San  Francisco.     For  information 
or  reservations  cally  Peggy  Sarasohn  -  621-0837. 


IRMA  LAYE  RETIRES 

We're  all  going  to  Miss  Irma  Laye  who  retired  last  Friday,  and  almost  got 
away  before  a  coffee  could  be  held  in  her  honor.    We  received  this  week  a  note: 
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To  the  Staff: 


Many  thanks  to  everyone  who  made  my  retirement 
day  so  memorable,  so  special. 

The  gold  pin  is  lovely  and  I'll  think  of  all  of 
you  each  time  I  wear  it. 

Library  people  are  special  -  I  always  enjoyed 
working  with  them  and  treasure  their  friendship. 

Good  luck  to  all. 

/Sincerely, 
/s/  Irma  Laye 


GUILD  MEETING 

The  Librarians'  Guild  will  meet  at  6:30  p.m.,  Thursday,  June  8,  at  the  home 
of  Joe  Sugg,  715  Amazon  Avenue.    Members  should  check  the  minutes  of  the  May  Guild 
meeting  for  directions  on  "How  to  Get  There".     People  who  need  rides  or  who  can  give 
rides  should  let  Joe  know.    Joe  will  also  give  "live"directions  as  needed.  This 
will  be  an  important  meeting,  please  try  to  come, 

Joan  Jackson 


LIBRARY  COMMISSION 

The  Library  Commission  will  meet  at  7:30  p.m,,  Wednesday,  June  7,  at  West 
Portal  Branch.     Let  us  hope  that  it  will  be  a  very  boring  meeting. 


EXXON,  MOBIL  &  SFPL 

According  to  the  San  Francisco    Chronicle,  May  29 : 

"...the  library  has  money  of  its  own  through  bequests,  including 
an  oil  well  it  owns  in  Southern  California." 

To  the  Editor 

San  Francisco  Chronicle 

The  San  Francisco  Public  Library  does  not  own  an  oil  well  as  reported  in  the 
Chronicle  on  May  29 . 

The  terms  of  the  bequest  limit  the  expenditure  of  this  income  to  the 
purchase  of  books  and  other  library  materials  on  economic  and  political 
subjects.     These  funds  could  not,  therefore,  be  diverted  to  operational 
costs  if  Proposition  13  passes. 

/Sincerely  yours, 
/s/  John  C,  Frantz 
City  Librarian 
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APOLOGY 


We*re  sorry  that  this  edition  of  your  beloved  PIG  will  reach  you  later  than 
usual.     Unfortunately  the  "news"  this  week  took  place  on  Wednesday  afternoon  and 
Thursday  morning,  making  our  Noon  Wednesday  deadline  impossible.    We  hope  that 
you'll  all  have  restful  weekends  harborinf^  your  strength  to  vote  early  and  often  on 
Tuesday.    We  hope  that  the  lead  story  next  week  will  glory  in  the  exploit  of  the 
SFPL  polo  team. 
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NEXT  WEEK,   EAST  LYNN 


Our  correspondent  reports  that  the  people  of  California  have  passed  the 
Jarvis-Gann  initiative. 


If  this  report  proves  to  be  accurate,  some,  all,  or  none  of  the  following  may 

occur: 


...First  the  worst  -  the  PSEUDEPIGRAPHA  will  have  to  eliminate  all  complimentary 
subscriptions,  in  fact  it  is  possible  that  all  subscriptions  will  be  cancelled. 

...You  will  note  that  Mr.  Frantz  has  not,  at  least  at  this  writing,  stopped  the 
circulation  of  books,  etc.     It  does  appear  that  something  of  the  Library  will 
continue  to  exist  after  June  30.     Wednesday  morning  the  Mayor,  about  half  the 
Supervisors,  and  the  CAO,  held  a  press  conference  to  announce  plans  for  preparation 
of  a  new  budget  for  San  Francisco  to  be  adopted  before  June  30.     The  Mayor 
released  some  proposed  budget  figures  at  the  press  conference  and  later  in  the 
day  the  Mayor's  Budget  officer,  Rudolph  Nothenberg,  and  the  Budget  Analyst  for 
the  Board  of  Supervisors,  Harvey  Rose,  issued  a  joint  report  on  possible  approaches, 
to  the  budget.     Both  these  documents  propose  a  similar  approach: 

...In  the  "Worst  Case"  proposal  the  Library  would  receive  a  budget  for  1978/79  of  the 
Charter  mandated  minimum  of  $1,236,000  which  represents  16,3%  of  the  previously 
adopted  budget.     It  is  expected  that  SFPL  could,  on  that  budget,  operate  the  Main 
Library  four  days  a  week. 

...If  the  Board  of  Supervisors  will  agree  to  several  changes  in  the  method  of  City 
bookkeeping,  it  would  be  possible  to  provide  the  Library  with  a  budget  of 
$3,800,000,   50%  of  the  previously  uppiovod  budget. 

...If  the  Board  of  Supervisois  will  also  raise  some  taxes  and  provide  some  increased 
revenue  for  the  City,  it  is  possible  the  Library  would  receive  $5,300,000  to 
$5,800,000,  or  about  707o  of  the  previously  adopted  budget.     Mr.  Frantz  reported 
to  the  Library  Commission  Wednesday  evening  that  he  had  received  some  assurances 
from  City  Hall  that  there  would  be  a  real  effort  to  provide  funding  at  this  level. 

...Now  comes  the  waiting.     Between  now  and  June  30,  it  will  be  decided  if  SFPL  will 
have  a  budget  of  $1,236,000  or  $5,800,000,  or  almost  anyplace  in  between.  Until 
that  decision  has  been  reached  with  some  finality  it  will  be  impossible  to  predict 
Just  what  library  services  will  be  available  in  San  Francisco  after  June  30,  and 
it  will  be  impossible  to  determine  just  how  many  staff  members  will  be  employed. 


If  the  budget  is  adopted  at  the  "Worst  Case"  level  about  100  of  the  current  500 
employees  would  continue  to  be  employed.     If,  on  the  other  hand,  SFPL  receives 
funding  at  the  70%  level,  it  is  estimated  that  perhaps  as  many  as  400  employees 
would  be  retained, 

.Contrary  to  the  prediction  we  reported  last  week,   the  Mayor  now  proposes  that 
the  1978/79  Salary  Standardization  Ordinance  be  rescinded.     That  means  that  any- 
one still  employed  by  the  City  after  June  30  will  be  paid  based  on  the  1977-78 
salary  schedule,     BUT,  it  also  appears  that  most,  if  not  all,  of  those  still 
employed  will  be  working  a  reduced  schedule  -  32  or  36  hours  a  week,  at  80%  or 
90%  of  the  stated  salary. 

.The  City  is  making  a  concerted  effort  to  change  the  current  rules  covering  CETA 
workers  so  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  layoff  all  CETA  employees  in  a  classi 
f icatL  on  as  soon  as  a  single  permanent  employee  in  that  classification  is  laid 
off.    At  this  time  there  is  no  way  to  predict  if  they  will  be  successful  in  this 
effort. 

.The  Civil  Service  Commission  has  not  yet  adopted  a  lay  off  rule.     However,  we 
understand  that  there  is  already  one  important  change  in  the  proposal.     If  you 
are  to  be  laid  off  (and  you  can't  bump  someone  else)  you  will  be  given  a  choice: 
you  may  go  on  "involuntary  Leave"  and  retain  credit  for  accumulated  vacation, 
sick  pay,  etc.;  or  you  may  elect  to  "Resign"  and  collect  your  vacation  and  retire 
ment  system  contributions.     But,  in  either  case  you  would  be  able  to  retain  your 
position  on  the  "Holdover"  list. 

•The  Library  Commission  Wednesday  evening  was  devoted  to  a  detailed  discussion  of 
the  future  (?)  of  the  Library  but  they  declined  to  adopt  specific  plans  until 
more  reliable  information  on  the  probable  level  of  funding  is  available.  A 
Special  meeting  will  be  called  to  devise  a  new  budget  as  soon  as  the  appropriate 
information  is  available. 

•The  next  scheduled  meeting  of  the  Commission  will  be  at  7:30  p.m.,  Wednesday, 
July  5,  in  the  Commission  Room,  Main  Library.     Following  that  the  Commission  will 
meet  at  7:30  p.m.,  the  first  Tuesday  of  August,  September  and  October  in  the 
Commission  Room. 

•There  were  other  matters  mentioned  at  the  Commission  meeting  but  our  correspon- 
dent's notes  are  so  tear-stained  as  to  be  useless. 


WOULD  YOU  BELIEVE  ? 

The  contract  for  a  new  computer  controlled  circulation  system  for  SFPL  has 
been  signed  with  CLSI,  and  the  "hardware"  (forgive  us)  will  be  delivered  within  a 
week . 


FALLEN  FRIEND 

The  following  TWX  has  been  received  from  the    Alameda  County  Library: 

Because  our  Library  must  close  July  1st,  Alameda  Covinty  is  immediately  discon- 
tinuing circulation  and  interlibrary  loaning  of  all  library  materials  for  an 
unknown  period  of  time. 
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All  reserves  that  ACO  is  holding  for  you  will  be  returned,  books  currently  on 
loan  to  us  will  be  returned  to  you.  Please  return  any  and  all  Alameda  County 
books  out  on  loan  to  you,  and  our  reserves  in  your  files  can  be  tossed. 

Alameda  County  will  notify  you  when  we  can  again  participate  in  Interlibrary 
loaning. 

Thank  you  for  your  cooperation. 


THE  FIRST  LAY  OFF  ? 

George,  the  Library  cat,  hasn't  shown  up  for  work  in  the  basement  of  the  Main 
Library  this  week.     He  probably  sensed  impending  changes.     Donna,  in  the  Stockroom 
is  concerned  and  would  like  to  have  a  forwarding  address,  if  anyone  has  one. 


DIAL-A-STORY 

June  12-18:  Silly  riddles  and  rhymes  to  celebrate  "National  Be  Silly  Week", 
told  by  Ms.  Linda  Geistlinger.  (626-6516) 


FILM  MRATHON 

The  Communications  Center  will  show  films  newly  acquired  by  SFPL  from  10:00  a.m. 
till  5:00  p.m.,  Saturday,  June  24.     (Children's  Films:  1:00  to  2:00  p.m.)     This  will 
be  an  excellent  opportunity  for  everyone  to  see  some  of  the  new  films  available  for 
programs , 


REPORT  FROM  MYSTERIOSO 

Hooray! ! !  The  Bookland  Dodgers  finally  made  a  place  for  themselves  in  the  win 
column.  Last  Friday  they  beat  Galu  Realty  14  to  13  in  a  thrilling  last  inning  come- 
back. 

At  the  end  of  four  things  looked  rather  gloomy  with  our  lads  trailing  11  to  3 , 
Going  into  the  seventh  it  was  13  to  5.     The  end  seemed  near,  defeat  stared  them  in 
the  eye,  but  Louie  Fields  got  them  charged-up,  and  they  didn't  blink, 

"Mean"  Jean  Wright  hit  a  fly  to  center  which  was  boobled.     "Gorgeous"  Greg 
Stewart  walked.     Spike  Berthold  hit  a  sharp  grounder  to  shortstop  who  threw  the  ball 
away  into  the  stands,  two  runs  scoring.     Dave  Morro  smashed  a  single  up  the  middle, 
Spike  scoring.     Obviously  shaken  by  Louie  Fields*  opinion  of  his  pitching,   the  Galu 
pitcher  walked  "jolting"  Joe  Phillips  and  Dave  Gallerani .     With  the  bases  loaded 
John  "Super"  S tiger,  who  had  bashed  a  two-run  homer  in  the  fifth  strode  to  the  plate 
and  crunched  an  opposite  field  double  to  score  three  more  runs.     Robert  "Power" 
Mason  scored  Stiger  with  a  sharp  single  and  the  Library's  lovelies  were  trailing  by 
only  one  run . 

At  this  tense  moment  the  umpire  stepped  in  to  warn  that  time  was  short  the 
game  must  end  in  10  minutes. 

Equal  to  the  challenge,  Larry  "The  Rope"  Grain  blooped  a  double  scoring  Mason 
and  tying  the  score.     The  fans  went  mad. 
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Battling  the  clock,   "Big  Al"  Lura  sent  a  single  past  the  shortstop,  but  "Rope" 
was  held  at  third  by  a  perfect  throw  from  the  outfield.     "Mean"  Jean  stepped  into 
the  batter's  box  with  a  chance  to  win  it  all  with  runners  on  first  and  third.  A 
towering  fly  ball  to  leftcenter  allowed  the  Galu  fielders  to  crash  into  each  other, 
dropping  the  ball  -  Grain  scoring  the  winning  run. 

Fan. . . . tastic,  S.F.P.L.  wins  14  to  13. 

The  final  game  of  the  season  will  start  at  9:05  p.m.,   this  Friday,  June  9,  at 
Funston  #2,  Chestnut  and  Buchanan,   the  victims  will  be  the  Irish  Embassy.     Get  out 
and  cheer  our  team. 

Discussions  are  now  under  way  to  have  Louie  "Billy  Martin"  Fields  manage  a 
SFPL  entry  in  the  Siunmer  League  and  if  current  negotiations  work  out  we  could  field 
a  very  talented  team. 

(Neves  and  the  farm  team  won  again,  12  to  4.) 


The  balance  of  this  issue  of  the  PIG  has  been  cancelled  due  to  lack  of  interest. 
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lAlHERS  THE  HELL  IS  THE  CAVALRY? 

As  the  Ice  Age  approaches,  we  can  at  least  take  solace  from  the 
actions  of  Governor  Brown,  the  Legislature,  Tfeyor  IVfoscone,  and  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  who  are  moving  with  decisiveness  and  dispatch  to 
deal  with  the  effects  of  Prop.  13. 

By  now  all  SFPL  staff  meiribers  should  have  received  and  read  the 
meiTDrandum  distributed  by  Mr.  Frantz  on  Tuesday  which  outlined  in  some 
detail  what  is  now  know  about  the  possible  fate  of  the  Library.    As  this 
is  written,  there  have  been  no  changes  in  our  situation.    VJhen  anything 
significant  happens,  it  will  be  reported  promptly. 

In  the  meantime  let  us  all  enjoy  the  entertainment  offered  by  our 
elected  officials  in  their  stunning  demonstration  of  galacial  agility. 

(VJhich  ranlnds  one  of  a  really  great  POGO  strip  of  some  years  ago. 
Pogo  and  friends  were  playing  on  a  trampoline  which  they  declared  to  be 
the  "perfect  political  vehicle"  -  it  provides  lots  of  movement  and 
excitement  without  actually  going  anyivhere.) 

The  Mayor  has  asked  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  adopt  a  new  budget 
by  next  Monday,  June  19.  If  and  when  that  is  done,  we  should  know  how 
much  of  SFPL  will  continue  to  exist  after  June  30. 

In  1870  a  San  Francisco  employer  offered  the  following  advice  to 
his  enployees.    We  reprint  it  here  in  the  hopes  that  this  valuable 
guidance  will  be  of  some  benefit: 

"Each  employee  should  lay  aside  from  each 
pay  a  goodly  sum  of  his  earnings  for  his 
benefit  during  his  declining  years,  so  that 
he  will  not  become  a  burden  upon  the  charity 
of  his  bettors." 

Current  funding  for  the  Library  expires  on  Friday,  June  30,  two 
weeks  from  today. 


«  %  %  « 


The  Mayor  announced  Wednesday  that  the  City  has  established  a  Job 
placement  and  referral  program  for  City  employees  who  are  dismissed.  This 
is  located  in  Room  52-D  in  City  Hall,  telephone  558-2236. 

The  City  will  also  establish  a  support  program  at  the  City's  five 
community  health  centers  and  at  San  Francisco  General  and  laguna  Honda 
hospitals  to  provide  psychiatric  counseling  to  dismissed  City  enployees. 
This  program  will  start  July  1,  and  will  have  a  24  hour  telephone  hotline, 
565-5100.    This  program  will  also  provide  vocational  coijnseling,  processing 
unemployment  insurance  claims ^  general  counseling 3  credit  counseling, 
social  counseling s  and  help  in  processing  such  things  as  food  stamp 
applications . 

«     «  * 

To  minimize  the  Impact  of  Jarvis-Gann  on  library  employees,  and  to 
provide  maximum  public  service  hours,  mterials  expenditures  will  be 
sharply  reduced,  at  least  during  the  early  months  of  1978-79.  Subject 
to  additional  information  on  funds  available  for  next  year,  preparations 
have  been  made  to  cancel  all  standing  orders  effective  June  30,  and  a 
60-90  day  moratorium  on  new  orders  for  books  will  go  into  effect  on  July 
first . 

John  C.  Frantz 


MYSTSRIOSQ  ON  SOFTBALL 

The  Bookland  Dodgers  closed  their  season  with  a  l4  to  13  loss  to 
the  Irish  Einbassy  team  last  Friday  evening.    The  season  ended  in  acrimonious 
dispute  with  Dodger  fans  insisting  that  SFPL  actually  won  the  game  13  to  9. 

You  are  not  going  to  believe  what  happened!    Coming  to  bat  in  the 
last  inning  the  Dodgers  were  trailing  9  to  6,  and  the  unpire  informed 
Manager  Joe  Phillips  that  there  remained  five  minutes  to  play.  (The 
rules  state  that  the  games  will  be  no  longer  than  1  hour  and  20  minutes. ) 
Our  lads  erupted  for  seven  runs  and  led  13  to  9  when  the  gam^e  should  have 
been  stopped  at  10:25  pm.    Hov/ever,  the  umpire  let  the  game  continue 
until  11^05  pm,  by  which  time  the  Irish  team  was  leading  Ih  to  13 .  (V.'hy 
our  lads  didn't  sinply  walk  off  the  field  at  10:25  pm,  we  have  been 
unable  to  learn  -  Editor.) 

It  is  now  charged  that  the  unpire  spoke  with  a  distinct  Gaelic 
brougue . 

The  one  thing  our  team  didn't  cover  itself  with  this  season  was 
glory.    They  did  develop  one  new  star,  centerfielder  John  "The  Guard ' 
Stiger,  who  had  an  outstanding  season  in  the  field  and  at  bat.  ifew 
things  are  beginning  to  look  up  for  our  diamond  dandies  as  they  get 
reorganized  for  the  Summer  League,    New  T^lanager  Louie  Fields  is  expected 
to  develop  an  improved  level  of  team  play,  and  fielding. 

(Editor's  Note:    %sterioso,  our  Softball  correspondent,  is  being 
sent  back  to  the  minor  leagues  for  further  seasoning.    He  goes  with  our 
thanks  for  his  valiant  efforts,  he  was  just  in  over  his  head.    The  PIG 
hopes  to  have  a  real  big  leaguer  on  the  softball  beat  by  the  time  the 
Summer  League  begins.) 


COMMISSION  MEETPJG 

There  will  be  a  Special  Meeting  of  the  Library  Conmlssion  at  7:00  pm, 
Wednesday 3  June  21  j  in  the  Commission  Room,  Main  Library.    They  will 
discuss  revised  library  expenditure  alternatives  for  Fiscal  Year  1978-79. 


SOME  THINGS  YOU  Cm  COUNT  ON 

DIAL-A-STORY  continues  24  hours  a  day,  with  a  new  story  starting 
Monday,  June  19.    Grace  Ruth  vn.ll  read  next  week's  story,  but  we  haven't 
been  able  to  find  out  what  it  will  be.    Dial  626-6516  and  be  surprised. 
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OBSEQUIES  DEEERRED 

One  thing  that  we  should  all  have  learned  from  the  events  of  the  past 
several  months  is  an  unbending  scepticism.    Do  not  believe  anything  anybody 
tells  you 3  do  not  believe  anything  you  read,  even  if  it  appears  in  thJ.s 
modest  journal. 

Contrary  to  anything  anybody  told  you,  and  contrary  to  anything  you  may 
have  read,  here  or  elsewhere,  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library  now  expects 
to  have  a  budget  for  1978-79  (that  in  itself  is  good  news)  of  $6,458,535 
which  is  only  a  7.6^  reduction  from  our  1977-78  budget,  or  a  15^  reduction 
from  the  1978-79  budget  that  was  adopted  several  weeks  ago. 

If  the  $6,458,535  figure  is  accurate,  and  we  should  know  for  sure  by 
early  next  week,  it  will  mean: 

. . .No  library  enployee  will  be  laid  off. 

...The  only  librarians  working  a  "reduced  work  week"  v;ill 
be  those  who  do  so  voluntarily. 

...All  library  facilities  will  continue  to  operate  on  their 
current  schedules. 

...The  only  significant  difference  will  be  that  we  will 
continue  to  be  paid  according  to  the  1977-78  salary 
schedules.    Ihe  raises  adopted  in  the  1978-79  Salary 
Standardization  Ordinance  have  been  rescinded. 

...In  order  to  operate  within  the  $6,458,535  budget,  avoid 
layoffs  and  closures  of  facilities,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  make  cuts  in  the  book  budget  and  other  areas  of  the 
budget.    Details  are  not  yet  available. 

That  is  far  from  the  whole  story  however.    The  $6,458,535  budget  is 
based  on  the  expectation  that  San  Francisco  will  receive  a  minimum  of 
$50,000,000  from  the  State  surplus.    Should  the  City  receive  less  than 
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closure  of  library  facilities. 

The  Library  Commission  met  Wednesday  evening  and  approved  the  above 
approach  to  1978-79  spending  as  outlined  to  them  by  Mr.  Frantz.    It  is 
expected  that  the  Board  of  Supervisors  will  receive  from  Mayor  Moscone 
Monday,  and  adopt,  a  new  revised  1978-79  budget.    Variations  in  numbers  and 
details  can  occur  until  they  vote. 

It  was  pointed  out  at  the  Commission  meeting  that  we  all  owe  Supervisor 
Harvey  Milk  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Library's 
budget  on  several  occasions  during  the  past  two  weeks.    It  was  Milk  viho 
proposed  the  Supervisors'  resolution  urging  "100^"  financing  for  the 
Library.    That  resolution  passed  8  to  3.    Those  voting  "No"  were  Kopp, 
Dolson,  and  Gonzales.    Throughout  the  post-Prop.  13  imbroglio  the  Library 
has  received  synpathetlc  and  supportive  concern  from  ffeyor  Moscone  and  his 
staff. 

The  Conmlsslon  adopted  a  resolution  praising  Mr.  Prantz  for  his 
leadership  during  the  past  several  mionths  of  turmoil  and  tension.  They 
also  praised  the  Friends s  Keep  Libraries  Alive,  Commissioner  Stem  and  the 
Arts  Coalition,  and  the  Librarians'  &aild  for  their  outstanding  efforts  In 
the  canpaign  against  Prop.  13. 

There  was  a  general  agreement  that  the  Chicken  Little  approach  to 
Prop.  13  has  not  been  a  mistake.    Had  we  been  less  prominent  in  the  debate 
over  the  possible  consequences  of  the  passage  of  J/G,  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  SFPL  would  have  been  lost  in  the  post-passage  trauma.    As  it 
was,  both  the  opponents  and  proponents  of  Prop.  13  made  It  clear  that  they 
do  not  consider  the  library  budget  as  "fat",  and  that  they  value  library 
services.    We  must  be  thankful  for  that. 

»  «  » 

But,  even  as  we  heave  a  collective  sigh  of  relief,  we  must  also  realize 
that  the  real  moment  of  crises  has  not  passed,  it  was  Just  postponed.  San 
Francisco  avoided  massive  layoffs  and  the  closing  of  library  facilities 
only  througji  the  use  of  $75/$80/$100  million  of  "one  time"  money.  The 
state  surplus  next  year  won't  be  large  enough  to  provide  San  Francisco  with 
$50  million  for  the  1979-80  budget.    The  money  found  in  various  funds  is 
going  to  be  exhausted  in  1978-79-    Before  the  end  of  the  year  we'll  again 
be  faced  with  the  possibilities  of  major  reductions  in  funding  for  the 
library  as  we  begin  preparation  of  the  1979-80  budget. 

»  «  » 

At  the  recommendation  of  the  Coinnlsslon  and  the  Guild,  SFPL  will  be 
spending  a  great  deal  of  time  and  effort  In  the  coming  months  seeking  new, 
non-property  tax,  sources  of  funding  for  the  library. 

»  «  » 

One  of  the  great  losses  that  SFPL  has  suffered  as  a  result  of  this 
situation  will  not  soon  be  repaired.    Irraa  Laye,  Harriet  Collopy,  Anne 
Schofield,  and  Dorothy  Hult  have,  or  will  retire  the  end  of  the  month.  In 
more  normal  times  each  of  these  retirements  would  have  been  the  occasion 
of  sincere  and  elaborate  tributes.    Now  we  can  only  suggest  that  they  have 
each  earned  some  relief  from  the  frustrations  and  tensions  that  envelope 
the  library.    To  enuirerate  their  individual  and  collective  accaipllshments 
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and  contributions  would  earn  us  frowns  fron  the  Sierra  Club.    To  put  it 
sinply^  each  of  them  leaves  the  library  a  better  place  than  they  found  it, 
and  they  have  touched  and  improved  the  lives  of  unnumbered  individuals. 
They  retire  with  our  love  and  best  wishes  for  well  deserved  happiness. 

«  *  « 

Earlier  this  month  Mayor  Moscone  received  the  following  letter  from 
Jack  Kessler,  we  thought  you'd  enjoy  it: 

Dear  Mr.  Moscone: 

I  encourage  you  not  to  let  the  budget  cuts  which 
must  necessarily  follow  from  the  passage  of  Proporistion 
13  damage  the  excellence  of  our  San  Francisco  Public 
Library.    Among  the  public  libraries  of  the  several 
cities  in  which  I've  lived  gvt  library  is  the  finest. 
There  is  little  public  recognition  of  the  fact — or  I've 
heard  little  praise  among  the  criticism  the  library 
receives  J  from  time  to  time.    Still,  in  New  York  you 
never  can  find  your  book,  in  London  they  won*t  let  you 
take  it  out  (even  if  you  can  get  into  their  reading 
rooms) 3  in  Paris  the  cataloguing  is  chaotic,  and  almost 
everywhere  the  bureaucrats  are  very  unhelpful.  By 
conparison  at  least  our  library's  collection  is  very 
complete,  its  system  is  easy  to  use,  and  its  staff  is 
the  most  helpful  of  any  I've  ever  dealt  with. 

In  addition,  among  the  budget  cuts  which  you  will 
be  considering  there  will  be  few  which  would  threaten 
an  activity  more  vital  to  larger  numbers  of  the  poorer 
people  of  the  city  and  to  the  future  of  the  city  in 
general.    Books  are  where  you  learn  and  think  and  change 
and  come  up  v/ith  new  ideas,  and  if  you  can't  afford  to 
buy  them  you  get  them  at  the  library.    Look  into  those 
reading  rooms  across  the  plaza  from  your  offices  some 
day  and  you'll  see  students  finding  colleges,  young 
people  finding  careers,  older  people  changing  old  ideas 
and  imagining  new  ideas—not  today's  San  Francisco 
Establishment  but  tomorrow's,  and  they're  there  in 
large  numbers. 

Please  don't  let  the  cutbacks  damage  the  library. 
There  are  lots  of  city  services  that  do  things  for  people, 
but  the  library  is  one  of  the  few  that  enables  us  to  do 
things  for  ourselves.    We  need  to  preserve  that. 

Yours  truly, 

/s/  Jack  Kessler 

«  «  X 

We  understand  that  after  July  1,  the  current  hiring  freeze  will  end 
and  It  will  be  possible  to  fill  budgeted,  but  unfilled  positions. 
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»  «  « 


While  SFPL  has  escaped  the  fate  predicted  for  us,  at  least  for  the 
moment,  our  colleagues  at  Alamenda  County,  Oakland,  Berkeley,  Richmond, 
et  al,  have  not  been  so  fortunate.    The  prediction  published  here  on 
February  24,  that  Proposition  13  would  have  disasterous  results  for  public 
libraries  in  California,  did  apparently  have  some  basis  in  reality. 

We  must  also  expect  that  the  current  disarray  in  California  libraries 
will  lead  to  a  conplete  reevaluation  of  the  proposed  programs  of  the 
California  Library  Services  Board  established  under  SB  792,  and  the  use 
of  LSCA  funding  in  California. 


MOTHER  SUBJECT  -  ANY  OTHER  SUBJECT 

...The  ClSl  corrputer,  terminals,  and  other  equipment  has  arrived  and  is 
being  installed  in  the  former  OAS  office,  behind  General  Reference. 
(An  electrician  has  to  install  a  outlet  so  we  can  plug  all  this  damn 
stuff  in.)    After  testing,  the  conversion  process  will  begin. 

...The  Glen  Park  Branch  will  be  closed  next  week,  but  it  is  only  TET^ORARY. 
The  branch  is  moving  into  new  quarters  at  653  Chenery  Street.  They 
should  be  open  at  the  new  location  on  or  about  July  10. 

...Kurt  Herbert  Adler's  25  years  of  service  as  the  Director  of  the  San 
Francisco  Opera  Company  will  be  honored  at  a  gala  reception  at  the 
Archives  for  the  Performing  Arts,  Coinnunicatlons  Center  (nee  Presidio 
Branch),  3150  Sacramento,  6:30  to  9-30,  this  evening,  Friday,  June  23- 
You  are  Invited. 

...Mr,  Frantz  received  a  letter  from  Senator  Cranston:        was  pleased  to 
read  about  your  new  program  of  services  for  the  deaf. . .1  am  greatly 
encouraged  by  these  developments.    Public  libraries  are  a  valuable 
resource  which  should  be  available  to  benefit  all  of  us.  Please 
express  my  appreciation  to  all  of  the  people  involved  in  this  effort, 
/s/  Alan  Cranston" 

...The  Operations  Coimiittee  of  the  Library  Commission  will  meet  at  12:30  P.M., 
Monday,  June  26,  in  the  Commission  Room  to  discuss  the  Meeting  Room 
Policy. 

. .  .DIAL-A-STORY  tries  a  new  wrinkle  next  week.    There  will  be  two  stories. 
When  you  dial  626-6516  there  are  two  lines.    If  the  first  line  is  busy, 
you  are  automatically  connected  to  the  second  line.    If  you  get  the 
first  line  you  will  hear  "Chicken  Little",  or  if  you  get  the  second  line 
you'll  hear  "The  Little  Red  Ken".    Both  stories  are  told  by  Grace  Ruth. 
We  have  been  assured  that  there  is  no  political  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  the  fact  that  "Chicken  Little"  is  being  told.    Try  and  tell  that 
to  Foxy  Loxy! 

...On  June  4,  Ms.  Effie  Lee  Morris  vjas  honored  by  the  Bureau  of  Jewdsh 
Education  for  her  services  to  Jewish  children  and  Jewish  libraries. 

...HELP  WAlNiTED:    the  SFPL  Softball  is  seeking  talented  and  dedicated  athletes. 
(Those  with  concrete  hands  need  not  apply.)    You  have  to  be  willing  to 
attend  practice  sessions  and  team  meetings ,    League  play  begins  early  in 
August.    There  is  a  $10  entry  fee.    Contact  the  Supreme  Leader,  Louis 
Fields,  4674. 
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CRISES  SHORTFALL 

InexplicaJbly  this  week  has  not  produced,  yet,  a  crises  of  sufficiently 
malevolent  portent  to  justify  another  of  our  usual  little  horrror  stories. 
Sorry  about  that!    Tune  in  again  next  week. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  RETRACTION  ^  REVISION  AND  RECTIFICATION 

At  9:07  am.  Pacific  Daylight  Time,  Wednesday,  June  28,  1978,  A.D., 
City  Hall  informed  Mr.  Erantz  that  the  library  budget  for  1978-79,  which 
goes  into  effect  Saturday,  July  1,  will  be  $7,027,873.    This  number  is  one 
that  we  have  not  pre^/iously  heard.    It  is  larger  than  the  number  we 
reported  last  week  (up  $564,000);  it  is  actually  a  bigger  number  than  the 
library's  1977-78  budget  (up  $39,000):  but  it  is  littler  than  the  original 
number  proposed  for  1978-79  (down  $570,404). 

We  do  not  plan,  at  this  time,  to  present  an  elaborate  statistical 
analysis  of  this  latest  in  a  long  string  of  numbers.  In  fact,  now  all 
numbers  seem  to  be  identical.  Every  time  we  get  a  new  number  it  has  led 
to  laborious  and  detailed  examination  and  analysis  which  is  never  conpleted 
before  the  number  is  superseded  by  yet  another.  We're  going  to  v/ait  a 
week.  Then  if  this  latest  number  is  still  around,  we'll  try  to  figure 
out  what  It  really  means. 


MEETINGS 


The  Library  Conmlssion  will  neet  at  7:30  pm,  Wednesday,  July  5,  1978, 
in  the  Commission  Room. 


The  Librarians'  Guild  will  meet  at  6:30  pm,  Thursday,  July  6,  1978, 
In  the  Commission  Room. 


SCARE  TACTICS 


After  all  the  huggemugger  San  Francisco's  1978-79  budget  is  something 
around  $^4  million  less  than  it  x-zould  have  been  if  Prop.  13  had  not  passed  - 
and  yet  things  look  as  if  they  are  pretty  much  as  before.    The  Muni  is  still 
running,  at  the  old  fares,  the  police  and  fire  departments  are  still  at 
work,  and  the  library  is  still  open.    VJhat  happened? 

Well,  that's  a  long  story,  but  there  is  one  aspect  that  we  think 
you'll  find  interesting.    As  you  know  the  1978-79  salary  ordinance  has 
been  rescinded.    All  City  employees  will  be  paid  during  the  coming  year 
at  the  same  rate  they  have  been  paid  during  the  past  year.    VJhen  people 
are  thankful  that  they  haven't  been  fired ^  or  forced  to  work  a  reduced 
work  week,  they  don't  seem  to  get  too  excited  about  losing  some  money 
that  they  have  yet  to  see.    Bit  the  fact  remains  the  City  employees  will 
this  year  be  subsidising  the  City  and  County  to  the  tune  of  $23  to  $28 
million  dollars,  depending  upon  whose  figures  you  like  to  use. 

But  when  you  get  down  to  individual  cases  these  numbers  take  on  more 
meaning.    Did  you  realize  that  each  Custodian  will  be  donating  $260  to  the 
City  this  year?    A  full-time  Page  will  donate  $858.    A  Library  Tech.  I  v/ill 
donate  $1,222,  Library  Tech.  II  -  $1,^04;  Librarian  I  -  $1,53^;  Librarian 
II  -  $1,846;  Librarian  III  -  $2,080;  Clerk  Typist  -  $1,482;  David  Murphy  - 
$1,924;  George  Cerasi  -  $2,028;  your  Editor  -  $2,210;  and  the  Publisher  - 
$4,342.    (These  figures  may  not  be  exact,  but  in  most  cases  are  based  on 
the  first  step  of  the  salary  schedule.) 

It's  our  money  they  are  spending  -  let's  hope  they  won't  waste  any. 


FROM  THE  CULINARY  CORNER 

Due  to  an  overwhelming  demand  we  present : 

PATSY'S  SMOKED  OYSTER  MOUSE 

3/4  cup  consomme 
1  tsp  unflavored  gelatin 
8  oz  pkg  cream  cheese 
1  can  smoked  oysters 

Place  consomme  in  pan,  sprinkle  in  gelatin  and  heat 
til  gelatin  is  disolved.    Rinse  oysters  under  hot 
water  to  remove  oil.    Add  all  ingredients  to  blender 
and  whirl  until  smooth.    Pour  into  oiled  mold  and 
chill  until  firm. 


FROM  THE  MAIL  BOX 

June  26,  1978 

Dear  Friends, 

Your  beautiful  party  was  such  a  happy  conclusion  to  my  years  in  the 
library.    No  words  can  truly  convey      appreciation  to  all  those  who  made 
it  possible. 
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My  gift,  the  Waterford  pitcher  and  glasses,  will  always  be  "a  thing 
of  beauty  and  a  joy  forever".    Equally  treasured  will  be  the  hand-decorated 
card  and  the  many  good  wishes  that  acconpanied  it. 

In  return,  I  send  you  all  my  best  wishes  for  the  coming  year,  r^' 
interest  will  always  be  the  welfare  of  the  library  except  that  it  will  now 
be  from  the  other  side  of  the  desk. 

Gratefully  yours, 
/s/  Harriet  Collopy 


STOP  THE  PRESSES! ! ! 

Just  in  the  nick  of  time  a  crises  has  arisen  

James  Chaffee,  renowned  Library  Watchdog,  has  just  exposed  another 
SFPL  scandal.    At  a  hastily  called  press  conference  Chaffee  denounced  the 
Pseudeplgrapha  for  malfeasance,  malicious  moppery,  and  a  viscious  attempt 
to  mislead  and  confuse  the  library  staff,  the  Friends  of  the  Library,  and 
the  taxpayers  of  San  Francisco. 

As  graphic  proof  of  his  charges  Chaffee  submitted  in  evidence  a  copy 
of  the  Pig  for  May  5,  1978,  (Prosecution  Exhibit  #1)  whxich  is  clearly  labeled 
"VOLUME  15  -  NUMBER  l8".    Chaffee  then  submitted  a  copy  of  the  Pl£  for  May 
12,  1978,  (Prosecution  Exhibit  #2)  which  is  also  labeled  'VOLUME  15  - 
NUMBER  18".    Chaffee  then  proceeded  cleverly  to  demonstrate  that  all  editions 
of  the  Pseudeplgrapha  issued  since  that  time  are  irnproperly  numbered. 

The  Editor  of  the  Pseudepigrapba.  has  refused  to  comment  on  grounds . 
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ESCHEW  PLEDMASTICISM 


...The  Library  Commission  met  Wednesday  evening.    Mr.  Frantz  reported  that 
the  budget  figure  we  reported  last  week  still  appears  to  be  operative, 
but  no  details  are  yet  available.    (Much  will  depend  upon  policies 
adopted  by  the  City:    can  vacant  positions  be  filled,  etc.,  etc.) 

. .  .Mr.  Frantz  went  to  Sacramento  Thursday  (at  his  own  ej^ense  since  the 
City  will  no  longer  reimburse  for  travel)  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
California  Library  Services  Board  which  is  discussing  use  of  CLSA  funds 
to  support  local  library  services.    We'll  report  on  that  meeting  next  week. 

...Mrs.  r%cduff  reported  that  the  Friends  desire  that  when  a  new  Coordinator 
of  Children's  Services  is  appointed  that  the  scope  of  that  position  will 
be  expanded  to  include  more  services  to  teenagers. 

. . .The  Operations  Conmittee  of  the  Commission  (Commissioner  Yung,  Chairperson) 
submitted  the  fifth  draft  of  a  "Meeting  Room  Policy"  which  will  be  the 
subject  of  a  public  hearing  at  7:00  pm,  Thursday,  September  21. 

...It  was  reported  that  Vivian  Goodidji  is  retiring. 

...The  Commission  adopted  a  resolution  of  praise  of  Anne  Schofield  for  her 
many  ser^/ices  to  SFPL. 

...The  Librarians'  Guild  urged  that  the  Administration  and  Coimiission  prepare 
contingincy  plans  for  the  probable  reductions  in  library  support  for 
fiscal  1979-80,  and  pointed  out  that  the  Guild  had  already  submitted 
suggestions  for  reductions  in  the  number  of  branches,  with  increased 
hours  for  those  remaining. 

...Library  Gadfly  James  Chaffee  was  punctual  in  attendance,  but  left  at 
8:55  pm  during  Commissioner  Stem's  report  on  behalf  of  the  External 
Affairs  Committee. 

. . .The  Conmission  adopted  resolutions  of  appreciation  for  the  efforts  of 
Billie  Pearl-Schuler  and  Sally  Brunn  in  behalf  of  the  library. 


...Mr.  Cerasi  reported  that  the  Glen  Park  Branch  has  been  removed  from  the 
Diamond  Street  location  and  will  reopen  on  Chenery  Street  as  soon  as 
things  can  be  put  back  together, 

. .  ,Mr.  Cerasi  read  a  letter  from  James  Chaffee  asking  that  the  following 
resolution  be  cnnsidered  by  the  Conmission: 

"Miereas;  we  recognize  that  the  Commission  has  proven  itself 
to  be  incompetent  in  managing  its'  affairs  with  respect  to 
the  Brown  Act;  and 3 

Whereas;  publicity  surrounding  future  violation  of  the  Brown 
Act  is  likely  to  prove  harmful  to  the  Library. 

Therefore  here  be  it  resolved:  lhat  all  the  affairs  of  the 
Commission  be  turned  over  to  the  City  Attorney  for  review." 

The  discussion  died  for  lack  of  a  motion  and  Cornnlssion  President  Englander 
Instructed  that  the  minutes  show  that  Mr.  Chaffee's  suggestion  had  been 
considered. 

...There  will  be  no  meeting  of  the  Library  Commission  in  August,  unless  it 
is  necessary  to  hold  a  special  meeting.    The  next  regular  meeting  of  the 
Commission  will  be  at  7:30  pm^  Tuesday  j  September  5.    For  the  balance  of 
1978  all  meetings  of  the  Commission  will  be  held  at  the  Pfein  Library  at 
7:30  pm  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  month. 


NEW  CLA  BAY  AREA  GROUP 

The  first  meeting  of  the  newly  created  Bay  Area  Chapter  of  the 
California  Library  Association  is  scheduled  to  be  held  on  Saturday,  July 
15 >  1978,  in  the  Lurie  Room  of  the  min  Library,  beginning  at  9:30  am.  The 
program  agenda  for  the  day  should  be  of  primary  interest  to  library  staff 
members  and  to  anyone  concerned  about  the  current  status  and  possible  fate 
of  tax-supported  libraries  in  this  area.    Program  Chairperson  is  Barbara 
Canpbellj  Santa  Clara  County  Librarian. 

In  addition  to  an  update  on  the  public  funding  crisis,  the  morning 
session  will  include  a  report  on  CLA  activities  and  a  discussion  dealing 
with  organizing  the  Bay  Area  Chapter.    The  afternoon  program  \^o.ll  feature 
caucus  groups  to  discuss  and  share  particular  concerns,    Mark  your  calendar 
now  so  that  you  won't  miss  this  Irrportant  m-eeting. 

For  further  information  contact  William  Ramirez  at  558-3^71. 


DEAR  FRIENDS  AND  COLLEAGUES 

I  leave  you  to  pursue  another  way  of  life  with  mixed  feelings  of  regret 
and  anticipation. 

I  shall  never  forget  the  meaningful  professional  associations,  the  deep 
friendships,  and  countless  learning  experiences  I  have  received  by  serving 
at  SFPL. 


-  2  - 


Thank  you  for  the  syiribols  of  your  respect  for  mej  the  friendship  dinner, 
the  lovely  hand  carved  Ivory  and  gold  necklace  from  the  Children's  Librarians, 
the  beautiful  jade  fish  from  the  Adult  Librarians  who  attended  the  diriner, 
the  hand  made  card  signed  by  all  of  you  and  the  manila  envelope  decorated 
\^^th  a  fish.    Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  could  not  attend  the  dinner  for  your 
gifts,  cards  and  telegrams. 

The  "Resolution"  hangs  in  a  very  special  place  in  my  home  and  will  be 
a  constant  reminder  of  our  over  thirty  year  association,  not  that  I  would 
ever  need  a  reminder! 

Although  all  of  you  have  a  special  place  in  my  memory  box,  the  Children's 
Librarians  and  ray  fifteen  months  of  serving  as  Children's  Coordinator  will 
always  be  the  extra  special  memory. 

Please,  always  remember  that  the  children  of  San  Francisco  are  a  very 
Important  part  of  the  constituency  of  the  Public  Library. 

I  will  always  be  interested  in  the  Library's  progress  and  I  wish  you 
all  the  very  best  of  luck  in  the  coining  years. 

Sincerely , 

/s/  Dorothy  A.  Hult 


SHORT  TAKES 

. .  .We  were  delighted  to  learn  that  John  Kenny  and  Barbara  Johnston  v/ere 

married  on  May  27th.    They  have  our  best  wishes  for  many  years  of  happiness. 

...Some  things  just  roll  along,  like  DIAL-A-STORY,  which  continues  24  hours 
a  day,  seven  days  a  week,  365  days  a  year,  except  in  leap  year  when  its 
366.    It  is  nice  to  know  that  there  are  some  things  you  can  count  on. 
Ihere  will  be  a  new  story  starting  Monday,  but  we  don't  know  what  it 
will  be.    You'll  just  have  to  dial  626-6516  and  find  out  for  yourself. 
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OTHER  THSCNGS 


•Newer  full-time  branch  staff  are  encouraged  to  attend  an  orientation 
tour  of  the  History  Department,  2:00  pm,  Tuesday,  July  l8.  Those 
v/lshing  to  attend  should  send  a  note  reserving  a  place  to  Eunice 
Parker,  Branch  Room,  by  July  14. 


.An  Interview  with  Linda  Geist linger  regarding  Dial-A-Story  will  be 
broadcast  sometime  this  week  on  KMEL,  106  FM. 

.Louie  "Supreme  Leader"  Fields  and  the  SFPL  Softball  te^m  will  hold  an 
important  meeting  and  practice  at  6:15  pm,  Friday,  July  l4,  at  Balboa 
Park,  Ocean  and  San  Jose  Streets.    Be  there.    The  team  needs  an 
Official  Scorekeeper,  they  will  supply  a  scorebook  and  pencil. 

.Next  week  Grace  Ruth  will  be  telling  "Harry  By  the  Sea",  adapted  from 
the  story  by  Gene  Zion,  on  DIAL-A-STORY  -  626-6516. 
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PLEASE  DISREGARD  PREVIQl^  REPORT! 


AND  !mEN  I  WROTE. . . 


...Congratulations  to  Florence  Mitchell  who  has  been  elected  President  of 
Local  400.  And,  to  Joan  Dillon,  Nancy  Musser  and  Joan  Goldman  who  were 
elected  to  the  Executive  Board. 


.  .We  just  discovered  that  the  31^  book  detection  system  has  been  in  full 
operation  at  the  Business  Library  since  late  June.    According  to  all 
reports  it  has  been  working  perfectly j  and  has  created  no  problems 
with  patrons.    Last  week  it  allowed  recovery  of  $200  plus  reference 
work,  and  has  thus  already  paid-back  more  than  10^  of  the  total  cost. 

.  .The  dull  roar  that  can  be  heard  these  days  in  the  northeast  comer  of 
General  Reference  is  the  CLSI  tapokata-tapocata  machine,  which  is  also 
apparently  operating  without  problem.    There  are  now  seven  terminals 
hooked-up  and  books  are  being  processed  into  the  memory  of  the  machine. 
You  can  tell  books  have  been  processed  by  their  "bar  code"  or  '* Zebra 
Stripes"  inside  the  front  cover.    The  next  step  will  be  to  process  new 
books  as  they  go  through  Catalog  Department.    It  will  be  several  days 
before  the  entire  book  collection  is  processed  into  the  system. 

.Glen  Park  is  now  open  at  Its  new  home  at  653  Chenery  Street.  Comnunlty 
interest  and  concern  has  been  high  and  a  formal  opening  celebration  will 
be  held  on  the  evening  of  July  28. 

.Plans  for  the  celebration  of  SFPL's  100th  birthday  next  spring  continue. 
An  application  for  a  grant  frcm  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities 
is  almost  conpleted.    Senator  Cranston  has  agreed  to  speak  at  the  first 
event  and  Daniel  Boorstln,  Librarian  of  Congress,  is  also  expected  to 
participate. . . .and  much,  much  more. 

.Don't  forget  the  Friends'  gigantic  sale  of  paperbacks  tomorrow  at  Fort 
Mason,  Building   #312.    All  paperbacks  will  be  20(|;,  or  7  for  $1. 
Hours:    10' am  till  5  pm. 


. . . DIAL-A-STORY  continues  In  Its  own  Ineffable  way,  but  we've  been  unable 
to  learn  what  story  will  be  featured  next  week.    You'll  just  have  to 
call  626-6516  and  find  out  for  yourself.', 

. . .Louie  Fields  reports  that  the  softball  team  looked  good  in  their  first 
practice  last  Friday  evening.    The  team  seerns  to  be  strongest  at  the 
Scorekeeper  position,  being  capably  handled  by  Helen  Stewart.  (I've 
always  said  that  if  you  have  a  good  scorekeeper,  the  rest  of  the  team 
doesn't  have  to  be  all  that  good.)    There  is  still  an  opening  for  an 
Official  Correspondent  to  record  their  exploits,  Mysterioso  broke  his 
pencil.    The  next  practice  will  be  at  7:00  pm,  Wednesday,  July  26,  at 
Rolph  Park,  Array  and  Potrero  Streets, 

. . .Bleeders  Needed.  The  annual  "Blood  Donation  Day"  for  City  Drployees 
will  be  held  in  the  Van  Ness  Lobby  of  City  Hall  on  Friday,  July  28. 
If  you,  or  any  of  your  family  has  ever  needed  blood  you'll  know  how 
valuable  it  is  to  have  credit  at  the  blood  bank.  Patsy  Sullivan  is 
coordinating  SFPL's  bloody  efforts.  Call  her  at  4235  and  volunteer 
today.    Participate  sanquineously ! 

...There  will  be  a  lunch  honoring  Vivian  Goodwin  next  Tuesday,  at  Knights. 
Cost:    $4.75  per  person.    If  you  wish  to  attend,  get  your  reservation 
(and  money)  to  Charlotte  Johnson  in  Catalog:    558-4634.    NO  LATER  THAI^ 
r/DNDAY. 

. ..IVIacy's  recently  shot  photographs  for  fashion  advertisements  at  the 
Communications  Center,    One  of  these,  ("The  Clonning  of  a  Pto") 
appeared  in  the  July  17,  New  West.    The  background  is  a  whole  range  of 
talking  books  -  too  bad  the  picture  wasn't  in  color, 

...The  editors  of  FREE  are  collecting  recipes  with  a  literary  flavor. 
(Stir  in  3  pounds  of  ground  essays?)  For  instance,  they  want  Archie 
Goodwin's  favorites,  or  William  Shakespeare's  favorite  savory.  All 
offering  \>rill  be  run  through  the  test  kitchen  at  Mig  layer's  or  Sue 
liaas's  and,  if  edible,  will  appear  in  future  issues  of  FREE  ^^'±th  proper 
acknowledgements,    (What  do  they  mean  -  "if  edible"???)    If  the 
response  is  overwhelming,  there  may  be  a  publication  in  the  future 
illustrated  by  Ed  Shickell. 

. ,,We  may  have  escaped  (for  the  moment)  the  serious  cuts  projected  as  a 
result  of  the  passage  of  Prop.  13s  but  some  others  have  not  been  so 
fortunate.    The  Tehama  County  Library  reports  a  budget  cut  of  20^; 
the  HQ  Library  in  Red  Bluff  has  reduced  open  hours  by  13  a  week;  and 
all  staff  salaries  and  step  increases  are  frozen.    The  Oceanside 
Public  Library  is  now  closed  on  Mondays,  and  film  service  is  no  longer 
provided.    The  Richmond  Public  Library  is  closed  on  Fridays.  Riverside 
City-County  Library  has  closed  seven  stations  and  asks  that  all  ILL 
requests  or  reserves  held  by  other  libraries  be  cancelled. 


REPORT  FROM  THE  FRONT  LINES 

Our  Correspondent,  Nancy  Kellum-Rose,  reports  on  the  recent  ALA 
conference  in  Chicago: 

"The  major  issues  at  ALA's  annual  conference  in  Chicago  were 
California's  Proposition  13  and  the  Equal  Rl^ts  Amendment.    The  Association 
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has  finally  put  its  economic  muscle  behind  its  conrnittirent  to  equal  rights 
for  80^  of  the  profession.    After  much  debate  and  parliamentary  wrangling 
both  Mentoership  and  Council  voted  to  move  Midwinter  1979  out  of  Chicago 
to  protest  Illinois'  most  recent  defeat  of  the  ERA  and  to  begin  plans  to 
relocate  ALA  headquarters  if  Illinois  fails  to  ratify  the  ERA  before  its 
expiration  date. 

The  most  talked  about  issue j  however,  was  Proposition  13  and  its  effect 
on  libraries.    Almost  every  speaker  I  heard  from  Robert  Wedgeworth,  in  his 
annual  report ,  to  Daniel  Schorr,  in  a  speech  on  National  Information  Policy, 
stressed  the  disastrous  effects  that  the  taxpayer  revolt  could  have  on  the 
nation's  libraries.    At  the  first  membership  meeting  I  presented  a  resolution 
on  California  libraries  which  had  been  developed  with  help  from  Bay  Area 
SRRT  and  Women  Libraiy  Workers.    It  allowed  California  librarians  to  tell 
association  members  exactly  what  was  happening  in  response  to  Jarvis/Gann. 
The  testimony  from  administrators,  school  librarians  and  front  line  branch 
people  was  very  moving  and  the  resolution  passed  easily.    It  calls  for  ALA 
to  oppose  any  cutbacks  in  California  library  service,  to  mount  a  major 
media  canpaign  to  alert  the  public  to  the  effects  of  tax  cuts  on  libraries, 
and  to  form  a  committee  to  explore  public  financing  alternatives  for 
libraries.    The  resolution  also  passed  Council  and  will  become  Association 
policy. 

I  have  two  committee  assignments  in  addition  to  my  Council  and 
Membership  activities.    I  serve  on  the  Council  Resolutions  Committee  which 
reviews  resolutions  coming  before  Council  and  provides  an  Inside  look  at 
the  workings  of  ALA  politics.    I'm  also  on  the  Young  Adult  Services  Divisions 
Committee  on  Sexism  in  Adolescent  Literature.    We're  preparing  a  slide  show 
of  sexist  advertisements  aimed  at  teenagers  in  magazines  and  on  record 
covers  and  book  Jackets  and  a  list  of  positive  image,  role  free  books. 
These  will  be  the  basis  of  a  program  for  next  year's  conference  in  Dallas. 

The  racism  and  sexism  /  Speaker  furor  quieted  down  but  did  not  disappear. 
The  majority  of  the  Intellectual  Freedom  Conmittee  is  still  unhappy  with 
ALA'S  activities  in  these  areas,  but  has  been  convened,  through  several 
hearings,  that  the  rest  of  the  association  does  not  see  any  conflict  between 
the  Library  Bill  of  Rights  and  ALA' s  opposition  to  racism  and  sexism.  The 
IPC  also  heard  testimony  from  members,  myself  Included,  who  were  concerned 
that  its  purist  focus  fails  to  address  the  read  intellectual  freedom  issues 
facing  libraries. 

I  also  heard  Peter  Spier  and  Katherine  Patterson  give  outstanding 
Newberry  -  Caldecott  acceptance  speeches,  heard  I^ssell  Shank's  priorities 
for  his  year  as  ALA  president  at  his  inaguration  and  heaixi  Rita  Mae  Bra.'m 
on  feminist  writing  and  publishing  at  a  SRRT  program." 
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It  should  come  as  no  suprise  that  our  spoken  language  contains  words 
and  constructions  that  have  yet  to  enter  our  written  language.  Notice  is 
hereby  given  that  one  such  may  soon  be  crossing  over. 

In  a  recent  article  in  Verbatim  two  scholars  from  Washington  University, 
St.  Louis,  report  that  a  word  which  has  apparently  been  in  wide  usage  for 
over  twenty  years  has  finally  been  seen  in  print.    Of  course,  the  vrord  was 
spelled  differently  in  these  two  appearances,  but  that  is  a  minor  problem 
which  linguists  \^11  eventually  settle. 

Bruce  B.  Olive  and  Carter  Revard  report  all  students  with  v^om  they 
have  discussed  the  subject  (and  their  inquires  cover  a  broad  geographic 
area)  are  familiar  with  the  word  "hurnongous"  and  strangely,  there  is 
unanimous  agreement  on  the  definition:    larger  than  life,  axvesome,  over- 
whelming, enormous.    Their  proposed  etymology  says  that  it  is  conposed  of 
huge  and  monstrous ,  "in  other  words ,  it  is  like  chortle  or  galumph,  Lewis 
Carroll  "portmanteaus." 

The  first  sighting  in  print  of  Uiis  valuable  new  addition  to  the 
lexicon  reported  by  Olive  and  Revard  occured  in  Flying  magazine  in  June 
1975. 

"The  metal  doors  were  incorpoarated  on  existing  airplanes,  at 
no  cost  to  the  customer  but  at  hunrjigcus  cost  to  Ro^larell>" 

A  second  appearance  in  print,  in  People  Magazine,  December  5,  1977, 
apparently  led  Olive  and  Revard  to  report  their  discovery. 

". .  .smirking,  humunguous  giant  clams." 

But,  now  we  must  part  conpany  with  Olive  and  Revard.    They  prefer  the 
spelling  as  it  appeared  in  Flying,  and  declare  the  People  usage  to  be 
"slightly  misspelled."    Pish  tosh. 


We  suspect  that  Olive  and  Revard  have  fallen  into  error  due  to  their 
geographic  isolation,  surrounded  by  Missouri  hillbillies  with  their  flat 
twang.    Only  in  Missouri  would  people  pronounce  this  new  morpheme,  as 
Olive  and  Revard  suggest  -  "hjumenges."    The  word  obviously  has  got  a 
great  big  "mung"  right  in  the  middle,  where  the  accent  should  be.  And 
the  "g"  has  got  to  have  a  big  dollop  of  back-tongue  nasal  in  it.  Really 
put  your  velum  and  glottis  into  this  word,  ENJOY  IT. 

In  any  event  we  welcome  "humunguous" ,  it  will  be  a  useful  and  sonorous 
addition  to  our  arsenal  of  weapons. 


NOTHING  HUMUNGUOUS  HAPPENED  THIS  WEEK. 

...A  volunteer,  male  librarian  type,  is  being  sought  to  provide  library 
services  to  the  inmates  at  the  Hall  of  Justice  every  Thursday  afternoon. 
If  you  are  interested  contact  Frank  Pinell. 

...Fran  Nielsen  in  Registration  is  seeldLng  a  small  desk,  "about  this  size." 
She  donated  some  of  her  furniture  to  the  new  computer  room  on  the  second 
floor  and  left  herself  short.    There  is  no  room  in  Registration  for  a 
big  desk,  so  look  around  and  see  if  you've  got  an  undernourished  desk 
that  you  can  spare. 

. .  .DIAL-A-STORY  continues  day-and-night,  night-and-day,  call  626-6516  and 
see  what  Linda  Geist linger  will  be  telling  this  week. 

...The  Librarians'  Guild  will  meet  at  6:30  p.m. ,  Thursday,  August  3,  in  the 
Commission  Room.    Hhe  proposed  disciplinary  procedures  will  be  under 
discussion, 

...The  Softball  team  will  face  Yo  Eleven  in  an  exhibition  game  at  7:00  p.m. , 
Wednesday,  August  2,  at  I^garet  Hayward  field,  Turk  and  Gough  Streets. 
We  were  half  right  last  week,  Helen  Stewart  and  Marilyn  Billups  will 
jointly  serve  as  official  scorekeeper  for  our  team,  and  its  still  the 
most  irrportant  position  on  the  roster.    We  still  need  a  Grant  land  Rice. 
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CRISES 3  DISASTERS,  CALAI^^TIES,  &  CATASTROPHES 

A  few  were  narrovjly  averted ,  but  none  actually  occuired  this  'A-eek.  Sorry. 


SERVICE  TO  THE  DEAF  WORKSHOP 

Thomas  J.  Falcon,  Deaf  Services  Specialist  at  the  Conmunications  Center, 
will  present  a  workshop,  "Across  the  Silence  Barrier",  for  all  interested 
Adult  and  Children's  librarians  on  Friday,  /oogust  11.    The  program,  a  general 
orientation  to  deafness,  will  begin  at  9:00  am  in  the  Lurie  Room.  Included 
will  be  a  videotape,  explanation  of  the  special  problems  and  needs  of  deaf 
people,  an  outline  of  library  services  to  the  deaf,  and  a  brief  introduction 
to  sign  language.    This  program  is  being  held  in  place  of  th^'ii!i3u^-.Tpon?:hly, 
OAS  meeting.  "     ^"-'^  ' 


¥Sm  LINT 
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. . .The  Coalition  to  Restore  Quality  Library  Service  is  flogging  a  T-shirt 
iiiprlnted,  "California  Libraries  /  Jarvis  Canned"  with  an  obviously 
disturbed  creature  pictured  in  a  garbage  can.    All  profits  from  the  sale 
of  these  will  be  used  to  lobby  for  better  public  support  of  libraries. 
Made  of  pre-shruric  100^  cotton,  the  shirts  com.e  in  ligit  blue  and  light 
yellow.    Sizes:    Sm.,  Med.,  Lg.  and  X-Lg, ,  the  cost:    a  trif fling  $7.00. 
Gloria  Hanson,  Excelsior  Branch,  is  taking  orders. 

...The  Friends'  paperback  books  sale  on  July  22,  recorded  income  of  $1,3^5 
on  sales  of  over  9,000  books. 

...James  Marshall,  author-illustrator  of  the  George  and  Martha  picture  books, 
"Speedboat",  and  others,  visited  with  Children's  Librarians  in  the  Main 
Children's  Room  on  July  26. 

...Dotty  M?/ers,  Ortega,  was  unable  to  attend  the  recent  reunion  of  her 
Washington  High  School  class  in  V/ashlngton,  Indiana. ...  .but ,  she  sent 
200  of  the  Friends'  plastic  book  bags,  which  as  you  might  remember,  say: 
"Meet  Me  at  the  San  Fi-ancisco  Public  LibraiT-"    We  could  not  learn  ;vhat 


year  Dotty  graduated. 


. .  .Terry  Lowry  of  Channel  4  visited  the  Main  Library  last  week  to  film  part 
of  a  series  she  is  doing  on  how  to  purchase  an  automobile,  intelligently. 
Both  History  and  Science  departments  provided  her  with  a  good  selection 
of  useful  materials.    The  section  shot  here  should  be  broadcast  on 
Tuesday,  September  12,  at  both  noon,  and  6:00  pm. 

. . .The  Friends  have  already  received  two  contributions  for  their  proposed 
anthology  of  literary  recipes,  both  from  Irving' s  "The  World  According 
to  Garp."  (But,  can  you  really  consider  a  burnt  green  pepper  a  recipe? 
We'll  wait  for  the  report  from  the  Sumig  testing  kitchens.) 

. .  .AT  NO  INCREASE  IN  PFIICE! ! !    DIAL-A-STORY  marches  on,  24  hours  a  day. 
Call  626-6516  and  see  what  fabulous  fables  Gelstlinger  will  be  telling 
this  week. 

...Our  Softball  team  got  off  to  a  good  beginning  with  an  exhibition  victory 
over  Yo  Eleven  last  week,  12  to  8.    There  will  be  one  more  practice/ 
exhibition  game  8:30  pm,  Wednesday^  August  9,  at  Rolph  Park,  Arrny  & 
Potrero  Streets,  and  then  the  real  season  begins.    The  first  league  game 
will -be  at  7:40  pm,  Mday,  August  11,  at  Jackson  Playground,  17th  & 
Carolina  Streets,  against  an  opponent  to  be  named  later. 

Herbert  Lum  has  asked  us  to  announce  that  all  softball  players  will 
have  to  submit  their  unlfom  money  by  August  11,  or  play  in  their 
sciwies . 

..."To  the  Staff  of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library, 

^/  sincere  thanks  to  all  for  the  gala  retirement  luncheon  at 
Knight's  new  restaurant  last  week.    To  see  so  many  friends,  from  all 
divisions  of  the  library,  and  covering  a  long  span  of  the  time  I  had 
worked  in  the  library,  made  it  a  very  joyous  occasion  for  me. 

The  gift  of  a  silver  serving  dish  in  my  favorite  shell  pattern 
is  one  I  will  treasure  always  and  know  that  I  shall  receive  pleasure 
from  using  it  for  years  to  come. 

Since  my  entire  career  was  spent  with  San  Francisco  Public  Library, 
I  shall  always  retain  an  interest  in  the  direction  it  takes  and  in 
the  advances  it  makes.    It  has  given      very  satisfying  memories  of 
my  working  years  thanks  to  both  staff  and  the  public  who  en,]oy  using 
the  library. 

Now  I  hope  to  gather  more  with  my  family  in  the  leisure  years  I 
am  starting. 

Vvith  fond  remembrance, 
/s/  Vivian  T.  Goodwin 


ALA  REPORT,  SECOND  VERSE 

"Not  wanting  to  repeat  what  Nancy  Kellum-Rose  has  already  reported, 
I  will  only  concur  that  Prop.  13  was  the  most  talked-about  issue  at  ALA. 
This  is  the  first  conference  where  I  cannot  remember  any  of  the  new  fall 
books  -  almost  my  ent-.it'c  tJmo  ^t.  hiie  ©xKlhite  was  ppent  answering  questions 
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from  concerned  strangers  as  well  as  publishers  about  the  fate  of  California 
libraries.  I  was  sorry  not  to  have  added  "Still  open  this  year"  after  SFPL 
on  my  conference  badge. 

Vsy  first  day  in  Chicago  was  spent  attending  a  jointly  sponsored 
AI^C/YASD  preconference  "Dispelling  the  Hi  Lo  Blues."    This  intensive 
workshop  was  well  planned,  from  the  ebullient  keynote  speaker.  Dr.  Mary 
Lenoxj  school  librarian  in  Chicago.,  to  the  final  (and  somev;hat  disappointing) 
after-dinner  speaker  author  Daniel  Cohen.    High-interest  low-vocabulary 
materials  were  discussed  from  many  points  of  view:    those  of  publisher, 
reviewer 3  librarian  and  reading  specialist.    Dr.  Patsy  Perritt  discussed 
reading  formulas,  and  then  each  table  discussed  and  evaluated  (using  the 
Fry  graph)  the  book  assigned  beforehand.    Tne  discussion  was  animated  as 
our  group  put  thuiribs  down  on  our  title. 

1%  second  day  provided  another  intensive  session  on  book  revievrLng, 
this  time  non- fiction  books  for  children.    Sponsored  by  the  Children's 
Book  Council/ALA  Joint  Committee,  the  moiTilng  featured  a  truly  upbeat  talk 
by  Dr.  Lazer  Goldberg  entitled  "The  Child's  Right  to  I^now;    Currents  of 
Change  in  the  Past  Tt^enty-Pive  Years."    His  strong  support  for  children 
and  children's  librarians  (as  the  "guardians  of  our  collective  memory") 
was  an  inspiration.    He  said,  "Children  are  bom  Homo  sapiens  but  they 
have  to  learn  to  be  human."    With  reference  to  Prop.  13,  he  continued, 
"With  no  libraries,  in  two  generations  children  would  lose  their  humanity." 
He  then  presented  a  list  of  humorous  slogans  which  contain  the  values  that 
he  feels  adults  must  transmit  to  children  (e.g.,  ''Hooray  for  us  all  and  the 
devil  will  find  no  hindmost,"  "Imaginative  errors  make  the  heart  grow 
fonder;"  "Measurableness  is  not  next  to  godllmess;"  and  "Children  should 
be  heard  even  if  they  can't  be  seen.")    A  panel  discussion  on  what 
constitutes  good  non-fiction  books  in  the  area  of  the  Social  Studies 
followed.    In  the  afternoon,  Zena  Sutherland  of  the  Bulletin  for  the 
Center  for  Children's  Books  and  Magaret  Bush  of  the  Simmons  Library 
(Eloise  Greenfield,  Howard  Greenfield,  Jamake  Highxvater,  Jill  Krementz 
and  Laurence  Pringle)  talked  about  their  works  of  non-fiction. 

Other  programs  I  attended  were  equally  thought-provoking,  AASL's 
"ABC's  of  Pluralism"  feasturing  Eloise  Greenfield,  Virginia  Driving 
Hawk  Sneve  and  Seymour  Rossel  emphasized  that  a  world  that  cannot  make 
use  of  its  pluralities  cannot  live  in  peace.    ALSC's  Intellectual  Freedom 
Committee  and  Discussion  Group  on  Sexism  in  Library  mterials  for 
Children's  "How  Equal  are  Children's  Fd-ghts?"  provided  a  variety  of 
points  of  view  (lawyer,  publisher,  teacher,  children's  coordinator,  city 
librarian)  about  issues  irlierent  in  providing  children  with  equal  access 
to  library  materials. 

Eight  fascinating  hours  were  spent  at  AISC's  "A  Story  Kaleidoscope" 
observing  and  enjoying  many  types  of  sror^^telling  includirxg  traditional. 
Signed  English,  interpretive  dance,  poetry,  sor^,  a  slide  presentation, 
flannel  boards,  mime  and  puppetry.    VJhile  the  quality  was  generally  high, 
I  came  away  with  a  very  positive  feeling  about  storytelling  at  SFPL  and 
especially  our  Trip  Trap  Troupe. 

1%  committee  assignment  continues  to  be  ALSC's  Toys,  Games  and  Realia 
Committee  which  conpleted  work  on  a  list  for  ages  6-12  and  is  now  working 
on  a  brochure  similar  to  that  for  Notable  Children's  Films  and  planning  an 
informal  "Swap  and  Share"  program  for  the  Dallas  Conference.    I  also 
attended  ALSC's  Selection  of  Foreign  Children's  Books  Committee  in  v^ose 
work  I  am  very  Interested. 
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A  few  personal  highlights  to  conclude.    Miss  Hult  generously  shared 
her  publishers'  Invitations  with  me  vrhlch  gave  me  the  opportunity  to  meet 
many  more  publishers  representatives j  editors  and  authors  including  Jill 
Krementz,  Eric  Carle ,  Trina  Hyman  and  David  Macaulay  v;ho  gave  a  fascinating 
slide  presentation  of  his  works  and  how  he  produces  them.    SFPL  also 
received  an  offer  from  Harcourt,  Brace  and  Jovanovich  to  have  Tomie  de 
Paola  give  a  program  in  December  after  CLi'u    I  would  encourage  everyone 
to  read  Katherine  Paterson's  and  Peter  Spier's  Newbery  and  Caldecott 
speeches  in  the  current  Top  of  the  News  or  the  August  issue  of  The  Horn 
Book.    Mr.  Spier's  remarks  about  the  awarding  of  such  honors  were  especially 
interesting  to  me  as  I  have  been  nominated  to  run  for  the  198O  Caldecott 
Committee  (the  first  year  the  two  awards  will  be  selected  by  separate 
conmittees). 

Grace  Ruth 
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The  New  York  Times  will  not  appear  today,  that  leaves  the  Pig  as  the  Journal 
of  Record.  IMf ortunately ,  the  only  news  we  know  is  not  fit  to  print. 

However 3  this  is  the  59th  anniversary  of  the  death  of  Andrew  Carnegie. 

And,  next  Tuesday,  August  15,  is  India's  Independence  Day,  so  Linda 
Geist linger  will  be  telling  "The  King's  Choice",  an  Indian  folk  tale,  on 
DIAL-A-STORY.  (626-6516) 

On  August  16,  1921,  Peter  I,  King  of  the  Serbs,  Croats,  and  Slovenes, 
died.    On  Wednesday,  August  16,  1978,  the  External  Affairs  Comnittee  of  the 
San  Francisco  Public  Library  Commission  will  meet  at  Noon  in  the  Comnission 
Room,  their  agenda  is  open. 

Thursday,  August  17,  is  the  Feast  Day  of  St.  Hyacinth  of  Cracow,  and 
the  Planning  Conmittee  of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library  Comnission  v;ill 
meet  at  10:00  am  in  the  Commission  Room.    Their  agenda  is  also  open.  (St. 
Hyacmth  died  in  1257.) 

The  Summer  issue  of  San  Francisco  Opera  Magazine  carrys  a  major  story 
by  Russell  Hartley,,  Director  of  the  Archives  for  the  Performing  Arts,  on 
opera  in  San  Francisco  before  the  San  Francisco  Opera. 

The  Beinecke  Library  at  Yale  University  is  the  largest  building  in 
the  world  entirely  devoted  to  rare  books  and  manuscripts. 

On  October  26  &  27,  the  Urban  Libraries  Council  will  gather  a  suitable 
panoply  of  savants  and  devines  in  Chicago  for  a  general  handwringing  session 
on  the  future  of  the  Dfein  Urban  Library.    Congressman  William  Ford  v;ill 
harangue  the  assembled  multitudes  on  a  national  infonnation  policy. 
Dr.  R.  Kathleen  Molz  will  disect  the  historical  role  and  functions  of  the 
main  library.    Dr.  Lowell  A.  Pfertln  will  pontificate  on  the  future  role  of 
the  urban  main  library.    (Speaking  in  rebuttal  of  this  presentation  will 
be  the  Scylia  and  Charybdis  of  the  library  world:    John  C.  Frantz  and 
John  F.  Anderson.)    Mrs.  Henriettte  D.  Avram,  Director  of  LC's  Network 
Development  will  lead  a  guided  tour  of  national  and  international  networking 
and  the  irrpact  thereof  on  urban  main  libraries.    The  peroration  will  be 
presented  by  Dr.  Lester  E.  Asheim,  Professor,  School  of  Library  Science, 


Ifrilversity  of  North  Carolina.    You  have  been  suitably  warned. 

Louie's  Lads,  our  sainted  Softball  team,  will  face  the  dread  "Wild 
Line-Up"  tonight  in  the  first  game  of  the  new  league  season.  Larruping 
Larry  Grain  will  be  on  the  mound.    The  rites  start  at  7:^0  pm  at  Jackson 
Playground,  17th  and  Carolina  Streets.    The  team  needs  your  moral  rein- 
forcement . 


FIRST  THE  GOOD  NEWS 

The  Pseudepigrapha  suspends  publication  with  this  issue!    This  should 
come  as  no  great  shocks  the  New  York  Times  has  been  closed  by  a  strike  j 
Outside  has  been  cut  back  from  monthly  to  bi  (or  semi)  monthly 3  and  is  being 
offered  for  sale  hither  and  yon.    The  world  of  print  is  in  a  state  of 
dlsairay.    Actually 3  your  humble  editor  is  off  on  vacation.    The  Publisher 
has  been  inundated  with  criticism  of  this  more  than  modest  journal,  but  has 
yet  to  receive  any  offers  of  constructive  contributions.    If  there  is  an 
incipient  William  Allen  VJhlte  about,  now  is  the  time  to  don  your  green 
celluloid  visor,  and  step  forward. 

It  has  been  a  rather  slow  news  seas.^n-^^'^but  should  something  truly 
earth-shattering  occur,  the  Publisher,;:^^ premised  to  hurl  himself  into 
the  breach.    DIAL-A-STORY  carry s  opf^i'^'""  v>o 

lORE  GOOD  ^]Ews 

SPPL's  Softball  team  got  off  tg^^\nagnlflcent  start  in  the  Sunmer 
League,  whonping  Wild  Lineup  25  tos^l    (This  was  the  first  time  in  history 
that  a  SFPL  team  has  ever  won  their  first  game  of  the  season.)    Now  managed 
by  'Fab'  Fields,  SFPL  splattered  hits  all  over  the  field,  28  in  all,  'Rope' 
Grain,  'Bean'  Melovlch,  and  "Stink;^^"  Stlger  each  got  four  b ingles. .  .but, 
'Stinky'  was  magnificently  inconsistent,  gathering  one  single,  one  double, 
one  triple,  and  one  home  run.    Every  member  of  the  squad  got  into  the  game 
and  they  demonstrated  great  teamwork  and  a  lot  of  hustle.    Once  or  twice 
they  got  a  little  carried  away  with  the  'hustle'  bit,  like  the  time  'Rope' 
slid  into  third  head-first,  Pete  Rose  style.    He  is  eiq^ected  to  recover. 

As  you  all  know  the  SFPL  softball  team  is  a  wholly  owned  subsidiary 
of  an  international  conglomerate  known  as  Friends  of  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Library,  or  the  Friends  for  short.    Grace  Macduff,  President  and 
Chief  Executive  Officer  of  the  Friends  is  known  to  take  a  great  personal 
Interest  in  the  fortunes  of  the  ball  team.    She  is  reportedly  highly  pleased 
with  the  work  of  new  manager  'Fab'  Fields,  but  then  most  owners  are  h^py 
with  their  managers  as  long  as  the  team  is  winning. 


'Fab'  and  Captain  Herby  Lum-Lum  have  devoted  a  great  deal  of  effort 
to  develop  strong  team  play.    Members  of  the  roster  Include:    'Ptope'  Grain, 
'Gorgeous'  Greg  Stewart,  'Big  Al'  Lum,  Dean  'Bean'  I^lovich,  'Spiderman' 
Sanders,  'Galloping'  Gallerani,  'Dazzling'  Dawydiak,  'Glove'  Stevenson , 
'Babes'  Bonifacio,  'Muscle'  Mason,  'Sugar'  Phillips,  'Stinky'  Stiger,  'Big  D' 
Marconi,  'Mighty'  Morro,  'Burly'  Berthold,  'Fearless'  Fradella,  and  the 
ever  popular  'l-^hopper'  Wright. 

And,  to  top  it  off,  the  team  really  looks  masculine  and  cute  in  their 
sweet  new  blue  uniforms. 

There  is  another  exciting  game  on  t^  tonight:    7:^0  pm,  Friday,  August 
18,  at  Rolph  Playground,  Army  &  Potrero  Streets,  when  our  lads  face  the 
West  Coast  Breakers.    You  are  cordially  invited. 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE 

Everyone  should  have  copies  of  the  new  (Spring  1978)  edition  of  the 
IMion  List  of  Periodicals  by  now.    Please  return  the  old  editions  to 
Periodical  Processing  for  re-cycling. 


TRIVIA  QUESTION 

What  world  famous,  soft-spoken  SFPL  Janitor  pitches  for  a  soft  ball  team 
that  has  won  its  league  chanpionship  eight  years  in  a  row? 
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FLASH!!! 

At  9:07  am,  Wednesday,  September  20,  1978,  Ali  eight  microfilm  readers 
in  the  Newspaper  Department  of  the  Main  Library  were  .OPERATIONAL! 

This,  one  of  the  great  technological  achievements  of  mankind  in  the 
post-industrial  era,  was  not  the  heroic  triunph  of  a  single  individual 
persevering  against  overwhelming  odds,  but  a  heart-wanning  demonstration  of 
the  human  potential  for  advancement  through  cooperative  effort.    Credit  is 
due  to  John  C.  Frantz,  City  Librarian,  for  inspirational  leadership,  to  Al 
Canpos  for  ingenious  tinkering,  and  to  the  Eastman  Kodak  Corporation  of 
Rochester,  New  York,  for  industrial  might.    (On  September  19,  Kodak  closed 
on  the  NYSE  at  63  1/2.) 

However,  some  of  the  luster  of  this  fantastic  achievement  was  dulled 
when  it  was  learned  that  the  library  owns  four  additional  microfilm  readers, 
all  of  them  inoperable.    But  these  have  been  physically  removed  from  the 
Newspaper  Department.    Hence  it  is  technically  correct  to  state  that  "all 
of  the  microfilm  readers  in  the  Newspaper  Department  are  operational" 
although  one  would  be  untruthful  if  one  reported  that  "all  of  the  Newspaper 
Department  microfilm  readers  are  operational." 

We  hope  for  a  late  update  on  this  fast  breaking  story  before  press  time. 

RAMP  PROJECTS  INCH  FQRl^fARD 

Do  you  remember  the  Community  Development  Act?    The  one  that  included 
funds  to  eliminate  architectural  barriers  from  public  buildings  so  that 
handicapped  persons  could  have  access  to  those  buildings?    And,  we're  sure 
you  also  remember  that  several  SFPL  facilities  were  supposed  to  have  such 
barriers  eliminated,  don't  you? 

Well  Wednesday  evening  the  Finance  Conmlttee  of  the  Board  of 

Supervisors  approved  funding  for  two  such  projects.    $85,000  was  approved 
for  an  entrance  rairp  for  the  Conmjnlcations  Center.    We  understand  that  plans 
are  conplete  and  this  project  will  go  out  for  bids  as  soon  as  the  full  Board 
of  Suoervlsors  has  voted  aoDroval. 


Also  approved  was  $l85sOOO  for  two  entrance  ramps  for  the  Main  Library, 
one  from  Fulton  Street  and  one  from  McAllister  Street.    This  project  Includes 
widening  the  front  stairs  and  moving  the  light  standards.    This  project  Is 
expected  to  go  to  bid  in  October  or  November. 

CKT,KRRATION  PLANNED 

Judith  Waldhom  and  Sally  Woodbrldge  are  the  authors  of  a  new  book: 
VICTORIA'S  LEGACY:    A  NEW  GUIDE  10  VICTORIAN  ARCHITECTURE  IN  THE  SAN  FTRANCISCO 
BAY  AREA,    You  are  Invited  to  a  party  In  celebration  of  Its  publication  from 
2:00  to  5:00  pm,  on  Sunday,  October  8,  at  Books  Plus,  3910  Twenty- fourth  Street. 

SFPL,  CLA,  CCHPP,  CTRAF  AND  T:ACP 

The  San  Francisco  Public  Library  (SFPL) ,  in  cooperation  with  the  California 
Library  Association  (CLA)  is  participating  In  a  project  entitled  Taxation:  A 
California  Perspective  (T:ACP).    T:ACP  is  a  statewide  educational  program 
sponsored  by  the  California  Tax  Reform  Association  Foundation  (CTRAF)  and 
funded  by  the  California  Council  for  the  Humanities  in  Public  Policy  (CCHPP). 
(The  foregoing  is  the  longest  palindrome  that  has  yet  appeared  in  this 
publication! ) 

SFPL  has  established  five  T:ACP  center:    History  Department;  Business 
Library;  and  the  West  Portal,  Richmond  and  Sunset  Branches.    These  centers 
consist  of  a  set  of  nine  paperback  books  on  tax  policy,  posters  and  bookmarks. 
Smaller  displays  and  selected  publications  have  been  sent  to  all  other  branches. 

This  project  is  being  supported  by  a  15-week  Courses  By  Newspaper  (CbyN) 
series,  radio  programs,  conmunity  forums,  credit  courses  at  colleges  and 
universities,  etc.    Copies  of  A  Peoples  Guide  To  California  Taxes,  and  the 
reprint  booklet  for  the  CbyN  series  ivill  be  available  for  all  branches  not 
receiving  the  full  Center. 


DIA]>A-STORY        DIAL-A-STORY        DIAL-A-STORY        DIAL-A-STORY  DIAL-A-STORY 
626-6516  626-6516  626-6516  626-6516  626-6516 

All  Day,  Every  Day;  All  Night,  Every  Night;  All  Day,  Every  Day;  All  Night,  Every 

STEERING  COMMITTEE  NAMED 

The  State  Librarian  has  announced  the  appointment  of  the  Steering  Committee 
for  the  California  State  Conference  on  Library  and  Information  Services. 
(That  is  the  Pre-White  House  Conference  do.)    They  are: 

Subcommittee  Chairperson 

Region  1,  Superior  Carole  Onorato,  State  Transportation 

California  Committee  member.  Placer  County  Board 

of  Education  member. 

Region  2,  San  Francisco  -  Allison  John,  Former  member.  United 

Monterey  Indian  Development  Association. 

Region  3,  San  Luis  Obispo  -  Shirley  Steams,  Los  Angeles  County 

Ids  Angeles  Library  Advisory  Council  member. 
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Region  4,  San  Joaquin  -  Tulare 


Annette  Rodriguez,  Recruitment  specialist, 
Fresno  Volunteer  Bureau. 


Region  5s  Inyo  -  Riverside  Dr.  Hazel  Russell,  Brployee  of  Office  of 

Rehabilitation,  Riverside. 

Region  6,  San  Diego  -  Inperial      I^garet  Castro,  Professional  Nurse,  faculty 

member  San  Diego  State  University. 


Program 
Finance 

Public  Relations 

Packet  Design 
Exhibits 

Delegate  Selection 
MARGINALIA 


Cecile  Caswell,  Assistant  Director, 
vocational  and  adult  education,  Santa 
Clara  County  Superintendent  of  Schools  Office. 

Herb  Lathan,  California  Ubrary  Services 
Board  member. 

Jacquee  Castain,  Marketing  Representative, 
Pacific  Telephone. 

Robert  Mackensen,  Architect. 

Dr.  James  Brown,  Retired  Professor  of 
Media,  San  Jose  State  University. 

Bob  IVbore,  Office  of  the  Governor. 


...The  Art  Commission's  annual  Festival  takes  place  in  Ci^/ic  Center  Plaza  next 
week.    We  are  pleased  that  they  will  honor  the  artistic  achievements  of 
Kay  Boyle  this  year.    This  is  only  the  second  time  that  the  Art  Commission 
has  acknowledged  that  literature  might  be  an  art.    Ihere  will  be  an  exhibit 
honoring  Miss  Boyle  in  the  Art  Commission  gallery,  Capricorn  Assunder. . .but 
the  really  interesting  exhibit  about  her  work  will  be  in  the  Main  Library, 
third  floor  exhibit  area.    There  will  be  first  editions  of  all  of  her 
major  works,  plus  manuscripts  and  ephemera.    The  materials  being  shown 
are  from  her  own  library.  (September  25-October  28) 

. .  .It  is  good  news  that  there  will  be  a  San  Francisco  Book  Fair  this  year. 
(They  didn't  make  it  last  year.)    This  year  the  UC  Extension  will  Join 
the  Frrlends  of  Books  and  Comics  in  sponsorship  of  the  event  that  will 
Include  participation  of  rrore  than  300  small  and  independent  publishers. 
Saturday,  Sunday  &  Kmday  (Columbus  Day),  October  7,  8,  &  9.    At  UC 
Extension,  55  Laguna,  at  Market.    10:00  am  to  7:00  pm  Saturday,  10:00  am 
to  6:00  pm  Sunday,  and  10:00  am  to  4:00  pm  Monday.    This  is  always  a 
fascinating  experience. 

...Our  word  "humongous"  is  making  it.    It  was  recently  used  by  the  very- 
establishment  house  of  Doubleday  in  a  news  release  to  describe  the  advance 
they  paid  for  "The  Harvard  Lanpoon  Book  of  College  Life."    (The  Lampoon 
was  ^ven  a  "humongous"  advance . . . )    They  went  on :    "The  sum  of  money  paid 
is  believed  to  be  the  largest  advance  ever  given  to  irresponsible  minors." 

. .  .Speaking  of  the  Lanpoon,  we've  been  searching  the  papers  in  vain  for  a 
report  of  their  First  Annual  Bad  Books  Awards  which  were  si^posed  to  have 
been  announced  on  September  l4.  According  to  the  invitation  we  received, 
this  was  to  be  a  "freeloader-studded  gala  party" . . .  "with  familiar  f Ig-ores 
in  the  literary  world  who  have  nothing  better  to  do  on  Tuesday  nights". . . 
"free  pony  rides  for  the  children  of  book  reviewers". .  ."Memorial  ser^/ices 
will  imrrediately  follow  the  reception  which  will  also  feature  a  nude  disco 


.Our  Softball  team  continues  to  be  an  enigna.    Since  last  we  reported  they 
have  played  four  games  and  were  outscored  by  the  opposition  3^  to  33. 
Oifortunately,  that  worked  out  to  two  losses,  one  tie,  and  but  a  single 
victory.    "Flaky"  Fields  held  a  special  meeting  of  his  squad  this  week  to 
explain  that  the  winner  in  softball  is  the  team  that  scores  more  runs  than 
the  other  team.    They  will  try  to  apply  this  new  theory  in  a  contest  v/lth 
Club  4503  at  9:05  pm,  Friday  3  September  22,  at  Rolph  #1,  Army  &  Potrero 
Streets . 
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It  is  with  some  heslte^^^^M?ftat  we  again  mention  Prop.  13,  a  subject  that 
now  receives  intensive  attention  from  publications  with  far  wider  distribution 
than  this  modest  Journal  of  coy  pedantry. 


July  1  has  come  and  gone  and  SPPL  apparently  goes  on.    We'll  not  yet 
offer  predictions  extending  beyond  the  current  budget  year.    Too  many  people 
have  taken  delight  in  bashing  us  upside  the  head  for  past  prognostications 
which  turned  out  to  be  somewhat  less  than  accurate. 

But,  we  should  not  let  our  Immediate  situation  blind  us  to  the  broader 
picture.    We  recently  received  copies  of  PROPOSITION  13  IMPACT  being  published 
by  Jacquelyn  Marie  and  Anna  Thome  of  Women  Library  Workers.    They  are  doing 
an  outstanding  job  of  gathering  infonnation  about  just  what  has  happened  to 
Bay  Area  libraries  since  passage  of  Prop.  13. 

In  their  first  two  issues  Warle  &  Thome  report  on  the  post-Prop.  13 
budgets  of  25  libraries  that  have  suffered  cumulative  cuts  of  $6,917,000  from 
last  year.    We  don't  have  the  space  to  present  all  of  the  bloody  details,  but 
we'll  try  to  give  you  a  flavor: 

...Alameda  County  PL  staff  was  cut  by  177  positions. 
...Solano  County  staff  was  cut  by  267-9  positions. 
...Marin  County  staff  was  cut  by  17  positions. 
...San  Mateo  County  staff  was  cut  by  82  positions. 
...Santa  Clara  County  staff  was  cut  by  11  positions. 
...Berkeley  staff  was  cut  by  21.6  positions. 
...Alameda  (city)  staff  was  cut  by  7  positions. 
...Daly  City  staff  was  cut  by  26  positions. 
...Redwood  City  staff  was  cut  by  8  positions. 
...Sunnyvale  staff  was  cut  by  25  positions. 
...Richmond  staff  was  cut  by  17  positions. 

...Contra  Costa  County  must  eliminate  9  positions  by  attrition. 
...Oakland  must  eliminate  13  positions  by  attrition. 


The  above  represents  the  loss  of  684.5  library  positions  in  the  Ijnnedlate 
Bay  Area  and  more  hours  and  services  than  we'd  care  to  calculate.    And  so  it 
goes. 

OTHER  SUBJECTS 

...The  Library  Commission  will  meet  at  7:30  p.m.,  Tuesday,  October  3, 
in  the  Comnission  Room,  Main  Library. 

•..The  Librarians'  Guild  will  nBet  at  6:30  p.m.,  Thursday,  October  5, 
at  the  Merced  Branch.    Joan  Jackson  reports,  "This  will  be  an 
iiiportant  meeting.    On  the  agenda:    1)  Ways  of  fighting  speed-ups 
in  the  Library;  and  2)  A  proposal  for  a  one-day  sick-in.  Opinions 
from  the  membership  are  needed.    We  hope  all  members  vd.ll  attend." 

...The  Women's  National  Book  Association  will  celebrate  their  Tenth 
Anniversary  with  a  dinner  meeting  on  Tuesday,  October  3,  at  the 
Cafe  Du  Nord.    The  subject  for  the  evening  will  be  "The  Book  World 
Then  and  Now",  and  "Future  directions  for  WNBA."    Speaking  about 
"Then"  will  be  City  Archivist  Gladys  Hansen,  "Speaking  about  "Now" 
will  be  Marie  Cant  Ion,  Editor,  Harper  and  Row.    For  information, 
reser^/ations ,  etc.,  call  Peggy  Sajrasohn:  621-0837- 

...Correction:    last  week  we  reported  that  Art  Commission  would  honor 
Kay  Boyle  with  exhibits  both  at  SPPL  and  their  Capricorn  Assunder 
gallery.    That  was  a  lie.    The  only  exhibit  honoring  Miss  Boyle  is 
the  one  on  the  third  floor  of  the  Main  Library  -  and  it  is  a  good 
one.    What  we  should  have  reported  is  that  video  tapes  of  lAlss  Boyle's 
readings  will  be  shown  in  the  Moebius  Video  Pavillion  during  the 
5-day  Art  Festival,  September  27-October  1,  in  Civic  Center. 

...The  former  John  Kenny,  Main  Libraiy  Exhibits  Chairman,  reports  that 
the  current  second  floor  exhibit  is  called,  "Manuscripts  and 
Monarchs;  an  Historical  Walkabout".    This  includes  letters,  documents, 
pictures,  and  ephemera  dealing  with  British  Monarchs  from  Blocd,y  Mary 
to  Elizabeth  II.    Included  is  a  1553  letter  from  Mary  I;  a  document 
signed  by  Elizabeth  I,  bearing  her  seal  in  wax;  a  letter  by  James  II 
dated  1688;  and  two  samples  of  the  handwriting  of  George  III. 

All-in-all,  a  fascinating  exhibit.    The  materials  were  loaned  by 
Dr.  James  Browne,  M.D.,  a  local  collector. 

I  though  Bloody  Mary  was  from  "South  Pacific". 

...Reminder:    the  Fifth  San  Francisco  Book  Fair  is  planned  for  next 
weekend,  October  7,  8,  &  9,  at  UC  Kxtension,  Laguna  at  Market. 

...The  Center  for  the  Book  (Library  of  Congress)  will  hold  a  two  day 
meeting  on  October  25  &  26,  that  may  prove  of  great  interest  to 
librarians  and  their  ilk.    At  that  time  the  Book  Industry  Study 
Group,  Inc.  will  release  the  results  of  a  six-month  consumer  survey 
of  the  nature  of  American  book  reading  and  buying.    The  survey  was 
made  by  Yankelovich,  Skelly  &  White.    We  look  forward... 

...We  still  haven *t  been  able  to  get  a  list  of  the  winners  (?)  of  the 
Harvard  Lampoon's  Bad  Books  Awards ,  but  a  privlledged  source  did 
leak  two  of  the  avrards: 
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-  The  Grand  IVIal  Pi'lx  was  presented  to  James  Pixx,  author  of  The 
Conplete  Book  of  Running  for  the  most  embarrassing  exploitation 
of  a  peer-pressure  fad,    Mr.  Fixx  Is  planning  two  new  books. 
The  Complete  Book  of  Sitting  and  The  Complete  Book  of  Falling, 
written  to  promote  a  line  of  carpets  and  sofa  cushions  designed 
by  Mrs.  Fixx. 

-  A  special  It-Smeems-Llke-A-Llfetime  Achievement  av/ard  was  given 
to  Truman  Capote  for  Answered  Prayers.  The  prize  will  be  given 
In  small  parts  over  the  next  ten  years. 


THE  SPORTY  NEl^JS 


As  we  all  know  the  sport  of  baseball  Is  a  sport  of  statistics  In 

fact  many  find  the  statistics  more  fun  than  the  game  Itself.    We  had  the 
temerity  last  week  to  suggest  that  If  the  SFPL  softball  team  would  score 
more  runs  than  the  opposition,  they  would  win  more  games.    Imagine  our 
chagrin  to  learn  that  our  lads  have  actually  outscored  the  opposition  67 
to  58  in  their  six  gam.es  so  far  this  season.    With  a  calculator  we  learned 
that  SFPL  has  been  scoring  an  average  of  11.16  per  gamie  while  their  opposition 
has  only  scored  an  average  of  9 '66  runs  per  game.    Obviously,  our  lads  have 
proven  themselves  to  be  1.5  runs  per  game  better  than  the  opposition  thus 
far  this  season. 


However,  v/hen  you  apply  these  facts  to  theli'  record:    two  ^-dns^  one 
tie,  and  three  losses,  you  discover  the  real  problem  -  distribution  of  runs 
scored,    ivfenager  "Fab"  Fields  will  hold  a  special  team  meeting  this  week 
to  expand  on  the  theory  and  application  of  the  most  efficient  method  of 
distribution  of  runs  scored.    We  v/ill  see  how  well  his  minions  learn  their 
lessons  at  7:^0  p.m.,  Friday,  September  29 s  at  Jackson  #1,  (17th  and 
Carolina  Streets)  when  they  face  the  Unknowns.    (And  let's  see  they  stay 
unknown. ) 
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The  San  Francisco  Public  Library  has  two  basic  functions  to  perform. 
First,  to  provide  Library  services  to  the  people  of  San  Francisco.  Second, 
to  obtain  from  our  elected  officials  the  money  necessary  to  support  the 
first  function.    These  two  functions  are  inextricably  tangled.    It  is 
ioipossible  to  assign  priority  to  one  above  the  other  without  getting  into 
a  chicken  and  egg  argument,  but  there  can  be  little  disagreement  with  the 
statement  that  SFPL  has  been  better  at  providing  library  services  than  we 
have  been  at  obtaining  money  to  expand  or  extend  those  services. 

Hence  it  is  with  some  apprehension  that  we  announce  that  the  1979-80 
Budget  Season  has  opened. 

Due  to  some  minor  changes  in  the  California  approach  to  public 
financing  that  have  been  instituted  in  the  past  few  months,  this  Budget 
Season  will  be  different  than  all  past  seasons.    Heretofore  the  library 
has  annually  prepared  a  budget  request  showing  what  it  would  cost  to 
provide  appropriate  library  service  in  San  Francisco.    The  elected  officials 
have  evaluated  that  request,  and  those  of  other  departments,  determined 
what  services  must  be  provided,  and  then  established  a  tax  rate  that  would 
support  such  services.    Now,  however,  our  elected  officials  will  first 
project  what  funds  will  be  available  to  them  and  then  decide  what  services 
they  can  afford  to  provide.    The  question  in  the  past  has  been,  "what 
services  should  we  provide,"  now  It  will  be,  "what  services  can  we  afford." 
The  distinction  may  be  subtle,  but  it  could  have  a  dramatic  impact  on 
the  library  and  many  other  City  departments  and  services. 

Mayor  Moscone  has  issued  his  1979-80  budget  instructions.    He  reports 
that  San  Francisco's  1978-79  budget  was  balanced  only  because  the  City 
received  $112  million  from  the  State.     $56  million  of  that  was  for  the 
"welfare  buy-out".    The  other  $56  million  of  that  was  for  general  State 
revenue  sharing.    The  Mayor  predicts  that  for  1979-80  the  City  will  continue 
to  receive  the  "welfare  buy-out"  but  will  not  receive  the  general  State 
revenue  sharing.    On  the  basis  of  that  projection  the  Mayor  has  instructed 


all  Department  heads  to  prepare  their  1979-80  budget  requests  in  the 
following  manner: 

A.  Take  your  1978-79  budget  and  subtract  all  "fixed  costs". 
This  would  Include  utilities,  rent.  Insurance,  and  existing 
long  term  contracts". 

B.  Further  subtract  all  "Interdepartmental  Costs",  such  as  EDP, 
maintenance  of  automotive  equipment,  and  maintenance  of  grounds 
bu  Recreation  and  Park  Department,  etc. 

C.  Now,  here  is  the  fun  one,  subtract  17%  from  whatever  is  left. 

D.  Then,  add  to  that  figure  100%  of  the  "fixed  costs"  determined 
under  A.  above,  plus  any  unavoidable  increases;  and  907»  of  the 
"Interdepartmental  costs"  determined  in  B.  above.    The  resulting 
figure  will  be  the  "Basic  Budget  Request"  of  your  department  for 
1979-80. 

E.  In  addition,  submit  three  priority  incremental  requests  of  57a, 
4%,  and  3%,     (If  they  can  give  you  5%  more,  what  would  the 
department  priority  be?) 

t'Jhat  does  this  all  mean  for  somebody's  favorite  public  library? 
Who  kno\7s?  Never  loath  to  appear  foolish,  hm<rever,  we've  been  playing  with 
our  pocket  calculator.    Any  figure  that  appears  in  the  balance  of  this 
report  must  be  viewed  T7ith  deep  suspicion,  but  if  our  assumptions  prove 
correct : 

...The  Library's  1979-80  "Basic  Budget  Reauest"  would  be  $6  million 
or  $1  million  (14.2%)  less  than  the  current  budget. 

...If  we  were  allowed  the  first  priority  (5%)  add-on,  our  budget 
request  would  be  $6,350,000. 

..«If  we  were  also  allowed  our  second  priority  (4%)  add-on,  our 
budget  request  would  be  $6,630,000. 

...If  we  were  also  allotted  our  thire  priority  (3%)  add-on,  our  budget 
request  would  be  $6,850,000. 

...If  this  latter  (the  best  case  envisioned  in  the  Mayor's  budget 
instructions)  were  to  be  adopted  the  Library's  1979-80  budget 
would  still  be  $150,000  less  than  the  current  level. 

Please  note  that  none  of  the  above  considers  salary  increases  for 
City  employees.     Both  the  Mayor  and  members  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
have  publically  stated  that  City  employees  must  receive  raises  in  1979-80. 
Whatever  raises  are  adopted  would  be  added  to  the  Library  budget  projected 
above. 

It  la  impossible  to  predict  with  any  accuracy  what  would  happen  to 
library  services  in  San  Francisco  under  any  of  the  possible  budgets 
envisioned  by  the  Mayor.    However,  it  is  hard  to  see  how  it  would  be 
possible  to  avoid  closing  branches  and  laying  off  employees  if  the  "Basic 
Budget  Request"  ($6  million)  were  adopted.    Our  current  staff  costs  are 
$5,300,000  a  year.    There  is  no  way  that  you  can  provide  the  necessary 
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materials,  supplies,  equipment,  library  materials,  fixed  costs,  ets. ,  on 
$700,00  a  year.    The  scope  of  the  library  operation  would  have  to  be  sharply  • 
curtailed. 

This  is  still  all  speculation.    The  next  few  months  should  be  fascinating. 


COMMISSION  MEETING 

The  Library  Commission  met  Tuesday  evening.    Mr.  Frantz  was  in  Los 
Angeles  for  a  irceting  of  the  CLA  Government  Relations  Committee,  so  Karen 
Scannell  sat  at  the  front  table  with  the  big  kids. 

Mrs.  Scannell  reported,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Frantz: 

...The  1979-80  budget  instructions  have  been  received  from  the  Mayor, 
(See  story  above.) 

...We  have  received  word  from  Sacramento  that  our  proposal  for  a 
project  to  supply  service  to  the  homebound  has  received  prelimi- 
nary approval  in  the  amount  of  $36,600. 

...The  Library  administration  is  now  meeting  VTith  representatives 
of  the  Library  Workers  Guild  on  a  Memorandum  of  Understanding. 

...The  new  Civil  Grand  Jury  has  begun  to  meet  with  staff  members  to 
discuss  areas  they  may  wish  to  reviety. 

Joan  Jackson  reported  that  the  Librarians'.  Guild  is  concerned  about 
security  at  the  r<2ain  Library.     (We  have  but  four  guards  at  this  time.) 
It  was  reported  that  the  Police  department  has  recently  reviex^ed  Main 
Library  security  procedures  and  will  recoiianend  additional  guards  t-rith  a 
higher  civil  service  classification.    A  supplemental  appropriation  request 
is  in  preparation  and  ^^7ill  be  submitted  with  Guild  endorsement. 

Florence  Mithcell,  President  of  Local  400,  stated  that  the  union 
can  deal  with  City  Departments  only  through  the  Labor  Relations  Officer, 
or  in  public  meetings.     She  also  asked  for  a  meeting  concerning  the  Friends' 
request  for  volunteers  to  assist  with  the  conversion  to  CLSI. 

Sally  Brunn  reported  for  the  Friends  that  the  Black  Oral  History 
Project  will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.    There  will  be  a  recep- 
tion for  those  trtio  have  participated  on  November  9,  and  an  exhibit  in  the 
Main  Library. 

Cononissioner  Yung  presented,  on  behalf  of  the  Operation  Committee, 
the  Sixth  draft  of  a  policy  covering  use  of  SFPL  meeting  rooms.  This 
was  discussed  at  some  length.    Three  actions  were  taken: 

...Without  dissent  the  Commission  adopted  a  policy  requiring 
that  a  library  staff  member  be  on  the  premises  at  all  times 
when  meetings  rooms  are  in  use. 

...On  a  vote  of  4  to  2  (Consslssi oners  Caooanan  and  Englander 
dissenting)  the  Commission  adopted  a  policy  which  will 
require  groups  using  meeting  rooms  during  hours  when 
the  facility  would  normally  be  closed  to  reimburse  the 
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library  for  the  cost  of  providing  staff  coverage. 

...The  balance  of  the  policy  statement  was  returned  to  the 
Operations  Coionittee  for  further  study. 

The  Coinmission  adopted  a  resolution  authorising  the  Library  to 
participate  in  the  programs  of  the  California  Library  Services  Act. 

Commission  President  Englander  read  a  letter  from  the  City  Attorney 
stating  his  opinion  that  the  Cononlssion  had  not  violated  the  Brown  Act 
or  the  City  Charter  in  those  instances  when  a  quorum  of  the  Commission 
had  attended  public  meetings  of  Commission  Committees.  Englander  stated 
his  hope  that  the  City  Attorney's  opinion  would  eliminate  "further 
harassment  and  charges  of  misconduct." 

The  next  Commission  meeting  will  be  at  7:30  P.  M. ,  Wednesday, 
November  8,  in  the  Commission  Room,  Main  Library. 

CALIFORNIA  LIBRARY  SEKVICES  BOARD 

Governor  Broxm  last  week  announced  the  appointment  of  novelist 
Ernest  J.  Gaines  to  the  California  Library  Services  Board.  Gaines 
Is  a  former  of  the  SFPL  Library  Commission  and  a  friend  of  many  staff 
menibers. 
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NEl'J  APPROACH  TO  LIBRARY  FUNDING 


The  Government  Relations  Connnlttee  of  the  California  Library 
Association  met  in  Los  Angeles  Tuesday.    Mir.  Frantz  attended.  This 
meeting  produced  a  most  Important  proposal  which  xd.ll  be  the 
subject  of  a  state-wide  CLA  referendtim  in  the  next  few  weeks. 

The  Committee  adopted  a  proposal  that  the  State  of  California 
takeover  from  local  jurisdictions  the  responsibility  for  primary 
funding  of  public  libraries  in  California.    Specifically  the  plan 
suggest  that  the  current  average  expenditure  per  capita  for  public 
library  services  throughout  California  be  determined.  (It  is  thought 
this  figure  will  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  $10  per  capita.)  Then  the 
state  would  provide  a  block  grant  to  all  local  agencies  operating 
free  public  libraries  in  that  amount,  adjusted  annually  for  inflation. 

It  is  intended  that  the  ''block"  grants  would  allow  control  of  the 
libraries  to  remain  at  the  local  level  with  an  absolute  minimum  of 
state  control.    The  purpose  is  to  assure  a  basic  level  of  service 
to  all  Callfornians.    Local  jurisdictions  would  be  free  to  add  to  their 
library  programs  from  local  revenue  sources. 

This  program  probably  won't  go  into  effect  immediately,  it  first 

must  win  the  approval  of  the  CLA,  the  legislature  and  the  Governor  

but  is  would  certainly  be  one  of  the  most  significant  changes  in  library 
funding  patterns  made  recently. 

Details  of  the  proposal  are  being  sent  to  all  members  of  CLA,  who 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  vote  their  support  of  the  program,  of 
opposition.    At  their  Tuesday  evening  meeting  the  Library  Commission 
adopted  unanimously  a  resolution  supporting  this  proposal  in  principal. 

SHORT  TAKES 

. . .NBJS,  published  by  the  National  Library  Service  for  the  Blind  and 

Physically  Handicapped  (Library  of  Congress)  carrys  a  major  story 
" »    the  SFPL  Communications  Center  project  in  its  July-August  edition. 
Based  on  an  interview  with  Leslie  Eldrldge,  the  story  is  very  flat- 
tering.   The  headline  reads:  "...A  Dynamic,  People-Oriented  Center." 

...Speaking  of  the  Communications  Center.  We've  been  asked  to  remind 
everyone  that  the  materials  are  reserved  for  the  blind  and 
physically  handicapped.    Some  staff  members  have  asked  to  borrow 
Talking  Books  and  players  so  that  they  could  listen  to,  rather 
than  read  books.    Frankly  the  collection  is  so  limited  and  so  many 
people  are  waiting  to  get  popular  materials,  this  just  wouldn't 
be  fair.    You,  after  all,  have  a  choice.    On  the  other  hand,  if 
you  would  like  to  use  Talking  Books  at  the  Communications  Cetiter, 
that's  fine. 

...The  Resources  and  Services  Committee  of  the  Library  Commission 

will  meet  at  Noon,  Thursday,  October  12,  in  the  Commission  Room. 
The  agenda  is  the  draft  statement  of  selection  policy  for  adult 
materials. 

...The  San  Francisco  Book  Fair  Is  this  weekend,  October  7,  8  &  9,  at 
UC  Extension,  55  Laguna  Street  (at  Market). 
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...The  Gleeson  Library  Associates  (USF)  are  planning  a  Book  Fair 
for  Saturday  and  Sunday,  October  21  and  22,  11:00  A.  M.  to 
8:00  P.  M, ,  each  day  in  McLaren  Hall  on  the  USF  campus.  We 
understand  that  more  than  35  antiquarian  book  dealers  will  participate. 

SPORTY  KP^S 

The  less  said  about  the  Softball  team  the  better.    They  took  it  on 
the  chin  last  Friday  evening  14  to  4.    The  only  bright  spots  were 
three  fine  catches  by  Greg  Stewart,  and  Al  Lura*8  three-run  homerun. 

They  drew  a  bye  this  week  so  have  some  time  to  retreat  and  regroup. 
(All  players  should  contact  Louie  Fields  for  the  practice  schedule.) 
The  last  game  of  the  season  will  be  at  9:05  P.  M. ,  Friday,  October  13,  at 
Jackson  Park.    We'll  be  facing  the  league  leading  Diamond  Dogs. 
Following  that  game  there  will  be  a  celebration  (?)  party  for  players  and 
fans.    Anybody  willing  to  help  x<rlth  the  food  or  libations  should  contact 
Louie  Fields. 

LETTER  TO  THE  PIG 


Dear  Editor, 

I  was  shocked  and  deeply  grieved  to  learn  last  week  of  the  demise 
of  our  beloved  Exhibits  Chairperson  John  Kenny.    As  Chairperson  Emeritus 
of  the  Main  Library  Exhibits  Conanlttee,  I  want  to  offer  ray  condolences 
to  Mr.  Kenny's  family  and  to  his  many  close  friends  at  the  Main  Library. 
Immediately  upon  hearing  the  sad  news  the  Committee  convened  in  his 
honor  and  scheduled  an  Exhibit  to  fulfill  his  last  wishes. 

It  is  with  reserved  Joy  that  I  announce  that  a  memorial  exhibit 
will  be  on  display  in  the  General  Reference  Department  (October  thru  November 
1978)  featuring  photos  of  Mr.  Kenny  at  work  and  play,  a  collection  his 
favorite  sailing  books,  original  manuscript  labels  from  a  few  of  his 
famous  exhibits,  and,  the  Piece  de  resistance,  his  sailboat,  "The  Helgoland." 
As  far  as  we  know  this  will  be  a  SFPL  first!     Plans  are  also  being  made  for  a  • 
reception  to  mark  the  opening  of  the  exhibit  to  be  held  in  the  797.14  stacks 
in  the  Art  and  Music  Department. 

Regards, 

Juan  Cardoza,  Chairman  Emeritus 
S.  F.  P.  L.  Main  Library 
Exhibit  Committee 
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NEW  FORMS  TO  BE  TESTED 

All  branches  and  Tfein  departments  will  be  receiving  a  small  supply  of  a 
new  form  called  "To  the  Teacher." 

These  are  to  be  filled  out  and  given  to  students  v;ho  are  unable  to  find 
the  material  required  for  school  assignments. 

MEETINGS 

...The  Operations  Committee  of  the  Library  Commission  will  meet  at  4:30  P.M., 
MDnday,  October  16  in  the  Commission  Room.  They  will  discuss  the  proposed 
meeting  room  policy. 

...The  Finance  Conmittee  of  the  Library  Commission  will  meet  at  Noon,  Tuesday, 
October  17,  in  the  Commission  Room.    They  will  discuss  the  1979-80  budget 
request . 

...The  Planning  Committee  of  the  Library  Commission  will  meet  at  10:00  A.M., 
Thursday,  October  19,  in  the  Commission  Room.    Their  agenda  is  open. 

GUILD  TO  VOTE  ON  PROPOSED  M.O.U. 

Between  11:00  A.M.  and  2:30  P.M.,  next  Friday,  October  20,  the  proposed 
new  Memorandum  of  IMderstanding  between  the  Librarians'  Guild  and  SFPL  vdll 
be  available  in  the  Staff  Room  in  the  Main  Library.    Members  of  the  Guild  are 
urged  to  examine  this  document  and  cast  their  vote  on  its  acceptance.  A 
member  of  the  negotiating  team  will  be  available  to  answer  questions  and 
provide  background  information.    The  polling  will  end  promptly  at  2:30  P.M. 

THE  SPORTY  SEEN 

The  SFPL  Softball  team         face  the  league  leading  Diamond  Dogs  at 
9:05  P.M.,  Friday,  October  13,  at  Jackson  Park,  17th  and  Carolina  Streets. 
This  will  be  our  last  opportunity  to  taste  the  glory  of  victory  or  the  agony 
of  defeat  this  season. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


(After  recent  news  stories  you'd  think  people  would  approach  mailboxes 
with  more  caution.    Ed, ) 

To:    Edlotr,  PIG 
From;    Flo  Mitchell 

There  has  been  soir^  criticism  leveled  at  the  Original  because 
of  its  alledged  distortions  of  facts  and  sloppy  typing.    The  PIG 
appears  to  be  emulating  its  little  brother. 

In  the  report  on  the  October  Commission  meetLng  my  name  is 
misspelled-unforgiveable-  and  the  report  on  my  comments  is  incorrect. 
I  did  not  ask  for  a  meeting  concerning  the  Friends'  request  for 
volunteers  to  work  in  the  Library.    I  did  ask  the  spokesperson  for 
the  Friends  if,  in  asking  for  volunteers,  the  Friends  intended  to 
replace  staff  already  working  on  the  project.    She  answered  with  a 
perfectly  straight  forward,  "I  don't  know."    It  is  true  that 
Commissioner  Englander  then  made  a  staten^nt  that  he  would  tell 
Mr.  Frantz  that  I  wanted  a  meeting.    However,  I  made  no  such 
statement  and  object  to  the  PIG's  collusion  with  Mr.  Englander  in 
putting  words  in  my  mouth. 

I  hope  the  PIG's  ace  reporter  will  be  more  vigilant  in  the 
future  and  report  correctly  the  pei^on  responsible  for  various 
statements  made  at  meetings.    I  realize  that  iry  statement  regarding 
the  relationship  between  union  representatives  and  City  representatives 
was  likewise  obscured  by  Mr.  Englander 's  conments,  but  I  still 
believe  that  a  responsible  reporter  should  check  his  facts  before 
going  to  press. 


If  this  edition  of  the  PIG  has  left  you  unsatisfied,  we  remind  you  that 
subscribers  to  the  New  York  Times  are  in  even  worse  shape... but,  if  you're 
still  wanting  stories,  may  we  suggest  DIAL-A-STORY  (626-6516).  Nobody 
can  criticise  them  for  distorted  reporting  or  sloppy  spelling. 
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CITY  SEEKS  BLOOD  FROM  EMPLOYEES 


They  got  their  pound  of  flesh,  now  they  want 
blood  I 

In  time  of  need  City  Employees  can  draw  upon 
credits  at  the  Blood  Bank  maintained  through  employee 
donations.     If  you  or  yours  have  ever  needed  blood, 
you  know  how  important  this  is . 

The  next  great  blood-letting  will  be  at  City 
Hall  on  Monday,  October  30.     If  you  are  willing  to 
bleed,  call  Patsy  Sullivan  (4235)  who  will  help  you 
arrange  an  appointment . 


GUILD  MEETING 

The  Librarians'  Guild  will  meet  at  6:30  pm, 
Thursday,  November  2,  at  Richmond  Branch.  (Please 
use  the  10th.  Avenue  entrance.) 


THE  MEDIA  MARCH 


The  City  Guides  volunteers  of  the  San  Francisco 
Hiatory  Room  have  a  new  project.     They  are  now  pro- 
ducing a  weekly  radio  program  called  "San  Franciscans 
Remember"  which  is  broadcast  every  Sunday  morninp 


at  7:30  am  ( .' )  on  station  KYUU,  9  9.7  FM.     This  Sunday 
William  Murray  will  tell  about  fip;hting  fires  in  San 
Francisco  during  the  15  yeirs  he  vras  Fire  Chief.  On 
October  29,  Bernard  j^verbach  will  describe  the  develop- 
ment of  Market  Street  from  the  Gold  Rush  to  BART. 
Future  programs  include  Raymond  Clary  on  Golden  Gate 
Park  and  a  visit  with  the  Mounted  Police  Patrol  and  the 
story  of  their  104  year  history.     Judith  VJaldhorm  is 
coordinating  the  program. 


HERE  AND  THERE 

...The  City  Librarian  is  seeking  volunteers  to  serve  on  a 
committee  to  review  and  refine  the  draft  policy  on 
selection  of  meterials  for  adults. 

...It  is  rumored  that  the  Main  Library  vjill  soon  have 
a  coin  operated  coffee  machine. 

...The  Softball  team  lost. 

...In  May  1880  ,  an  ink  stained  v/retch,  Robert  Louis 
Stevenson,  was  married  in  San  Francisco,  Is  there 
some  staff  member  v^ho  finds  that  tidbit  of  infor- 
mation fascinating  enough  to  prepare  an  exhibit 
about  RLS  for  19  80? 

...You  did  mark  your  calendar,  didn't  you,  for  the 
Gleeson  Library  Associates  Book  Fair,  to  be  held 
from  11:00  am  to  8:00  pm,  this  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
October  2]  &  22,  at  McLaren  Hall,  USF?     If  you 
already  did,  then  we  won't  have  to  remind  you. 
More  than  3  5  antiquarian  book  dealers  will  be 
exhibiting.     Admission:  $2. 

.. .DIAL-A- STORY  (626-65]6):   featuring  next  week,, 

"One  Dark  Might",  a  Halloween  story  by  Edna  Mitchell 
Preston,  told  by  Linda  Geistlinger. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  REDRESS,  EMENDATION,  RECTIFICATION, 
ATONEMENT,  AND  MORTIFICATION  


Sequentiallity  is  a  theory  your  editor  has  not 
yet  fully  comprehended.     Hence,  it  is  necessary  that 
everybody  gather  and  correct  the  follovTing  editions 
of  this  modest  journal  of  coy  pedantry: 
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VOLUME  15  -  NUMBER  18,  May  12,  1978  should  have  been  HUMBER  10 

VOLUME  15  -  NUMBER  19,  May  19,  1978  should  have  been  DUMBER  20 

VOLUME  15  -  NUMBER  20,  May  26,  1978  should  have  been  HUMBEF  21 

VOLUME  15  -  NUMBER  21,  June  2,  19  7  8  should  have  been  NUMBER  2  2 

VOLUME  15  -  NUMBER  22,  June  9,  197  8  should  have  been  NUMBER  2  3 

VOLUME  15  -  NUMBER  23,  June  16,  1978  should  have  been  NUMBER  24 

VOLUME  15  -  NUMBER  24,  June  23,  19  7  8  should  have  been  NUMBER  2  5 
VOLUME  15  -  NUMBER  1%  26,  .June  30  ,  1978  was  correct  as  corrected 

VOLUME  15  -  Number  27,  July  7,  1978  was  correct  as  published, 

as  were^NUMBERS  28  ,  29  ,   30  ,   31,   32  ,   33  F,  34,  but  then  the 

fun  begins  anew  - 

VOLUME  15  -  NUMBER  34,  Sept.   29,  137  8  should  have  been  NUMBER  3  5 

VOLUME  15  -  NUMBER  36,  October  6,  1978  was  correct  as  published 

VOLUME  15  -  NUMBER  36,  October  13  ,  1978  should  have  been  ' 

NUMBER  37 

Please  carry  this  list  of  corrections  with  you  at  all  times. 
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VOLUtlE  15  -  lIUriEER  39  OCTOrER  27,   19 7 C 


IJITII  TIILCE  LESS-TIIMT-EIIATTERinr  IIEI'^C  BULLET IIIS 


.The  Hei-nbership  of  the  Librarian's  Guilc^  has  ratified 
the  new  I lemorandur?.  of  Understandina,  the  document  is 
now  in  City  Hall  for  final  approval, 

•  The  proposed  i  ler^orandun.  of  Understanding  v^ith  the 
Library  l/orker's  Council  has  received  preliminary 
approval.     It  must  noi;  be  ratified  by  the  p.erbershin 
and  City  Hall. 

.We  hope  everybody  has  seen  the  October  edition  of 
American  Libraries  v/hich  carries  a  cover  story  entitled 
A  Survivor's  Tale  of  Service  Under  Ceige"  by  bottie 
riyers  of  Ortega  Branch o     Strange  things  occur  within 
the  cloistered  x/alls  of  the  Ortega  Branch,  citadel  of 
our  culture.     ?Ie  look  forx/ard  to  the  television 
series  that  nust  be  in  the  planning  stager;  by  now, 
(Laverne  and  Hancy  Drew  I'eet  the  Sweathogs  at  the 
S.F^P.L./II.AoS,!-.  Unito) 

.On  Saturday,  October  14,  Congress  passed  and  sent  to 
the  President  the  appropriations  Bill  \7hich  will  pro- 
vide $62,5  million  for  Title  I,  and  $5  million  for 
Title  III  of  LSCA.     The  Title  I  appropriation  ei'-ceed-i 
the  $60  million  trigger  level  and  $2,5  million  will 
be  available  for  special  assistance  to  public  libraries 


in  cities  with  populations  of  over  100,000.  ^'ith 
$2  ,,5  nillion  to  spread  around,  and  if  Can  Franci?5co'3 
population  hasn't  fallen  belov;  100,000  ,  f.FPL  con 
expect  to  receive  something  in  the  neicrhborhood 
of  $7,14. 

.Good  Hex/ss  After  several  weeks  of  debate,   the  Tan 
Diego  City  Council  has  decided  HOT  to  charge  to 
anybody  v^ho  wishes  to  obtain  a  library  card. 

.More  Good  News s     The  Hapa  County  Board  of  rurervisors 
voted  dov7n  a  proposal  to  charge  $10  for  a  family 
library  card,  $4  for  a  Senior  Citizen  or  single 
person  library  card,  and  $1  for  a  children's  library 
card, 

o Fascinating  IIev7s;  Uays  have  been  found  to  increase 
the  income  of  nurses  at  CP  General,  but  please, 
don't  use  the  v7ord  "v7ages"o     In  a  similar  nove ,  the 
employees  of  Ganta  Clara  County  have  received  an 
average  5%  increase  in  take-hone  r>ay.     The  County 
will  now  pay  the  entire  contribution  to  Pocial 
Security  for  each  employee,  dIus  make  a  larger 
contribution  to  the  retirer.ent  system.,     Images  or 
salaries  remain  the  same.     (^'ll  I  want  is  the  7% 
President  Carter  nromised  me?  I  don't  care  what  they 
call  ito) 

.Not~So-Good  Ilewss  First  the  Alarieda  County  Library 
was  closed.     Then  they  reopened  on  a  limited  basis. 
Then  a  budget  of  70%  of  last  year  was  adopted.  And 
now,  most  recently,  a  new  budget  equal  to  V0%  of  lant 
year  was  adopted,  BUT  is  underfunded  by  som.e  $400  ,000. 
Which  means  that  unless  the  Legislature  somes  through 
with  more  money,  they  will  close  again  next  ^'ay.  '^ho 
says  libraries  aren't  exciting? 

.Reminders     Big  Dlood-Letting  at  City  Hall',    (no,  silly, 
the  Supervisors  aren't  finally  getting  their  just 
deserts,  it's  just  another  drive  for  contributions 
to  the  Elood  Bank,)     For  all  the  sanguinary  details, 
contact  Patsy  Sullivan   (4235)  ,  resident  head  '-hlebotomi 

.  The  Librarians'  Guild  will  meet  at  5:30  p.m., 
Thursday,  WovemJDer  2,  at  Richmond  Branch.  (^lease 
use  the  lOth,  Avenue  entrance.) 

.Held  Over  by  Popular  Dem.and  s     DI?L-A-STOPY   (62  6-G51G) 
Linda  Geistlinger  tells  a  tale  of  terror  in  the 
streets  one  dark  night. 


.visiting  SFPL  last  week  v/as  Clement  Ueville  Tovctt, 
Esquire,  of  Queensland,  Australia,  co-author  of 
A  Story  of  the  T'elbourne  Cable  Tramway  Syatem; 
11  November  1C85  to  2G  October  1940.     novett  donater" 
an  inscribed  copy  of  his  book  and  \/ent  off  to  investi- 
gate the  local  cablecar  syster<> 

,The  Publisher  is  in  Chicago  attending  a  rap-session, 
"Quo  Vadit  Urbana  Publica  Biblioteca^" 

,The  survey  of  i^merican  reading  habits  nrenared  for 
the  Center  for  the  Book   (Library  of  Congress)  iras 
released  October  25,     So  far  ve've  seen  only  the 
wire  service  stories,  but  it  appears  that  a  hardcore 
minority  of  the  American  Public  still  read  boohs. 
Apparently  25Z  read  more  than  20  books  a  year. 
Another  30%  read  some  books.     39%  read  only  magazines 
and  newspapers.     6%  don't  read  at  all.  Everybody 
watches  television. 

Heavy  readers  spend  14  hours  a  week  reading  (72  8 
hours  a  year)  ,  but  also  devote  15  hours  a  v^eek 
(780  hours  per  year)   to  the  tube.     Hon- readers 
watch  television  24  hours  a  week.      (If  you  watch 
r-.onday  llight  Football,  two  games  on  Sunday,  IJolly- 
v7ood  Squares  and  the  Gong  Shov;,  that's  10  hours 
already.     Then  you  have  the  Star  Trek  reruns,  and 
Creature  Features.     If  you  plan  to  read  a  book  this 
week,  you'll  have  to  skip  Saturday  right  Live, 


Ue '  re  looking  forrvard  to  the  complete  re^iort. 


The  annual  drive  to  r^^-,^;^  money  for  the  United  Way 
and  the  Bay  Area  Comb'l'ned  Health  Agencies  Drive  will 
begin  next  Wednesday.     Materials  and  pledge  cards  will 
be  distributed  with  pay  checks.     Patsy  Sullivan  is  co- 
ordinating the  SFPL  drive  and  you  can  help  her  by 
turning  in  your  pledge  before  November  30. 

A  brief  review  of  the  agencies  participating  in  these 
two  drives  will  convince  you  of  the  importance  of  their 
success.     It  is  probable  that  all  of  our  lives  have 
been  touched  in  some  way  by  the  good  works  of  one  or 
several  of  the  agencies  involved.     Their  continued 
efforts  depend  on  our  generous  voluntary  contributions. 

Since  April,  v/ith  volunteer  assistance  from  private 
industry,  the  Mayor's  Office  has  been  reviewing  the 
handling  of  cash  in  all  City  departments.     (There  is 
some  suspicion  that  revelations  concerning  the  collec- 
tion of  coins  from  parking  meters  may  have  inspired 
this  interest.)     Their  gimlet-eyed  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  flood  of  nickels  flowing  through  SFPL. 

As  a  result,  SFPL  will  soon  institute  a  new  method  of 
accounting  for  cash  received  as  overdue  fines,  and 
the  like.     (A  modern  cash  register  has  been  installed 
in  the  Main  Library  so  the  procedures  will  apply  only 
to  branches.) 


Every  effort  has  been  made  to  keep  these  new  procedures 
simple,  but  everyone's  cooperation  will  be  necessary 
to  keep  the  chaos  to  a  minimum.     Primarily,  the  new 
procedures  vjill  depend  upon  a  new  cash  receipts  form. 
Every  time  an  overdue  fine  is  collected,  or  a  patron 
pays  for  a  damaged  book,  or  a  1st.  T  slip,  the  amount 
will  be  entered  on  the  form  AND  the  patron  v;ill  be 
asked  to  sign  the  form.     To  help  educate  our  patrons 
to  the  requirement  that  they  sign  the  form,  signs 
are  being  prepared  to  be  displayed  at  book  return 
counters  asking  them  to  do  this. 

Detailed  instructions,  forms,  and  signs  will  be  dis- 
tributed soon, 

.A  reception  celebrating  the  completion  of  an  oral 
history  project  documenting  the  role  of  Blacks  in 
San  Francisco  prior  to  World  V^ar  II  vjill  be  held  in 
the  Library  Commission  Room  at  U:00  p.m.,  Thursday, 
November  9,     An  exhibit  of  photographs  and  artifacts 
connected  with  the  oral  history  project  will  be 
featured  in  the  third  floor  exhibit  area  during 
November  and  December.     The  project  has  been  sponsored 
by  the  Friends  of  the  Library  and  San  Francisco 
African-American  Historical  and  Cultural  Society. 
The  taped  interviews  and  transcripts  will  be  deposited 
in  the  San  Francisco  History  Room  and  with  the 
Historical  and  Cultural  Society, 

.The  Library  Commission  will  meet  at  7:30  p.m.,  VJed- 
nesday,  November  8,  in  the  Comm.ission  Room,  Main 
Library . 

.SFPL's  Communications  Center  project  v/ill  be  "'dis- 
covered" by  KPIX's  "Evening"  show  on  Thursday, 
November  9.     (7:30  p.m.,  Channel  5) 

.In  case  you  have  missed  the  news,  reported  elsevrhere, 
there  will  be  a  General  Election  next  Tuesday, 
November  7.     Those  who  find  the  current  campaign 
distasteful  may  find  the  current  exhibit  in  the 
San  Francisco  History  Room  more  to  their  liking  - 
it  deals  with  past  elections  in  San  Francisco. 
Somehow  elections  that  have  been  completed  for  UO 
or  50  years  don't  appear  quite  so  tawdry  as  more 
recent  examples.     Pat  Akre  has  organized  some  fas- 
cinating m.aterials  for  her  exhibit,  including  the 
1924  ballot  proposition  to  remove  150,000  bodies 
from  the  Laurel  Hill  cem.eteries .     (I)     (Can  you 
imagine  the  television  coverage  of  that  debate?) 
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...At  4:00  p.m.,  Friday,  November  3,  the  Oakland  Public 
Library  will  hold  an  open  house  to  celebrate  its 
100th,  Anniversary.     Refreshments  and  entertainment 
are  planned.     (The  invitation  didn't  mention  it,  but 
there's  sure  to  be  a  speech,  too.)     This  all  takes 
place  at  their  Main  Library,  12  5  -  14th.  Street, 
Oakland.     You  are  invited  to  join  in  the  festivities. 
Congratulations  to  OPL  on  surviving  for  100  years; 
may  there  be  a  few  more.     (They're  much  older  than 
we  are.     SFPL  will  make  the  100  mark  next  June.) 

...The  1978  examination  for  California  County  Librarian 
Certificates  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  November  28,  in 
a  number  of  locations.     (Actually  that  will  just  be 
the  written  part  of  the  examination.     The  Oral  ex- 
amination will  be  held  on  December  14  and  15  in  San 
Francisco  and  Los  Angeles.     One  day  here,  one  day  in 
L.A.)     You  must  file  by  November  17.     Mr.   Frantz  has 
the  details. 


...Her  SFPL  friends  V7ill  be  happy  for  Anne  Englund,  formerly 
of  the  Special  Collections  Department,  vjho  became 
Sister  Sergia  of  the  Holy  Trinity  on  October  28.  A 
Mass  celebrating  her  entrance  into  her  "canonical 
year"  as  a  novice  was  held  at  the  Carmelite  Monastery 
in  San  Rafael. 

...The  Softball  team  has  asked  that  we  express  their 

appreciation  for  the  support  they  received  during  the 
late,  unlamented  season.     They  asked  that  we  warn  all 
incipient  softball  players  that  Spring  Training  will 
begin  in  February.     By  the  way,  the  farm  team,  the 
Hawaiians ,  won  their  division  and  begin  playoff  action 
on  Monday.     (Don't  these  people  know  that  it  is  November'') 

LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 
To:  Editor 

From:   I.C.  Augustino  de  August ini 
Date:  Primus  Novem.bris  1978  A.D. 

Estne  accepta  adprobataque  exscribenda  lauda 
exprimendaque  sic:   Quo  Vadit  Bibliotheca  Urbana 
Publica? 

Inclina  aurem  tuan,  et  exaudi  verba  mea.  Non 
confundentur . 

Gratia  tua. 

(Count  A  de  A  doesn't  seem,  to  realize  that  this  publi- 
cation uses  only  PIG  Latin.     -  Ed.) 
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FIRST  THE  GOOD  NEWS 

The  Library  Commission  approved  on  Wednesday  a  pro- 
posal by  the  Librarians'  Guild  that  SFPL  be  closed  on 
Saturday,  December  2  3  and  Saturday,  December  30.  Thus, 
all  employees  will  be  scheduled  for  Monday-Friday  vrork 
weeks  during  the  Christmas-New  Year  period.     As  both 
holidays  fall  on  Mondays,  the  Library  will  be  closed 
Saturday,  Sunday  and  Monday,  December  23,  21+  S  2  5  for 
Christmas;  and  Saturday,  Sunday  and  Monday,  December  30, 
31,  £  January  1,  for  New  Year's. 

Two  reasons  V7ere  given  for  adoption  of  this  schedule: 
light  usage  of  the  library  on  the  eve  of  holidays,  and 
elimination  of  the  need  to  provide  "in-lieu"  holidays 
later.     The  same  schedule  was  followed  last  year. 


COMMISSION  CAPERS 

At  the  Commission  meeting,  Mr.   Frantz  reported: 

...The  M.O.U.  vjith  the  Librarians'   Guild  has  been  tenta- 
tively agreed  to  and  approved  by  the  membership.  The 
M.O.U.  with  the  Library  Workers  Council  has  been  tenta- 
tively approved  and  will  be  voted  on  by  the  membership 
in  "a  week  or  two". 

. . .The  conference  on  the  future  of  the  urban  central 

library  produced  support  for  two  approaches:  the  urban 
central  library  has  become  obsolete  and  should  be  phased 
out;  or  neighborhood  branch  libraries  have  become 


obsolete  and  should  be  phased  out.     (You  pays  your 
money  and  you  takes  your  choice.)     The  proceedings  of 
the  conference  will  be  available  before  the  end  of  the 
year . 

...The  CLA  referendum  V7as  overwhelmingly  in  favor  for  the 
proposal  that  the  State  assume  the  primary  responsibility 
for  funding  of  public  library  service  in  California. 
The  next  step  v;ill  be  the  preparation  of  legislation. 
(See  the  PIG  of  Oct.   6,  1978,  for  an  outline  of  the 
proposal . ) 

...The  Commission  adopted  a  resolution  stating  our  com- 
pliance with  the  requirem.ents  of  the  California  Library 
Services  Act  which  will  qualify  us  for  $2  5,042  under 
that  legislation. 

...California  will  receive  $210,000  of  the  32.5  million 
in  LSCA,  Title  I,  funds  reserved  for  assistance  to 
libraries  serving  cities  of  over  100,000  population. 
There  are  20  cities  in  California  eligible  to  partici- 
pate . 

...SFPL  staffing  needs  are  being  revievjed  to  determine 
where  physically  handicapped  CETA  workers  could  be 
used  effectively. 

...California  libraries  lost  a  friend  last  week  v/hen 

State  Senator  John  Dunlap  (Napa) ,  author  of  the  Calif- 
ornia Library  Services  Act  was  defeated  for  re-election. 

...The  community  meeting  room  at  the  Bernal  Branch  is  al- 
most completed  and  a  community  celebration  is  being 
planned  to  mark  its  opening. 

...SFPL  has  received  a  donation  of  videotape  cassettes 
(both  VHS  S  Beta)  of  such  shows  as  "Paper  Chase"  and 
Elvis  Presley's  "Blue  Hawaii"  from  Blackhawk  Films 
for  a  six  month  experiment  in  circulating  such  m.aterials . 
These  may  be  borrovred  for  a  period  of  three  days  from 
the  Communications  Center  without  charge.     The  Commission 
adopted  a  $1  a  day  fine  for  such  tapes  held  overdue,  to 
a  maximum  of  $10.     Materials  advertising  this  new  service 
will  be  available  as  soon  as  possible. 


Before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Commission,  all  Commission 
committees  will  meet  and  explore  the  possible  consequences 
for  SFPL  of  the  approach  to  the  1979-80  budget  that 'has 
been  proposed  by  the  Mayor.     (See  PIG ,  October  6) 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Library  Commission  will  be  at 
7:30  p.m.,  Tuesday,  December  5  ,  1978  ,  in  the  Comm.ission 
Room,  Main  Library. 
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BAND-AIDS,  ETC. 


As  a  result  of  her  article  in  the  October  American  Libraries , 
Dotty  Myers  received  the  follov/ing  letter  from  the  staff 
of  the  Edgecombe  County  Memorial  Library  in  Tarboro,  Uorth 
Carolina: 

Dear  Ms,  Myers: 

We  are  librarians  in  a  small  Southern  town^who  thought 
we  had  problem.s  until  we  read  about  your  library?  in 
the  October  AMERICAN  LIBRARIES.     Our  budget  is  small 
but  we  felt  we  must  get  together  and  send  som.ething  that 
would  help  ease  your  pain.     Please  accept  these  Band- 
aids  as  a  token  of  our  deepest  professional  empathy. 

If  you  decide  to  have  some  R  S  R  from,  your  front  line 
duty,  V7e  recommend  our  library.     It  is  a  resort  com- 
pared to  yours  I 

With  deep  respect  for  your  dedication. 


Sincerely , 
The  Staff 
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THE  LATEST  HOT  POOP;  WELL,  SEMI -HOT  POOP 


...THE  social  event  of  the  season  was  the  reception  on 

ber  9  celebrating  the  completion  of  the  oral  history  pro^fect, 
"Blacks  in  San  Francisco  Prior  to  World  VJar  II".     A  large 
and  enthusiastic  crowd  attended.     The  third  floor  exhibit 
concerning  the  project  was  a  great  success.     (it  continues 
through  December;  don't  miss  it.)     The  project  was  jointly 
sponsered  by  the  Friends  of  the  Library  and  the  San  Francisco 
African-American  Historical  and  Cultural  Society.  Tran- 
scripts of  the  26  interviews  will  be  deposited  in  SFPL's 
San  Francisco  History  Room  and  the  SFA-AHCS.  Congratulations 
to  all  concerned. 

...Congratulations  are  also  due  to  David  Lyon,  Art  S  Music 
Department.     His  book  LUTE,  VIKUELA,  GUITAR  TO  1800:  A 
BIBLIOGRAPHY  has  just  been  published  by  Information  Coordin- 
ators of  Detroit  as  #40  of  the  Detroit  Studies  in  Music 
Bibliography.     An  attractive  book  and  an  impressive  work 
of  scholarship.     We  hope  that  sale  of  the  movie  rights  will 
make  David  a  wealthy  mani 

...The  Resources  and  Services  Committee  of  the  Library  Commission 
will  meet  at  Noon,  Tuesday,  November  21,  in  the  Rare  Books 
Room.     They  will  consider  the  Mayor's  instructions  on  the 
1979-80  budget  and  the  possible  consequences  for  library 
resources  and  services. 


.More  Congratulations:  Suzanne  Lo  (North  Beach)  and  Grace 
Ruth  (OCS)  have  prepared  a  selective  list  of  Chinese  child- 
ren's books  which  is  published  in  the  November  1  edition 
of  Booklist. 


, SFPL  was  pleased  to  play  host  Thursday  S  Friday  to  sessions 
of  the  conference  of  the  California  chapters  of  the  Music 
Library  Association.     Also  in  town  are  members  of  the  Theatre 
Library  Association  and  this  Sunday  Mary  Ashe  is  chairing  a 
panel  on  Theatrical  Source  Materials  -  Russell  Harley  of  the 
SF  Archives  for  the  Performing  Arts  is  one  of  the  panel 
members . 

.Next  week,  November  20-26,  DIAL-A-STORY  will  feature  "Over 
the  River  and  Through  the  Wood" ,  adapted  from  the  Thanks- 
giving song  by  Lydia  Maria  Child,  told  by  Grace  Ruth.  Check 
this  out:  626-6516. 

,The  San  Francisco  History  Room's  City  Guides   (Judith  Wald- 
horn  and  cohorts)  will  offer  a  free  tour  of  Coit  Tower  the 
first  and  third  Saturday  of  each  month,  starting  December  2. 
The  tour  which  will  start  at  10:00  a.m.  will  be  led  by 
Elaine  Molinari.     In  an  hour  she  will  cover  the  history  of 
the  neighborhood,  the  legend  of  Lillie  Hitchcock  Coit,  the 
construction  of  the  tower  itself,  and  some  of  the  contro- 
versial frescoes  painted  there  during  the  30 's  by  San 
Francisco  artists. 

By  the  way,  Judith  is  looking  for  new  volunteer  City  Guides. 
This  involves  16  hours  of  training  in  January  and  February, 
and  a  commitment  to  donate  8  to  10  hours  a  m.onth  as  guides. 
Those  interested  should  contact  Judith  VJaldhorn  at  558-3949, 
Tuesday-Saturday  mornings. 

THE  PIG  GETS  A  LETTER 

TO:       Official  Bulletin  (a.k.a.  Pseudepigrapha) 
FROM:   Grandma  Chuzzlewit 

Just  a  line  to  say  hello  and  how  happy  I  am  to  be  back  in 
San  Francisco.     The  nicest  young  gentleman,  Jimmy  Chaffee, 
has  been  telling  me  about  all  the  shenanigans  you  kids  have 
been  up  to.     Oh,  what  fun  it  m.ust  be  to  have  no  less  than  the 
District  Attorney  poking  around  those  dusty  old  library  memos 
and  minutes.     What  a  gas  to  have  those  funky  Friends  accused 
of  bribery!     And  that  nice  Mr.   Castagna--who  would  have  be- 
lieved he  didn't  agree  to  work  at  SFPL  for  the  going  rate 
plus  love,  which  the  rest  of  the  staff  must  be  resigned  to. 

Oh,  to  be  a  fly  on  the  wall  when  Mr.   Frantz  and  Russell  Hart- 
ley put  their  heads  together  to  try  to  come  up  with  a  legal 
rationale  for  the  high  jinks  at  my  little  Presidio  Branch. 

What  a  shame  that  the  effects  of  Prop.   13  may  soon  close  down 
the  place.     What  will  I  do  for  laughs?     What  will  Jimmy  do? 
Where  will  Kevin  get  his  material??? 

(I  wonder  what  the  Dickens  Grandma  means  by  all  that?  Editor) 
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WITH  A  SHORT  WEEK,  AND  MOST  PEOPLE'S  MINDS  ON  TURKEY,  ETC.,  VJE '  LL 
TRY  TO  KEEP  THIS  THING  TO  THE  ABSOLUTE  MINIMUM  


. . .The  External  Affairs  Committee  of  the  Commission  will  meet  at 
Noon,  Monday,  November  27,  in  the  Commission  Room.     They  V7ill 
discuss  the  Mayor's  instructions  for  the  1979-80  budget  and 
the  possible  consequences  as  they  apply  to  areas  of  concern 
of  the  External  Affairs  Committee. 

...The  Operations  Committee  of  the  Commission  will  meet  at  4:30  pm , 
Monday,  November  27,  in  the  Commission  Room.     They  will  discuss 
a  'Final  Draft'   (??!.')  of  the  meeting  room  policy,  and  the 
19  79-80  budget  instructions  as  they  apply  to  operations. 

...SFPL  staff  members  are  invited  to  help  celebrate  Jewish  Book 
Month,     There  will  be  a  wine  &  cheese  party  at  the  Jewish 
Community  Library,  601  -  14th.  Ave.  at  4:00  p.m.  Thursday, 
November  30. 

. . .There  will  be  a  reception  celebrating  the  opening  of  the  new 
Community  Room  at  Bernal  Branch  at  5:00  p.m.  Tuesday,  Dec.  12. 

...Really  Good  News:  Martha  Arroyo  and  Gerard  Nives  committed  matri- 
mony last  Saturday,     Congratulations  and  many  years  of  happiness. 

. . .Dial-a-Story :   Dial  626-6516  and  somebody  will  tell  you  a  story. 

...There  will  be  a  meeting  of  CLA's  new  Bay  Area  Chapter  during 

the  CLA  conference  in  San  Diego... 5: 00  p.m.,  Sunday,  December  3, 
in  the  El  Camino  Room  of  the  Town  and  Country  Hotel.  Anyone 
from  S.F.P.L.  attending  the  conference  should  try  to  attend 
this  meeting. 


.Late  Bulletin  from  Dial-a-Story :  That  someone  (see  above)  will 
be  Mr.  Peter  Connolly,  Children's  Librarian,  West  Portal  Branch, 
telling:     "How  spider  got  a  thin  waist;  an  African  folktale". 


s. 
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The  assassination  of  Mayor  Ge(^<!T§eiii/lQ;s^j^^|i|^,,,^-nd  Supervisor  Harvey  | 
Milk  is  a  tragedy  beyond  rational  reviev/.  '"^'h  \ 

The  victims  include  the  family  of  Mayor  Moscone,  the  homosexual  | 

community  of  San  Francisco  tl'iat  was  Milk's  "family",  the  wife  j 

and  child  of  ex-Supervisor  White,  the  City  as  a  whole,  and  the  | 

San  Francisco  Public  Library.     The  Library  had  no  better  friends  i 

in  City  Hall  than  Moscone  and  Milk.  ! 

Supervisor  Milk  was  personally  responsible  for  the  fact  that  i 

our  budget  vjasn't  cut  below  the  level  of  last  year  in  the  after-  ' 

math  of  Prop.  13.  Within  a  week  of  his  death  Milk  had  met  with  | 
SFPL  representatives  and  a  committee  planning  ways  to  provide 

better  library  service  to  the  homosexual  community.     Milk  had  j 

also  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directos  of  the  Friends  of  i 

the  Library.  i 

Mayor  Moscone  had  been  a  friend  of  the  Library  throughout  his  | 
career  as  Supervisor,  State  Senator,  and  Mayor.     He  often  spoke 
out  and  acted  on  behalf  of  the  Library  and  his  appointees  have 
always  proven  to  be  sympathetic  and  supportive.     Our  1979-80 
budget  request  is  now  being  prepared  and  must  be  submitted  to 
the  Mayor's  Office  within  a  few  weeks.     It  is  impossible  to  pre- 
dict who  will  review  our  request  or  how  it  will  be  received. 

But  the  irreparable  loss  is  of  two  warm  human  beings  v;ho  many  of 
us  called  friend.     VJe  knew  at  first  hand  their  devotion  to  all  i 
of  San  Francisco,  and  their  infectious  joy  in  living.  Moscone 
and  Milk  were  alike  in  several  ways.     Neither  was  afflicted  V7ith 
self-importance  nor  pomposity;  both  possessed  a  sparkling  sense 
of  humor — an  almost  unique  attribute  in  offical  San  Francisco. 


They  will  be  sorely  missed. 


MISCELLANEOUS,  ETC. 

...The  Librarians'   Guild  will  meet  at  6:30  p.m.  Thursday, 
December  7,  in  the  Commission  Room. 

. . .The  Educational  Opportunites  Committee  has  a  small  amount 
of  PLSA  money:  half  for  attendance  at  CLA  and  ALA  confer- 
ences or  council  meetings;  and  half  for  workshops  and  the 
like.  Anyone  wishing  financial  assistance  for  participation 
in  such  activities  should  submit  a  request  to  the  E.O.C. 
(Branch  Room)  as  early  as  possible.  All  requests  must  be 
approved  by  the  Library  Commission. 

...For  the  5th.  year  the  3M  Company  will  award  3M/JMRT  Pro- 
fessional Development  grants  to  encourage  professional 
development  and  participation  in  the  programs  of  the  ALA 
and  the  Junior  Members  Round  Table.     The  grants  are  in- 
tended to  finance  attendance  at  the  June  24-30,  1979, 
ALA  Conference  in  Dallas.     Applicants  must  be  members  of 
ALA/JMRT,  but  lim.ited  participation  in  the  past  v;ill  not 
disqualify  applicants — development  of  "potential"  is  the 
objective  of  the  program.     Applications,  available  from 
William  Ramirez  (3471),  must  be  submitted  by  December  22. 
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COMMISSION  HEETinG 

The  Library  Commission  Tuesday  evening  was  subdued;  everyone  v/as 
stin  suffering  the  shock  of  the  assassination  of  Hayor  P'oscone 
and  Supervisor  MiTk.     There  v^as  peneral  discussion  of  the  loss 
the  City  has  suffered  and  the  uncertainty  v/e  face  as  f'eyor  Fein- 
stein  gathers  the  reins  of  control  at  City  Hall. 

fir.  Frantz  has  an  appointment  with  the  fiayor's  fiscal  officer  to 
discuss  any  changes  that  may  be  made  in  the  instructions  for  bud- 
get preparation,     Tvjo  public  hearings  on  SFPL's  budget  request 
have  been  scheduled:  7:30  p.m.,  Tuesday,  Decerober  19,  at  Hest 
Portal  Branch^  and  7:30  p.m.,  Thursday,  December  21,  in  the  Con- 
mission  Room,  Main  Library. 

There  will  be  an  informal  reception  at  5:G0  p.m.,  Tuesday,  Decem- 
ber 12,  to  celebrate  the  completion  of  the  nev/  community  room  at 
the  Bernal  Branch.     The  public  is  invited. 

The  Commission  voted  to  accept  a  beouest  of  $300  from  the  late 
Angelo  Caldart,  and  a  gift  of  $30  from  William  '"orley. 

Mrs.  Joan  Jackson  of  the  Librarians'  Guild  brought  four  iters  of 
concern  to  the  Commission: 

...Reclassification  of  f"ain  Library  security  guards.  {IW.  Frantz 
reported  that  a  supplemental  budaet  request  to  accomplish  this 
has  been  submitted  to  City  Hall. 

...The  delay  in  allov.'ing  new  applicants  to  go  on  a  reduced  vork 
week.     (A  "test  case"  was  submitted  to  City  Hall  on  the  cur- 
rent payroll  and  if  that  goes  through,  the  others  vi 1 1  be 
submitted  on  the  next  payroll.) 


...The  Guild  submitted  an  addendum  to  their  branch  reorciani  zati  on 
plan  which  restructures  library  adni n i s tra ti on  and  "trims  the 
fat  at  the  top".     The  plan  calls  for  elirrinotion  of  the  follov/- 
ing  positions:  Public  Information  Officer.  Personnel  Officer; 
Personnel  Analyst;  Coordinator,  Children's  Services;  Coordinator, 
Adult  Services;  flanagement  Analyst;  and  the  Chiefs  of  fain 
Library,  Branches,  and  Technical  Services.     The  plan  v/ould 
create  the  follovjing  positions:  Assistant  City  Librarian;  Co- 
ordinator of  Readers*  Services  with  three  Assistants  (for 
Children's  Services,  Young  Adult  Services,  and  Adult  Services) 
at  the  Librarian  III  live!;  three  Regional  Librarians  at  the 
Librarian  IV  livel;  and  a  Rotating  Chief  of  fiain  at  the  Librar- 
ian IV  level.     They  indicate  this  plan  vi/ould  save  approximately 
$100,000  a  year.     The  Commission  took  the  plan  under  submission. 

...The  Guild  also  submitted  a  letter  strongly  stating  their  oppo- 
sition to  the  continuance  of  the  Archives  for  the  Performinn 
Arts  on  library  property.     This  subject  v/as  referred  to  the 
Resources  and  Services  Committee  for  consideration. 

Commission  President  Englander  appointed  a  nominating  committee 
consisting  of  Commissioners  Callinan  (Chairman),  Yung,  and  Richard- 
son.    New  officers  of  the  Commission  will  be  elected  at  the  January 
meeting  which  tentatively  will  be  held  at  7:30  p.m.  Tuesday,  January 
2,  in  the  Commission  Room. 

DISTINGUISHED  VISITORS 

Robert  Wedgeworth,  Executive  Director  of  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation, and  Eileen  D.  Cooke,  Director  of  ALA's  Washington  Office, 
visited  SFPL  this  week.     They  are  in  California  to  attend  the  CLA 
conference  and  to  survey  the  effects  of  Prop.   13  on  libraries.  They 
attended  the  Commission  meeting  and  met  with  the  Gang  of  Eleven  on 
Wednesday  morning.     The  discussion  with  the  Gang  of  Eleven  was  a 
depressingly  broad  review  of  what  has  happened  since  passage  of 
Prop.  13  and  projections  of  possibilities  when  the  other  shoe  drops. 
Wedgeworth  and  Cooke  are  parti cul ari ly  interested  in  possible  actions 
by  Congress  that  might  be  helpful  to  California    libraries  -  "main- 
tenance of  effort"  requirements;  CETA;  LSCA:  etc.     They  also  dis- 
cussed the  coming  White  House  Conference  on  Libraries  and  the  pre- 
ceeding  California  conference  in  Tarch  of  next  year. 

OM  THE  SAME  DISTRESSING  SUBJECT 

The  State  Library  has  just  issued  a  summary  of  the  L i brary- re  1 ated 
results  of  Prop,  13.     This  shows  that  public  libraries  in  California 
have  suffered  budget  reductions  of  more  than  $35  million  from  pre-13 
levels.     "Statewide,  total  public  library  income  for  operating  p'l^- 
poses  this  year  stands  at  83%  of  last  year,  and  117  of  that  comes 
from  reserves,  carryover,  and  prior  year  taxes."    Other  goodies: 

...1,228  library  employees  lost  their  jobs. 

...Library  facilities  are  open  10,877  fewer  hours  per  week  than  pre- 
viously, a  reduction  of  22%. 
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...Book  budgets  have  been  cut  by  207.. 

. , . Interl i brary  loans  have  declined  by  50%. 

...Special  programs  for  children  and  adults  and  outreach  visits  to 
hospitals  and  shut-ins  were  decreased  or  eliminated  in  rrany 
1 i  brari  es . 

CHARTER  REFORM  COHMISSION 

Mr.  Frantz  has  communicated  vjith  the  rembers  of  the  nev  ly  elected 
Charter  Reform  Commission,  offering  then  the  use  of  library  facili- 
ties for  public  hearings  and  the  use  of  the  reference  and  research 
materials  of  the  San  Francisco  History  Room,  the  History  Oepartr^ent, 
and  the  Science  and  Documents  Department. 

The  Library  Commission  is  examining  the  present  Charter  as  it 
affects  the  library  and  plans  to  draft  and  submit  recommendations 
designed  to  improve  the  quality  and  effectiveness  of  library  ser- 
vices. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  ENIGMATIC  MESSAGES 
PLEASE  PUBLISH   IN  THE  PIG 

Mai  1  room/Stockroom  personnel   are  not  responsible  for  Library 
staff  members'  personal  parcels.     l!hen  expecting  a  package  by 
UPSj  please  notify  one  of  the  persons  in  the  Mai  1  room/Stockroom 
and  they  will  in  turn  notify  you  when  your  parcel  arrives. 

George  Cerasi  12/5/78 

***A  CHRISTMAS  PRESENT  FOR  ALL  GOOD  LITTLE  BOYS  Ai^lD  GIRLS*** 

All  Library  staff  members  are  required  to  be  in  bed,  sober,  no 
later  than  10:00  p.m.  on  Saturday,  December  23,  1978.     This  is 
necessary  so  that  they  will  be  able  to  arise  clear-headed  on  the 
day  before  Christmas,  Sunday,  December  24,  no  later  than  7:25  a.m., 
in  order  to  tune  their  radio  dials  to  99.7  FM.     (If  your  radio  is 
a  transistor,  plan  nov.i  to  have  on  hand  a  good  supply  of  fresh 
batteries  . ) 

What  to  your  hungering  ears  in' 11  appear?    The  dulcet  tones  of  the 
legendary  Albert  Rocky  Campos,  Stationary  (?)  Engineer  at  San 
Francisco's  famed  flain  Library,  who  will  regale  you  with  wonderous 
and  shocking  tales  of  "Growing  Up  South  of  isrket." 

This  sure-to-become  Christmas  tradition  for  the  vhole  family  is 
brought  to  you  courtesy  of  Judith  IJaldhorn  and  the  City  Guides 
of  the  San  Francisco  History  Room,  the  Friends  of  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Library,  and  station  KYUU. 
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OTHER  TREATS  FOR  THE  VIRTUOUS 


Linda  Geistlinner  recently  told  Exra  Jack  Keats'  tale,  "The  Snovy 
Day",  to  a  cassette  tape  recorder.     You  may  r^onitor  the  results  by 
calling  DIAL-A-STORY  (626-6516).     Do  not  shilly-shally,  this  offer 
good  December  5  thru  December  10  OHLY, 

STILL  nORE  TREATS 

Did  you  know  that  the  first  full-length  performance  of  Tschai kovsky ' 
"Nutcracker  Suite"  ballet  in  the  flew  I'orld  took  place  right  here  in 
San  Francisco  in  1944?     It  is  doubtful  that  anybody  will  ever  ask 
you  J  but  now  you  know. 

Russell  Hartley  performed  the  Dance  of  the  Buffoons  in  that  premiere 
and  created  the  143  costumes  required.     Russell   is  now  the  Director 
of  the  Archives  for  the  Performing  Arts  and  it  is  only  appropriate 
that  their  Christmas  exhibit  will  cover  the  history  of  the  ilut- 
cracker  Suite.     It  will  open  on  December  16  and  continue  through 
January  27. 

i-JELCOHE 

SFPL  is  pleased  to  welcome  a  new  neighbor,  a  trade  book  store. 
Books  Plus,  which  opened  at  1240  f'iarket  Street  this  past  week. 
They  are  still  not  settled  in,  but  it  appears  they  will  carry 
an  extensive  inventory  of  both  hard  and  paperbound  books. 
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In  the  chaos  of  recent  weeks,  I  hope  that  Library  staff  mem- 
bers have  not  been  distracted  from  the  United  Way  drive  V7hich  is 
nov7  ending.     I  will  not  take  the  time  to  outline  all  of  the  impor- 
tant programs  that  depend  upon  United  Way  for  financial  support 
but  I  would  remind  you  that  many  services  vital  to  the  quality 
of  life  in  this  community  are  thus  supported.     I  hope  that  all 
of  us  will  respond  generously. 

If  you  need  information  or  assistance  in  making  a  contribution 
to  the  United  Way,  please  contact  Pat  Sullivan  at  55  8-U2  35. 


John  C.  Frantz 
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NEXT  WEEK 

...The  Finance  Committee  of  the  Library  Commission  vjill  meet  at 

Noon,  Tuesday,  December  19,  in  the  Commission  Room,  !lain  Library 

...Public  Hearing  on  the  Library's  1979-80  budget  request:   7:30  p.m., 
Tuesday,  December  19,  at  the  West  Portal  Branch. 

...Public  Hearing  on  the  Library's  1979-80  budget  request:   7:30  p.m., 
Tuesday,  December  21,  in  the  Commission  Room,  Main  Library. 


.DIAL-A-STORY  (626-6516)  features  Palmer  Brown's  "Something  for 
Christmas"  told  by  Linda  Geistlinger.     (Dec.  18-25) 


ARCHIVES 


Thursday  afternoon,  the  Resources  and  Services  Committee  of 
the  Library  Commission  met  to  consider  objections  to  the  continued 
use  of  space  at  the  Communications  Center  by  the  Archives  for  the 
Performing  Arts . 

The  Librarians'  Guild  submitted  a  number  of  questions,  Glenda 
Hooper  stated  complaints  about  several  aspects  of  the  operation  and 
James  Chaffee  cited  his  objections.     It  would  be  impossible  to  sum- 
marize all  of  the  questions  raised,  but  the  m.ost  important  seem  to 
be:   is  it  proper  or  legal  for  the  library  to  allow  the  Archives  to 
use  this  space;  is  this  the  best  use  of  the  space;  what  should  be 
the  policies  regarding  fund-raising  activities  by  the  Archives; 
what  effect  does  the  Archives  have  on  the  other  services  and  patrons 
of  the  Communications  Center;  is  it  proper  to  hire  the  Archives 
staff  under  the  CETA  program;  and  what  is  the  situation  regarding 
liability  regarding  Archives  activities  on  library  property  or 
liability  for  security  of  the  Archives  collections? 

Some  of  the  questions  vrere  dealt  with,  and  others  were  not. 
Commission  President  Englander  reported  that  the  City  Attorney  had 
reviewed  the  situation  and  stated  that  use  of  library  space  is 
legal  and  vjithin  the  discretion  of  the  Commission.     Roberto  Esteves 
submitted  a  statement  reporting  that  the  presence  of  the  Archi- 
ves hasn't  created  problems  in  the  operation  of  the  Communication 
Center;  and  that  original  plans  for  the  Center  had  not  included  use 
of  the  space  allocated  to  the  Archives.     He  indicated  that  the 
Center  would  eventually  (3  years)  need  the  Archives  space  when  the 
Center  was  fully  staffed,  and  the  ramps  and  elevator  completed. 
Should  the  Archives  vacate  sooner,  Esteves  said  that  the  Center 
could  make  immediate  use  of  the  additional  space. 

Judith  Solomon  and  Russell  Hartley  stated  their  complete  will- 
ingness to  comply  with  any  policies  the  library  might  establish  for 
operation  of  the  Archives.     (It  appears  that  the  activities  of  the 
Archives  over  the  past  three  years  have  been  carried  on  with  the 
knovjledge  and  approval  of  the  library  administration.)     They  stated 
that  they  have  but  two  basic  desires:  that  the  collection  be  pre- 
served and  enhanced;  and  that  they  be  allowed  to  continue  their 
association  with  it.     Hartley  stated  flatly  that  he  had  no  intention 
of  selling  the  collection  to  the  library;  but  that  he  was  more  than 
willing  to  donate  it  once  the  first  two  concerns  are  carried  out. 

James  Chaffee  V7as  disturbed  that  the  Archives  had  obtained  a 
license  for  a  thrift-shop  operation  to  sell  duplicates  from  the 
Archives  and  similar  materials.     He  is  concerned  that  they  have 
filed  a  fictious  name  statement  for  the  thrift-shop  operation  as 
"Boutique  Fantasque"  and  hence  could  open  a  bank  account  in  that 
name.     Chaffee  also  announced  that  he  has  requested  CETA  to  conduct 
an  investigation  of  the  legality  of  employing  Solomon  and  Hartley 
with  CETA  funds.     This  investigation  has  not  yet  been  completed. 
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ARCHIVES  (cont'd.) 


The  Committee  agreed  that  it  is  important  that  the  Archives 
be  preserved;  that  it  is  appropriate  for  the  Library  to  be  involv 
in  that  effort;  and  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  Archives  become 
part  of  the  Library. 

There  will  be  further  discussion. 

This  is  the  last  issue  of  the  PIG  for  197  8.  Merry  Christmas 
Happy  New  Year  I     VJe'll  see  you  in  19  79  . 


